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Giving our Spiritual Gifts This Year 
 
What are your spiritual gifts: gifts that come naturally or tasks you do easily? 
 

One of my spiritual gifts is the gift of hospitality. It is not something I work at, or a talent I 
needed to develop. I’ve always had the knack of inviting people in, welcoming them to the 
table, opening my home and my heart to others. I tell you this not to brag, for this is not some-
thing I DID, but something that was given to me by God.  
 

At Christmas time, I am prompted by God to use this gift by inviting my church family into 
my home for a Holiday Open House. I bake treats of all kinds and provide a space for us to 
gather and be together this season. This year, I have also invited the staff of the Preschool to 
join us, hoping to forge connections within our extended church family.  
 

At this time of year, we give thanks to God for the gifts he has given us. What are the spiritual 
gifts that you will give this year? Patience, to listen to others who need a caring friend? A 
warm hug to someone grieving? A few dollars or a warm meal to someone in need?  
 

Jesus, God's presence among us, is a gift to us all, as stated in the gospel of Luke chapter 2, 
verse 11, echoing the words of the prophet Isaiah: "To you is born this day in the city of Da-
vid a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord." This Savior is born to YOU! And to me! To us, 
Jesus Christ is born. This Christmas, let us give of ourselves in a way that honors the gift of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
You are welcome to join us for our Advent 
and Christmas Worship services, each Sun-
day at 10:00AM. Our Choir will present an 
awesome Christmas Cantata on December 
23rd at 10:00AM.  Join us to celebrate 
Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM for a service 
which will feature a children’s presentation, 
carol singing and candle lighting. All are 
welcome! 
 
Let us celebrate his birth with the generosity 
of a heart filled with love and gratitude. Let 
us celebrate his birth in the spirit of Jesus’ 
life: with joy, love, acceptance of and com-
passion toward others, and may we rejoice in 
our salvation! The salvation that comes 
wrapped in the package of a baby. 

 
Advent and Christmas Blessings to you all, 
 

Pastor Krista 

 

 

Open House at the 

Parsonage 
December 15, 2018 

2:00 PM—6:00 PM 

1336 Wake Forest Ave. 

Walnut, CA  91789 
 

You are invited to join with your WUMC 
family to celebrate the season. Stop by for 

some treats and enjoy the fellowship  of 
your church family. 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Dear Families, 
 
Thank you to everyone, church and preschool families, who donated canned goods 
and non-perishable foods for those in need for Thanksgiving! We delivered 2 cars 
filled with food to Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta Warehouse in Pomona. They 
really appreciated the donation! 
 
Thank you to Pastor Krista for having meaningful, memorable, fun messages for the 
children during our worship service. The children look forward to coming forward.  
 
Thank you to Margery Don and Amy Nih for leading the children’s choir. They joy-
fully sang a newly created song last Sunday called “Thank you, God” to the tune of 
“Happy Birthday”. The children are already practicing a Christmas song to be per-
formed on Sunday, Dec. 23, the same day as the choir’s Christmas Cantata. Please 
come each Sunday to practice during Sunday school.  
 
All children are welcome to join us in Sunday school each week. Childcare is avail-
able. Families stay together at the beginning of the worship service. Soon the chil-
dren enjoy a few moments with Pastor Krista, and then they go out to the Fellow-
ship hall and/or nursery for Sunday school.   
 
In December, we will learn about the miracle of Jesus’s birth. Our main Bible verse is “In the depths of who I 
am I rejoice in God my Savior.” (Luke 1:47).  
 
Dec. 2    Elizabeth and Zechariah        Luke 1:5-25 
Dec. 9    Mary                    Luke 1:26-38   
Dec 16    Mary and Elizabeth          Luke 1:39-66  
Dec 23    Joseph, Mary, and Jesus       Luke 2:1-20 
Dec 30    Simeon and Anna                 Luke 2:25-38 
 
May your families and you have a blessed Christmas season filled with love, peace, health, and joy!   
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 

 

Spotlight on Youth 
 
This past pizza lunch and discussion centered upon the Sermon on the Mount and in particular the Lord's 

Prayer.  So often said, we took it line by line to have a deeper understanding of what we were praying 

for.  We praise God, thank God and make a number of requests for our life and faith journey.  And we do 

this most every day and sometimes more then once during the day.  When we think about the frailty of 

the human condition, praying the Lord's Prayer keeps it together by providing hope.  It was a fun, 

thoughtful discussion.  We also took a story from the November 2018 edition of Guideposts magazine 

about a young man's quest for serving his community.  In December the youth group will be having a 

Christmas party gathering at Pastor Krista's home.   

