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Taking time to breathe.  
 
 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” ~ Matthew 11:28-30  
  
Almost three weeks ago, I returned from my vacation. I traveled 10,357 miles in the air (5,777 
miles from LA to Frankfurt + 4,076 miles from Frankfurt to Mumbai + 504 miles from Mum-
bai to Nagpur) and 96 miles by car to arrive in Padhar, a small village in Madhya Pradesh, 
India. I then spent 4 days in Padhar visiting schools and students, meeting with parents, teach-
ers and administrators, and checking on the progress of our work as a representative of 
Friends of Padhar Schools. I then travelled to Delhi for a tourist weekend, including a trip to 
Agra to see the Taj Mahal and a stay at a fancy hotel. That trip included 1314 miles in the air 
and 386 miles by car. My trip concluded by traveling to small village called Bahairim in the 
state of Maharashtra: 117 miles by road, where I stayed for 5 days and then returned home: 
117 miles by car and 10,397 miles by air. 
  
While in Bahairam, visiting Panchsheel School, I finally got an opportunity to rest. Life in a 
village is slow-paced and my schedule opened up considerably, allowing me the time and 
space to think, to lay down my burdens and to breathe. After so much rushing around, I was 
finally able to write some reflections about what I’d seen and done; I was able to spend some 
time in meditation and prayer; I was able to feel the presence of God traveling with me in and 
out of villages, meeting with new people, experiencing new things.  
  
Too often, we fill our schedules with things to do, moving from here to there, from task to 
task, and the busy-ness prevents us from breathing life in and seeing it for the gift it is.    
As I write this, Holy Week and Easter are completed, the busy-ness of the season is completed 
and we are moving into a new season of the church. We turn from Lent and toward the season 
of Easter; a season of celebration and rejoicing and a season to  to remind ourselves that we 
are all blessed by new life through Jesus Christ. 
All the events during Holy Week were success-
ful, meaningful and enjoyed by many and it 
was a great way to commemorate the final days 
of Jesus’ earthly life. But this time (the time 
AFTER Easter) is just as important for me, to 
reflect on what happened, the new experiences 
we shared, the impact of the gift of new life 
and the steps we need to take in order to be 
Christ’s disciples.  
 
Let us take some time to breathe. 
 
And may your Easter season be blessed, 

Pastor Krista 
Pastor Krista with the teachers from Felix 
Convent School in Paratwada, India 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 
Dear Families, 
 
Happy Easter! We had a splendid Easter Family Fun event! We loved meeting and spending 
time with the children and their families.  We enjoyed dying hard cooked eggs; making 
crafts; creating the rice Krispy cake Easter gardens; listening to the Easter story; and having 
an egg hunt. Thank you very much for all the volunteers! Thank you to everyone who donat-
ed filled a multitude of plastic eggs and hard cooked eggs for both Easter egg hunts. Every-
one’s help was greatly appreciated. Easter and the Saturday before were very memorable 
events!   
 
Please join us for Sunday school each week as we learn about the events following Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Invite a friend! All are welcome! Nursery care is available during the service in 
Classroom 1. Thank you to our teachers and childcare workers, who faithfully prepare the 
lessons and care for the babies and toddlers!  
 
In April, these are the scripture lessons. Our main point will be “Go and tell about Jesus!” 
The memory Bible verse is “He began to preach about Jesus in the synagogues. “He is God’s 
Son” he declared. (Act 9:20) After reading this verse, I asked myself “Who is preaching 
about Jesus?” So I looked it up. Preparing the lessons is a wonderful opportunity to study the 
Bible. Please join me. 
  
April 1      The Tomb is Empty           Luke 24: 1-12  
April 8      Paul Changes                     Acts 9:1-19   
April 15     Paul Escapes                     Acts 9:20-25   
April 22     The Church Grows           Acts 9:26-31 
April 29     Timothy is Chosen           Acts 16:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:14-15 
 
May the children come and experience exciting lessons with crafts, reading the Bible, mak-
ing friends, watching a video, and prayer.  
 
*Save the Date! “Polar Blast” Vacation Bible School- July 23-July 24 – Monday and Tues-
day!  
 
*California-Pacific Summer Camp Info for 2018 
 
Camp Wrightwood:  Elementary Camp- July 8-14; Junior High Camp- July 15-21; Senior 
High Camp- July 22-28  
Note: Elementary Camp- Grades 3-6: Junior High-Grades 6-9: Senior High-Grades9-
Graduated Seniors 
Cost: $445.00 Camperships are available!  
*Specialty camps are also available- Adventure Camp (Grades 7-10) June 24-29 at Lazy W 
Ranch, Film camp-July 29-August 4 at Cedar Glen 
Please let me know if you would like your 
children to attend or you need more infor-
mation.  
 
Blessings, 

Spotlight on Youth 
May the promise of Easter and the passages 
of the Bible showing God's grace upon us 
continue to build a strong Christian founda-
tion for life for our youth to follow for many 
years to come.  

