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Rev. Dr. Krista Givens 
Pastor 

As you know, I was appointed to be your interim pastor after the departure of Pastor Anna 

to an appointment in Alabama. On January 1, 2017, I began my work at Walnut UMC and, 

even though I did not begin preaching until February, those first weeks were used to orient 

myself with the workings of the church and to build relationships with our lay leadership. 

Much of the beginning of my appointment was getting the “lay of the land” - Who does 

what? What am I expected to do? What can I do in a limited appointment of 6 months to 

prepare the church for a new pastor? 

 

By February, it was clear that God and the District Superintendent were preparing me and 

the people of Walnut UMC to be partners in this ministry for an extended time! As we 

worked together throughout this year, we’ve all grown and learned together and I am confi-

dent that God is leading the people of Walnut UMC toward a bright future. 

 

Worship: Our worship services have been both meaningful and uplifting and I continue to 

enjoy the spirit of our congregation. I am grateful to our pianist, Grace Amador, and to our 

volunteer choir directors Linda Wilford, Bruce Rosenburg and Margery Don, for their tire-

less efforts and their dedication our music program. The music program of our church is 

one of the most cited reasons members have joined our church and helps each week to lift 

our hearts in prayer and praise to our God. 

 

Education: Many of the highlights from the year include our children and youth and the 

ways they add to our community. During the Spring, we were blessed with 4 confirmands 

and with the help of Don Driftmier and our CST interns, we met together, talked about the 

tenants of our faith and confirmed 4 young people into our church family. 

 

Our Children’s Ministry program, under the leadership of Carroll Martin, continues to be a 

beacon of light in our community, reaching out to our Preschool families and to the Walnut 

area. Vacation Bible School was an amazing experience, reaching out to more children than 

ever! We also launched a new program in the Fall called Bible Bowl, and under the leader-

ship of Jay Swartz, we developed the curriculum, organized the activity, recruited volunteers 

and encouraged participation by the congregation. The event turned out wonderfully well 

and we learned many lessons for our next attempt. 

 

Mission: The United Methodist Women continues to do amazing work in our community 

with their programs to support Serenity Foster Care programs, the David and Margaret 

Home, Inland Valley Hope Partners and global missions through the United Methodist 

 

WOW! What a year! 
 

As 2017 came to a close, I reflected on my time with 

you. I continue to be amazed and inspired by the Holy 

Spirit who brought us together. 
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Church. The Church Council has been discussing local mission projects to be involved in, including 

Habitat for Humanity or helping serve food at a food bank, and we hope to participate in such activities 

in 2018. 

 

On a personal note, I am grateful to this congregation for your support for my non-profit work 

with Friends of Padhar Schools, raising money to support schools, students and teachers in 

rural India. I traveled in June to India, to research potential opportunities for funding, to 

connect with our contacts and to visit students we’ve been supporting. It was a great trip and 

very helpful to our planning and organization. After that trip, we proposed a fundraising goal for 

the school year - to fund $10,000 worth of projects, scholarships and supplies for eight schools 

in the states of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. As we reach our half-way mark, I am thrilled 

to share with you that we’ve completed our fundraising goals for the whole year! I am 

happy to say that I will spend almost 3 weeks in India during late February-early March to 

celebrate my 50th birthday and to continue the work with Friends of Padhar Schools. 

 

Additionally, I wanted to share with you that I feel privileged to be a part of the ministry here at 

Walnut UMC. We have done good work together and we have great work ahead of us. But in 

all of that work, God is present with us, directing and guiding us to love one another as God 

loves us. 

 

Let us celebrate the year we’ve had and the challenges and blessings to come in 2018, knowing 

that in everything, God is at work in and through us. 

   Pastor Krista 

A heart-felt THANK YOU for 

your lavish Christmas gift! On 

December 24th I received a 

cash gift from the congrega-

tion, a donation of apprecia-

tion.  What a wonderful gift! 

Your kindness is overwhelming! 

 

Thank you for your generosity 

and the kindness you show me 

everyday and for this special 

gift. 
Above: Jonathon and Austin make the pews into a 
playground before worship. We are so happy that 
our children are comfortable in their church. 
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CAL-PAC RESPONDING TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES 
 

United Methodists in the California-Pacific Conference, while affected by fires in different areas of 

Southern California, are responding with courage and hope. Things are moving fast and reports are 

still coming in about damage to, or loss of, homes. Many have been evacuated from their neighbor-

hoods. 

 

All Cal-Pac local churches in the affected areas will be open and available for hospitality, phone 

calls, prayer, and hope. Evacuees and others in need of shelter are being referred to Red Cross 

Evacuation Centers. 

 

District Superintendents are in close touch with clergy and local churches. Any damage to church 

facilities or church family homes can be reported to respective District Offices. 

The Conference Disaster Response Task Force has asked the following of all those interested in 

helping in this situation: 

 Visiting – Please do not make plans to visit the affected areas uninvited. When the 

need arises, a call for trained volunteers will be made. 