 

Don Driftmier 
Youth Ministries 

Above: Austin Lie serves 
as our acolyte. 

mailto:rcepmartin@charter.net
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated canned goods and 
perishable items for Thanksgiving to those in need to the Inland Val-
ley Hope Partners!  
 
Thank you to all who chose a Foster child from Serenity Inc. to give 
a Christmas gift! They appreciate all gifts that were given!  
 

Our December Birthday is Petra Movido on Dec. 26. 

 
Happy Birthday!!!!! 

 
Please come to our next meeting on Saturday, Dec. 8 in the Fellow-
ship Hall. All are welcome even if it is your first time! Please bring a 
friend! Our program will be about “Women’s Vision of Shalom” and 
we’ll enjoy tea together. We will also have coffee and refreshments.  
 
After our meeting, David and Margaret Youth and Family Services 
are having an Open House from 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm. Please bring a 
gift card valued at $20.00 for the teens living there.  The address is 

1350 Third St. La Verne, CA 91750. Please let me know if you would like to carpool. 
  
We had a wonderful November meeting sharing about Mission giving and time for fellowship. Thank 
you to everyone who generously donated for the World Thank Offering. We voted to send our annual 
contribution to East District UMW Mission Giving to help women, youth, and children in the United 
States and the world.  
 
In addition, for the year, we voted to donate to 
our local mission organizations: Cal-Pac Urban 
Camp; Inland Valley Hope Partners; Toberman 
Neighborhood Center; Danny’s Farms; Serenity 
Inc. Foster Care and Adoption; USO; Friends of 
Padhar Schools.   

 
Books! Books! Books! 

 
Please let Carol Coy know if you read at least 5 
books this year, one from each category: Nurtur-
ing for Community; Social Action; Leadership 
Development; Spiritual Growth; and Education 
for Mission. New books can be checked out dur-
ing our meeting and books can be returned.  

 
May your families and you have a special 
Christmas season, celebrating the birth of Christ.  
  
    May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       
 

        Carroll Martin 

        WUMW President 
        rcepmartin@charter.net 

Above: Petra greets old friends 
visiting our church, Rev. Kimball 
and Pam Coburn.  

Above: Amy, Margery, Manny, Carol and Jeff  (among 
others) represented us well at our Join Charge Conference 
at La Puente UMC on November 11, 2018.  
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December is here and with it comes Christmas! Here at 
preschool it is a joyful but  busy time of year. For us  its 
Christmas crafts, making presents for mom and dad,  it is 
a visit from santa, Christmas Program, and Christmas par-
ties. Yes, Christmas is made up of 101 little things, each 
possessing some unforgettable quality for those experienc-
ing them.  But, Christmas does occur on the same day 
each year for a very special reason......Let us not forget the 
miracle of the Holy Christ Child’s birth. Though we enjoy 
the festivities that Christmas brings we make time to teach 
the children about what  happened on that silent night.  So 
at school and at home, this Christmas season, let’s make 
sure our children know the true meaning of Christmas. 
  
 December activities will include; a Christmas Programs   
on Wednesday, December 12  and Thursday, December 
13. Guests are invited to join us in the sanctuary at 10:30 
a.m., the program will start promptly at 10:45 a.m. What 
better way to get into the Christmas spirit than to see and 
hear children  experiencing the joy of the season! 
 
Santa will visit the children on Monday,  December 17 and Tuesday, December 18.  Each child 
will have the opportunity to meet Santa and take a picture with him. 
 
Last but not least, Christmas parties will be on December 20 & 21. 
 
As you can see, we have a very busy month planned! 
 
May your Holiday and New Year be fill with joy!!! 

