
Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am  Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 

Vol. 20, Issue 7|October 2018 

office@walnutumc.org 

W A LNUT  W ORD  

Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
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Being the Church in This 
Time and Place 
 

At the end of August, the Chino Hills com-
munity was rocked by the suicide of Pastor 
Andrew Stoecklein of Inland Hills Church. 
Pastor Andrew was 30 years old and had 
dealt with anxiety and depression and was 
the son of the church’s former pastor. He 
left behind his wife and three children and a grieving congregation and a world full of ques-
tions.  
 

As I reflect on the tragic passing of Pastor Andrew, and note that the nationwide suicide rate 
has increased by more than 30 percent since 1999, it is clear that we are facing tremendous 
challenges in our world. As I approach the second anniversary of my start date at Walnut 
UMC,  I wonder how are we supposed to “be the church” at this time in history, with all that 
is swirling around us? With the divisions in our country, the distress in our political lives, all 
of the cultural changes, I often feel that we are ill-prepared. 
 

For me it helps to name all the expectations we have of our church community: 
 
 Some of us consider church to be a bubble into which we can go, to hide from all that is 

going on in the “outside world.”  We can escape, even if just for one hour, as we learn 
from our Holy texts and sing songs of optimism and hope. There are Sundays that I want 
to escape from the ugliness of the world, to reconnect with our goals of the Kingdom, to 
remember the teachings of Jesus.  

 

 Some of us need the church to be a place we can weep with the tears of anger, fear and 
sorrow. There are Sundays I want to cry and lament, “How Long, O Lord? Will you hide 
you face from me forever?” (Psalm 13:1) We need a safe space to express our concerns 
about the world, about our relationships, about our personal, physical and spiritual is-
sues.  

 

 Some of us want our church to be a community that answers the question “How can I 
help?” by providing opportunities for us to discuss what is going on in the world and or-
ganize efforts to provide hope and healing to others. There are Sundays I want the 
church to be a propelling force for good - providing hope for the hopeless, food for the 
hungry, healing for the broken.  

 

 Some of us need our church to be a place of fun and activity, of teaching and learning, a 
place for children and youth, to help our next generation find their place in the family of 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 
 
Dear Families, 
 
In October, we are continuing our study about families in the Bible and our families 
now. “We will learn how families care for children as they grow and build loving rela-
tionships. Children will discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and be part of 
God’s big family.”  (Deep Blue Curriculum-Abingdon Press)   
 
Children are invited to join us each week in Sunday school. Families stay together at 
the beginning of the worship service. Soon the children enjoy a few moments with 
Pastor Krista, and then they go out to the Fellowship hall and/or nursery for Sunday 
school.   
 
In October, our memory Bible verse is “Look at how good and pleasing it is when fami-
lies live together as one.” (Psalm 133:1) We will study families in the Old Testament.  
 
Oct. 7      Family Blessings                  Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-46  
Oct. 14    Joseph and His Brothers       Genesis 37: 1-36; 42: 1-46:34) 
Oct. 21    Moses and His Sister            Exodus 1: 8-2:10)  
Oct. 28    Sisters (Mary and Martha)     Luke 10:38-42 
 
On Sunday, October 28, the children are invited to wear their Halloween costumes to 
church. During the Fellowship time, the children can trick-or-treat for the Friends of 
Padhar Schools. They will walk around with donation boxes. Any donation is appreciat-
ed. Friends of Padhar Schools is a non-profit organization helping children in rural In-
dia get an education.  

 

“The mission of Friends of Padhar Schools is to ensure that any child in rural India 
has an opportunity to receive an excellent education.” 
 
May God love, guide, encourage, and bless your family each day!  
 
Blessings, 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
 

God. We want our children to go to camp, to sing the gospel through song, to know the bible 
stories and to have the faith that will sustain them throughout their lives. 

        Cont. on Page 2 
Our challenge is to balance all these expectations in a way that allows people to be included in the 
messiness of church and the messiness of life. We cannot be all things to all people, but we can pro-
vide a space and a community in which people can experience God in their fear, anger, joy, concern, 
mourning, learning and escape. As we work together to build the Kingdom of God here in Walnut, I 
invite you to share your own gifts and talents so that we are able to support one another in this time 
and place in our history.  
May God bless us as we work together.  
 

mailto:rcepmartin@charter.net
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 
 

 
 

 
 

We had a very special meeting in Septem-
ber, our baby shower for Serenity Foster 
Care and Adoption. Brenda was our guest 
speaker, who shared how their family decid-
ed to care for Foster children. Thank you to 
everyone who generously donated baby 
clothes and accessories, diapers, car seat, 
and baby equipment. Aurora at Serenity ex-
pressed their gratitude for our precious gifts 
for Foster children given with love.  
Thank you to everyone who brought food, 
delicious salads, desserts, and flower ar-

rangements for Carole Jude’s memorial service. Thank you to all who helped to 
set up and clean up. Her family really appreciated help with the reception. 
Thank you to Pastor Jimmy Nih and the ladies who visited Carole when she 
was in the hospital. Our October Birthdays are Nellie Castillo on Oct. 18, Stacy 
Manfredi on Oct. 21.   