Don Driftmier  
Youth Ministry     Alexander Cardona was baptized on March 25, 

2018. 
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 Walnut United Methodist Women 
 

 
 
We had a mission-filled, inspirational meeting in March. We had a special time 
filling care bags for the homeless, over 60 bags. It was fun walking around the 
tables carefully filling each bag with goodies. Thank you to everyone who do-
nated tissues, ponchos, socks, gloves, toothpaste and brushes, combs, food 
items, wipes, etc. We appreciate Linda Wilford for organizing the event! Thank 
you to Jackie Navarro for giving the devotion and Shirley Dennis and Janet 
Harshman for providing the refreshments. We celebrated March birthdays.  
 
Note: We will need to cancel our meeting on April 14. On that Saturday, 
there will be a memorial service for Phil Hoover at Rose Hills at 11:00 am and 
a reception following at our church at 1:00 pm.  We want to help at the recep-
tion. We offer our comforting prayers for his family.   
 
Our Ladies’ Tea on April 21 from 10 am-1 pm promises to be a special event! 
Please invite your family and friends for fellowship, delicious freshly baked 
scones, tea sandwiches, pastries, and tea. Our theme is “Celebrating a Medley 
of Collections”. Sonya Griffin, gospel singer, will provide the entertainment. 
We will have an opportunity to bid on silent auction items and select from cre-
atively filled jars. Proceeds will support mission projects, such as Serenity, 
Inc., Inland Valley Hope Partners and Friends of Padhar Schools, helping to 
provide an education for rural children in India. Tickets will be on sale March 
25, April 7, and April 15 until they are sold out. Donation: Adults- $20.00 and 
Children- $10.00 
 
I look forward to seeing 
everyone soon! May 
God bless you with 
peace, good health, joy 
and love!  
 
Blessings,      

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
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April Calendar 

 

Friday, April 6        7:30AM  EDWARDS WEST COVINA STADIUM 
       18 , 1200 Lakes Dr., West Covina, CA 
       91790 -     
       Join us at the movies to see "Paul, Apostle 
       of  Christ." We will meet at 7:30 PM at 
       the theater and buy our own tickets to see 
       the  8:00 showing. 

Saturday, Apr. 7      9:00AM  Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, Apr. 8    10:00AM   Morning Worship Service 

Monday, Apr. 9     7:00 PM  Finance Meeting 

Wednesday, Apr. 11      6:30PM  Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 

Saturday, Apr. 14   10:00AM  Choir Rehearsal 

        1:00PM  Reception for Phil Hoover 

Sunday, Apr. 15    10:00AM  Morning Worship Service 

Tuesday, Apr. 17     7:00PM  Preschool Board Meeting 

Wednesday, Apr. 18    10:00AM  Bible Study in Sanctuary  

        6:30PM  Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 

Saturday, Apr. 21    10:00AM  Choir Rehearsal 

              10:00AM-1:00PM                   UMW Women’s Tea 

Sunday, Apr. 22    10:00AM  Morning Worship Service 

Monday, Apr. 23      7 :00PM  Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, Apr. 25       6:30PM  Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 

      10:00AM  Bible Study in Sanctuary 

Saturday, Apr. 28   10:00 AM   Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, Apr. 29    10:00AM  Morning Worship Service  

  

Many thanks to our Walnut UMC choir 
and musicians for their beautiful 
presentation “King of Glory, Lord 
Alone” on Palm Sunday on March 25, 
2018. A great crowd joined us to com-
memorate the final week of Jesus’ life 
through song and scripture and we 
were blessed with the addition our 
church musicians: Grace Amador 
(piano), Sophia Hill (oboe), Andrew 
Hoang and Nate Kondo (trumpets), all 
under the leadership of director Mar-
gery Don. A very special day indeed! 

Krista Givens
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

April 8 Jeff Chamlee Walters Mikaela Hill 

April 15 Ace Castillo  Angela Lie 

April 22  Carol Castillo Ace and Carol Castillo Areanne Custodio 

April  29 Alvin Soriano  Sophia Hill 

Worship Volunteers for April 2018 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 
We have completed our Fall registration and we are full for the next school year. We have also com-
pleted sign-ups for our summer program and it looks like we are going to have a good summer.   
 
This month we will begin learning about Spring.  What child doesn’t like frogs, bugs, flowers and 
butterflies?  By using the things children love in our teaching we hope to also bring about a love for 
learning.  We will encourage the children to become aware of all the changes that occur when Moth-
er Earth is coming to life and remember with them that all these wonderful gifts come from God.   
 
We will have Ponies and Critters come out to the school on April 19 & 20. The children will get po-
ny rides and hands-on time with small farm  animals. The children always have a great time! 
 
The end of April is conference time.  The 
pre-k teachers have begun testing in prepara-
tion.  These will begin April 23 through May 
4. Parents sign up for a short visit with the 
teacher to discuss the child’s progress and 
readiness for kindergarten.  We do not have 
formal evaluations or conferences for our 
three’s class but the parents can  schedule a 
time to speak with the teacher if they feel a 
need to do so. 
 
Sincerely, 

Chris Torreyson   
Walnut United Methodist Preschool Director                 

Right: On March 31, 2018, our family fun 
day took place. We celebrated with crafts, a 
story time, delicious snacks, and an Easter 
egg hunt! Our little ones had so much fun!  






