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As I sit down to write this article, I am ten days from going on medical leave. On August 9th, 
I will be having some surgery and I will be taking 5-6 weeks off of my pastoral duties to re-
cover.  
 
Now, I am a big fan of hospitals and have no fear or trepidation about having surgery. I’ve 
spent a good deal of my life in and out of surgery to deal with my childhood hip disease, and 
then had a complete hip replacement in 2000.  I see doctors as gifted mechanics and nurses as 
the angels sent to care for us on earth.  And I love the feeling that life will be better once the 
surgery is complete and I am fully recovered.  
 
My anxiety comes in preparing the church for my absence of 5 weeks. Even though I have 
guest preachers all lined up, and volunteers to check in on the folks who need some extra 
care....  I know  everything will be fine, the leaders of the church are all amazing people and 
can handle all that happens, it is still a point of nervousness.  
 
That anxiety comes from a condition that is rampant among us clergy:  “Big-Ego-itis” 
This is the feeling that chaos will reign without us. What if I am gone and everything falls 
apart? (That would be terrible.) But it also asks the question “What if I am gone and things 
run smoothly and everything works out just fine?” (That would also be bad, because it means 
I am not necessary.) Those of us clergy with Big-Ego-itis believe that we are so important that 
nothing works without us. This is, of course, false and furthermore, it is insulting to the role of 
God and the work of the congregation in our ministries.  
 
In a post on the website of Christianity 
Today, author Stephanie Durness Lobdell 
reminds us pastors that we are not indis-
pensable. “Pastors are not, as Eugene Pe-
terson puts it, ‘the linchpin holding a con-
gregation together.’ We are co-laborers 
with our flocks, cooperating with the Holy 
Spirit who is doing the work of calling, 
comforting, and convicting. Our congrega-
tions need a reminder that pastoral vaca-
tions can deliver blessings as well. They 
are not to be passive consumers of what 
the “professional” pastor has to offer, but 
rather to be engaged, contributing 
members of the body of Christ.”  
 
This is a hard lesson for us pastors to 
learn. But in every bump in the road, we 
are challenged to do the work of collabora-
tive ministry. And this 5-6 week period is  
a great opportunity for us to be in ministry 
together.  
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In light of this, I want to let you know about the resources available to you while I am on leave: 
 
If you have a pastoral need, please contact Rev. Jim Brewster or Rev. Jimmy Nih. They are always 
available to you to help in situations of crisis, illness and need. If they cannot help directly, they will 
have someone to connect you with that can help.  
 
If you have a question about Worship or Administrative issues, please contact Julie Gonzalez, our Of-
fice Administrator. She will help answer your questions or put you in contact with those who can. 
 
As per usual, our Church Leadership is available to answer your regular needs: Pam Zwingman is our 
Lay Leader; Linda Wilford is our Church Council Chairperson; Carroll Martin leads our Sunday School 
and our Women’s programs; Jeff Chamlee takes care  of our facility needs; Manny Don handles our 
Financial situation; Don Driftmier leads our Youth; Margery Don, Bruce Rosenberg, Amy Nih and Lin-
da Wilford lead our Choir; Jay Swartz leads our Outreach programs; Geri Abracosa deals with all our 
Staffing issues and Carol Coy takes care of our Technical needs in Worship.  
 
With so many resources at our disposal, I have no worries that while I am gone for these 5-6 weeks, 
you are well cared for. I will send you updates as I recover and I appreciate all of your support and 
prayers. I will be back in the office September 10th, God willing. 
 
Blessings to you, 

Pastor Krista 

 
1.“Pastor, Take a Vacation—for the Good of Your Church” by Stephanie Dyrness Lobdell found on https://

www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2018/july-web-exclusives/pastor-take-your-vacation-for-good-of-your-
church.html 

 

 
Spotlight on Youth! 

 
In the future.  At the Walnut United Methodist Church Council meeting last night Chairman 

Ara Vidal received updates from various committee chairmen.  Music Committee co-chairs, 

Andreya Custodio and Sophia Hill reported on the new choir robes and summer shirts.  United 

Methodist Women Chair, Angela Lie reported on the annual tea event, well attend-

ed.  Sunday School Chair, Mikaela Hill, reported on the new curriculum for summer.  Trustee 

Chair, Austin Lie reported that the new Youth Lounge Room, is coming along on schedule and 

under budget.  Lay Representative to Annual Conference, Sarah Taghaboni reported that once 

again Redlands was super hot.  Church membership across the Conference was again on the 

rise.  UMYF representatives Collin Gran and Alana Swartz give a report about summer camps, 

also well attended. 

 

Our future leaders are growing with us now.  What a great future it will be. 
 
Blessings, 

Don Driftmier, 

Youth Ministries 

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2018/july-web-exclusives/pastor-take-your-vacation-for-good-of-your-church.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2018/july-web-exclusives/pastor-take-your-vacation-for-good-of-your-church.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2018/july-web-exclusives/pastor-take-your-vacation-for-good-of-your-church.html


WALNUT WORLD              PAGE 3 

Walnut United Methodist Women 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carroll Martin 
 
WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
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Guest Preachers—August 12-September 9, 2018 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 9: Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett 
A distinguished preacher and lecturer, Rev. Dr. Rhodes-Wickett 
earned her Doctorate of Ministry in 1981 from Claremont School of 
Theology while serving as Co-Pastor with her husband Al at Santa 
Clarita UMC. Since that time, Sharon has served the churches at 
Northridge UMC, Santa Clarita UMC, Westwood UMC and 
Claremont UMC with distinction. She has also served as a District Su-
perintendent, chairing a variety of district and conference boards. Sha-
ron has two adult children, Ben and Rachel, two grandsons and one 
granddaughter. 