Happy Birthday!!!!! 
 

*Please come to our next meeting on Sunday, October 21 at 11:15 am after ser-
vice. Please bring back your books for the UMW Reading Program. We will be 
able to select new books.    
 
Since the Walnut Family Festival is on Saturday, Oct. 13, we will not meet on 
that day.  Please help at our food booth that day if possible.  
 
On Saturday, Sept. 22 we had a wonderful gathering at the East District UMW 
Annual Celebration. Seven from our church attended. It was an amazing day of 
worship and hearing the message from our new East District Superintendent, 
Rev. Melissa Roux Mackinnon. The theme was “Celebrating Powerful Women 
in Action”. 
 
Our November meeting will be on Saturday, November 10.  We will take an of-
fering for the World Thank Offering (little blue boxes). 
 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!        
 

Carroll Martin 
 
WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
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September was a month of getting to know each other, learning 
new rules and establishing a routine.  Everything is now going 
smoothly and the children are all adjusting well, making friends and 
getting  involved in activities.  The Gymnastic and Dance programs 
offered here at the school have started and both have good sign-
ups.  
 

We started our weekly Chapel, which are taught by Miss Elizabeth. 
What a blessing it is to  teach children about our Lord and Savior.  
It’s wonderful to see how much fun they have singing, praying, and 
learning God’s word.  For this upcoming month, we will see how Jo-
seph,  Jonah, and Daniel overcome fear by trusting in God.  Every 
week the child will take home a chapel coloring page that goes over 
the story covered that day.  We encourage the child to color it and 
bring it back to school the next day.  They receive a  sticker and 
their paper will be put up in the classroom.  We also have a bible 
verse  each month for the children to learn.  This month’s bible 
verse is: “When I am afraid, I will trust in God.” Psalm 56:3.   
 
The month of October will be busy with crafts, activities and books 
that will focus on learning about the Fall Season.   We will be setting 
up a pumpkin patch here at school for the children to enjoy and pick 
a pumpkin. We will end the month with our Harvest Parties on Octo-
ber 30 & 31.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Chris Torreyson,  
Preschool Director 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
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October Calendar 

If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

October 7 Ara Vidal Amy and Judy Areanne Custodio 

October 14 Carol Castillo Nancy Lu Sophia Hill 

October 21 Pam Zwingman Sandy Woolley Mikaela Hill 

October 28 Andreya Custodio Pam Zwingman Angela Lie 

Worship Volunteers for October 2018 

 

Monday, October 1              7:00PM   Trustees Meeting 

 

Wednesday, October 3            10:00AM   Bible Study in the Sanctuary 

 

Friday, October 5              6:00PM   Dinner with the Pastor 
   

Saturday, October 6             10:00AM   Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, October 7             10:00AM   Morning Worship Service 

               12:00PM   Youth Bowling 

 

Wednesday, October 10             10:00AM   Bible Study in the Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, October 13       Family Festival 

         

Sunday, October 14             10:00AM   Morning Worship Service 

 

Monday, October 15               7:00PM   Finance Committee 

 

Wednesday, October 17             10:00AM   Bible Study in the Sanctuary 

 

Friday, October 19               6:00PM   Dinner with the Pastor 
  

Saturday, October 20             10:00AM   Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, October 21             10:00AM   Morning Worship Service 

         UMW Meeting after Service 

 

Monday, October 22               7:00PM   Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, October 24             10:00AM   Bible Study in the Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, October 27             10:00AM   Choir Rehearsal 

         Dinner with the Pastor 

 

Sunday, October 28             10:00AM   Morning Worship Service 

 

Wednesday, October 31             10:00AM   Bible Study in the Sanctuary  
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Scenes from September 





 Walnut Family Festival 
Our church will be participating in the 

Family Festival by cooking and serving 
hamburgers again this year! See Jeff 

Chamlee to volunteer! 

BIBLE BOWL 
Our 2nd Annual Bible Bowl is scheduled 
for Saturday, November 3rd. Children, 
Youth and adults are welcome to partici-
pate in this fun day of bible trivia, 
knowledge and fun! See  Pastor Krista 
and Jay Swartz for more information. 

October 13, 2018 Coming up this Fall 

November 3, 2018 