 Giving – The best way to help at this time is to give to the UMCOR U.S. Disaster 

Response Advance #901670 

 Contact – For more information on what can be done to help in this situation, con-

tact Judy Lewis, Cal-Pac United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Coordinator 

(disasterresponse@calpacumc.org | (909) 731-8248) 

Images from 

December  

http://www.calpacumc.org/districts/
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
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Son of God is a 2014 American epic biblical drama 

film, produced by Mark Burnett and Roma Downey. The film 
premiered in New York, and Los Angeles for a limited release on 
February 21, 2014, and then into a wide release on February 28, 
2014.The film retells the life of Jesus and is an adaptation of the 
ten-hour miniseries The Bible, which aired in March 2013 on 
the History channel.  

Inside Out is set in the mind of a young girl named 

Riley Andersen (Kaitlyn Dias), where five personified emotions—
Joy (Amy Poehler), Sadness (Phyllis Smith), Anger (Lewis Black), 
Fear (Bill Hader) and Disgust (Mindy Kaling)—try to lead her 
through life as her parents (Diane Lane and Kyle MacLachlan) 
move from Minnesota to San Francisco, and she has to adjust to her 
new surroundings.  Join us for a discussion afterward about how  - 
as Psalm 139 states—we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Friday, February 2nd  - “Son of God” 
Potluck dinner begins at 6:00PM * Movie begins at 6:30PM with discussion to follow 

Saturday, February 3rd - “Inside Out” 
Potluck lunch begins at 12:00 noon * Movie begins at 12:30PM with discussion to follow 

Join us for “Faith and Film” in February! 
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Spotlight on 
Youth!! 

What a great way to start a new year, 
pizza!  Our first new year's youth piz-
za lunch gets 2018 off to a positive 
start. Bring a friend and enjoy the piz-
za and social time.  In the works is a 
plan to take a day, probably a Satur-
day, to take one of the trains into Un-
ion Station and walk to the El Pueblo 
de Los Angeles including Olvera 
Street and train back.   
 
It was great to see youth and their 
families light the Advent candles.   
 
Don Driftmier 
Youth Ministries 

Monday, January 1   New Year’s Day 

Tuesday, January 2 9:00 AM Pastor Krista’s Office Hours resume 

Sunday, January 7 8:45 AM      Choir Rehearsal 

   10:00 AM Morning Worship Service 

   11:20 AM     Youth Pizza Lunch 

Monday, Jan. 8  7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 10 7:00 PM Bible Study at the home of Jim Brewster 

Saturday, Jan. 13 10:00 AM United Methodist Women Meeting  

   12:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, Jan. 14 10:00 AM  Morning Worship Service 

   11:20 AM SPRC Meeting in Pastor’s Office 

Monday, Jan. 15 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 17 7:00 PM Bible Study at the home of Jim Brewster 

Saturday, Jan. 20 10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, Jan. 21 10:00 AM  Morning Worship Service 

Monday, Jan. 22 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 7:00 PM Bible Study at the home of Jim Brewster 

Saturday, Jan. 27 10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, Jan. 28 10:00 AM  Morning Worship Service 

Monday, Jan. 29 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 31 7:00 PM Bible Study at the home of Jim Brewster 

January Calendar 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeters 

January 7 Jay Swartz Walters Mikaela Hill  

January 14 Nellie Castillo Sandy Wooley Areanne Custodio  

January 21 Ace Castillo Alvin and Louvi Soriano Angela Lie Carole Jude 

January 28 Geri Abracosa  Sophia Hill  

Volunteers for January 2018 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a joyous holiday sea-

son .  All are Christmas events were a big success but with the 

busy holiday season behind us it time to get back to work, play 

and learning!  The children have really come a long way since 

school began.  They have made great friendships and are doing 

well socially.  They are always eager to take part in crafts and 

learning activities, they especially love music and movement!  

We are enjoying our year with them and are confident they are 

enjoying their time at school. 
 

We will be closed Monday, January 15, in observance of Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day. 
 

On January 29 & 30,  the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project Inc. will be here doing vision 

screening for all the children at no cost. This is a 

great program that helps identify vision problems 

at a young age.  

 

As the new year begins, I ask  you to join me in 

asking Gods blessings on the school and the chil-

dren He has placed in our car.  We will  pray that 

the new year bring many blessings to you and 

your families as well. 

 

Sincerely, 

Chris Torreyson                   

Above: Scenes from the Preschool Christmas Program 





Many thanks to our Walnut UMC Choir for their wonderful presentation of the Christmas Cantata on Decem-

ber 24, 2017! Directed by Linda Wilford, the Cantata was a highlight of our Advent season!  

Participants include: Grace Amador, pianist 

Sopranos: Pat Cannon, Carol Castillo, Nellie Castillo, Margery Don **,  Emily Martin, Amy Nih **, 

 Catherine Swartz;  

Altos: Lorna DePano **, Celi Manacop, Petra Movido, Elaine Potter ** 

Tenors: Meredith Bailey **, Marc Dorrel 

Bass: Ace Castillo, John Cook, Manny Don, Jay Swartz.  

(** Featured Soloist) 