August 26 and September 2: Rev. Darin Arntson 
A graduate of Candler School of Theology in 2014, Rev. Arntson has 
served at San Dieguito UMC, First UMC Chula Vista and Pacific Beach 
UMC. As the newly appointed Associate Director of Leadership for the 
California Pacific Annual Conference, Rev. Arntson will work in close 
collaboration with officers of the Board of Ordained Ministry and the Or-
ders, and continue in the work she has already begun with Bishop Hagiya, 
including Certified Lay Ministry training and other endeavors in leader-
ship development. 

August 12: Rev. Jim Brewster 
We are pleased to welcome back to the pulpit, Rev. Jim Brew-
ster, who has been with Walnut UMC for 20+ years. Before Jim 
was a pastor, he worked for the Northrup company for 26 years 
as Assistant to the Engineering Department and liaison to the 
Vice President. He retired in 1999 after serving churches in 
Southern California and Hawaii. 

August 19: Rev. Jimmy Nih 
We are blessed to welcome Pastor Jimmy to our pulpit  on August 
19th. A graduate of Fuller Seminary, Pastor Jimmy has been in the 
ministry for 30+ years, serving in Hong Kong, New Zealand and 
throughout Southern California. He leads our Asian Ministry and 
currently preaches every Sunday for our neighborhood churches in 
Walnut. Welcome Jimmy! 



WALNUT WORLD              PAGE 5 

August Calendar 

If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

August 5  Manny Don  Angela Lie 

August 12 Robert Macready Stacy Manfredi  Areanne Custodio 

August 19 Ace Castillo Amy Nih Sophia Hill 

August 26 Pam Zwingman Sandy Woolley Mikaela Hill 

Worship Volunteers for August 2018 

 

 

Wednesday, August 1    6:30PM Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home  
 
Sunday, August 5              10:00AM Morning Worship Service 
 
Monday, August 6    7:00PM  Trustees Meeting  
 
Wednesday, August 8    6:30PM Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 
 
Thursday, August 9     Pastor Krista will be on medical leave from 
       August 9-September 10.  
 
Sunday, August 12   10:00AM Morning Worship Service with Rev. Jim 
       Brewster preaching 
 
Monday, August 13    7:00PM Finance Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 15    6:30PM Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 
 
Sunday, August 19   10:00AM Morning Worship Service with Rev. Jimmy 
       Nih preaching  
 
Monday, August 20     7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 22     6:30PM Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home 
 
Sunday, August 26   10:00AM Morning Worship Service with Guest speaker 
       Rev. Darin Arntson preaching  
 
Monday, August 27     7:00PM Church Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 29      6:30PM Bible Study at Jim Brewster’s home   
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Join us in September as well begin our study of “Christianity and World Religions” by Adam Hamilton. 
Our Bible Study group meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:00AM and we will begin on September 
19th, after Pastor Krista returns from medical leave. Pastor and best-selling author Adam Hamilton re-
turns to one of his most popular topics, Christianity and world religions. This new, fully updated book 
explores four major world religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism—and compares the 
beliefs of each with those of Christianity. He deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about 
other religions, such as:  
 
 Why are there so many different religions? 
 How should Christians view other religions? 
 How is God at work in other religions? 
 What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue God through other religions? 
 
In examining these major world religions and the beliefs of their followers, Hamilton urges us as Chris-
tians to build bridges with others so that we might grow in our faith, seek peace in our world, love our 
neighbors, and find positive ways to share the gospel. 
 
 

 

 
Left top: Austin 
Lie serves  - for 
the first time—as 
our acolyte. 
 
Left bottom: 
Manny and   
Margery Don 
enjoy the bubbles 
during our outing 
to the “Grease” 
sing-along at the 
Hollywood Bowl.  
 
Right top: Jay 
and Catherine 
Swartz celebrate 
Alana’s second 
birthday. 
 
Right bottom: 
Carol Coy  
serves as our  
Liturgist. 





 

 Walnut Family 

Festival 
Our church will be par-
ticipating in the Family 
Festival by cooking and 

serving hamburgers 
again this year! See Jeff 
Chamlee to volunteer! 

November 

3, 2018 

BIBLE BOWL 
Our 2nd Annual Bible 
Bowl is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 
3rd. Children, Youth 
and adults are welcome 
to participate in this fun 
day of bible trivia, 
knowledge and fun! 
See Jay Swartz for 
more information. 

October 

13, 2018 
Coming up this Fall 

September 22, 2018 

East District UMW Celebration w/ 

DS Rev. Melissa Roux MacKinnon 
8:30Am-2:30 PM at West Covina UMC  

718 S. Azusa Ave., West Covina CA 91791 

Baby Shower for  

Serenity, Inc. 
 

Join us for the Baby Show-
er for Serenity, Inc. to give 
foster kids and their care-
givers a good start in life. 
Check out the list of needs 
on page 3.  

September 8, 2018 