 
       Sincerely, 

 

 Chris Torreyson,  
 

 Preschool Director 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Bible Bowl 
November 3, 2018 

   Above: Bailynn and Alana enjoy  
   Children’s Time together. 
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December Calendar 

If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeter 

December 2 Nellie Castillo Stewardship Potluck Areanne Custodio Mavis Harris 

December 9 Carol Coy Pam Zwingman Sophia Hill Mavis Harris 

December 16 Andreya Custodio Mavis Harris Mikaela Hill  

December 23 Ara Vidal Pam Zwingman Angela Lie Stacy Manfredi 

December 30 Andreya Custodio Sandy Woolley and Julie 
Fisher 

Areanne Custodio Stacy Manfredi 

Worship Volunteers for December 2018 

 

Saturday, December 1        8:00AM Hanging of the Greens 

        10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, December 2        8:45AM Choir Rehearsal 

        10:00AM Morning Worship Service 

        11:30AM Stewardship Potluck 
 

Monday, December 3         7:00PM Trustees Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 5       10:00AM Bible Study in the Sanctuary 
        
Saturday, December 8      10:00AM UMW Meeting 
        12:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
        12:00PM Youth Christmas Party at  the Parsonage 
 

Sunday, December 9        8:45AM Choir Rehearsal 
        10:00AM Morning Worship Service 
        11:20AM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Monday, December 10         7:00PM Finance Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 12        10:00AM Bible Study in the Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, December 15      10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
           2:00PM Open House at the Parsonage  
 

Sunday, December 16        8:45AM Choir Rehearsal 
        10:00AM  Morning Worship Service 
        11:20AM Choir Rehearsal  
 

Wednesday, December 19       10:00AM Morning Bible Study 
 

Saturday, December 22      10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, December 23        8:45AM Choir Rehearsal 
        10:00AM Morning Worship Service and Christmas Cantata 
         
Monday, December 24         7:00PM Christmas Eve Service 
 

Tuesday, December 25         Christmas Day (The office will be closed) 
 

Saturday, December 29      10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, December 30      10:00AM Morning Worship Service 
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Celebration of Life of the  

Rev. James Brewster 
January 5, 2019 at 1:00PM 

 

We will be hosting the memorial service at Walnut United 
Methodist Church (20601 La Puente Road, Walnut CA 91789) 
and the reception will follow at Baker Home Hall (1415 Otter-
bein Avenue, Rowland Heights CA 91748).  
 
Join us to honor and remember the life of this wonderful 
friend, beloved father / grandfather/ great-grandfather and 
faithful man of God.  

Reflections on Our friend Jim….  
 Pastor Jim was in a car accident in mid-September and sustained many serious injuries including multiple bro-
ken ribs, a broken sternum and injuries to his lungs. For seven weeks, he endured surgeries, feeding and breath-
ing machines, the loss of his ability to speak, and transfers from St. Jude to Mission Hospital to Kindred Care in 
Santa Ana. For seven weeks, he fought valiantly, as did his family to ensure he had the best opportunities and 
the best care available. For seven weeks, his communities were in prayer for him: The people at Baker Homes, 
all of his CHARMS community, the people at Walnut United Methodist Church and all of those who served with 
him and were served by him. On November 3rd, he joined the saints who have gone before us, and he joined his 
beloved wife Arlene who passed three years ago.  
 
After his accident, I sat with him in the ER as the doctors administered care and we had a time to talk. He told 
me that as he was taken to his bed, he passed a woman in the ER who looked exactly like Arlene. He said he had 
to do a double-take because he thought he saw her. We pondered that perhaps Arlene was keeping watch over 
him in the ER and it is my hope, she welcomed him with open arms and a warm smile.  
 
It is hard to overstate how important Pastor Jim was to so many. As we grieve, we also celebrate the time we 
had with him and the impact he had on our lives. This years' All Saints Sunday (celebrated the day after he 
passed) had a special poignancy and this prayer for All Saints Day a special meaning: 
 
Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who have gone before us. Bless the memories of 
your saints, God. May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. 

       Amen and amen, Pastor Krista 





Christmas Eve! 
December 24th at 7:00PM 

Join us for a fami-
ly-friendly service 
of carol-singing 
and candle-
lighting. A won-
derful opportunity 
to welcome the 
Christ child into 
our hearts one 
again! 

Join us Wednesday Mornings at 10:00AM be-
ginning Nov. 28th as we study The First Christ-
mas by John Dominc Crossan and Marcus Borg.  

Advent Book Study 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00AM Celebrate  

Advent  
with us! 


