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"Finish every day and be done with it. You have 
done what you could; some blunders and ab-
surdities no doubt crept in; forget them as soon 
as you can. Tomorrow is a new day; you shall 
begin it serenely and with too high a spirit to be 
encumbered with your old nonsense."  
   ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
For me, these words echo the message of Jesus 
in Matthew 6: 34: “Do not worry about tomor-
row for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.”  

As we finish 2018 and begin a new year, my new 
year’s wish is that we can finish each day and be 
done with it or rather that we finish 2018 and be 
done with it. Each new year, each new day is an opportunity to begin again, to set new goals 
and to aspire to be better.  

I carry my worries – my old nonsense, as Emerson calls it – with me as I transition from one 
day to another, one year to another; worries that have no place in today; worries that are use-
less and unproductive; worries that are unsolvable, untrue and a distortion of reality. 

Stress is a mysterious enemy that can infect our lives, our relationships, our work, the way we 
interact with one another and with God. How we deal with stress can determine the QUALITY 
of our lives. Do we store up worry and keep it with us, or do we have some kind system or 
discipline in which we can expel our stress daily, so as to “finish each day and be done with 
it.” In January, we will be examining the resolutions we have for 2019. On January 6, we will 
look to scripture as we resolve to “Get Organized!” On January 13, we will focus on a resolu-
tion to “Prioritize” our time and energy and on January 20th, we will look at the resolution that 
affects many of us: the goal to “Get Fit”. The idea is that if we exercise, laugh, breathe deeply, 
eat healthily, Order our lives, schedule time for rest, meditation or prayer… if we participate 
in a stress-relieving discipline regularly, we are more likely to let today’s problem 
be enough for today.  

So let us finish 2018 and be done with it. We have done what we could; some blunders and 
absurdities no doubt crept in. But let us forget them as soon as we can. 2019 is a new year. Let 
us shall begin it serenely and with too high a spirit to be encumbered with our old nonsense. 
 
Blessings to you,  

Pastor Krista 
 

P.S. A heart-felt THANK YOU for your lavish Christmas gift! On December 23rd I received a 
cash gift from the congregation, a donation of appreciation. What a wonderful gift! Your kind-
ness is overwhelming! Thank you for your generosity and the kindness you show me everyday 
and for this special gift.  

Above: Juliana, Arnie and Annalise decorate 
our sanctuary Christmas tree. Many thanks to 
all who helped make our sanctuary beautiful 
for the season. 
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Spotlight on Youth 
 
Happy New Year! For most of our youth, the 
new year is a new school semester.  Winter 
camps are offered and camperships are avail-
able.  Pizza lunches complete with lively 
discussions of our faith continue.  New op-
portunities to learn and grow not only scho-
lastically but in service to one another.  A 
quote by Tony Evans is appropriate for youth 
as well as those not so young in age, "God 
will meet you where you are in order to take 
you where He wants you to go."  We have a 
part in where God wants our youth to 
go.  Walnut UMC is a great place to be an 
involved youth.  That involvement is as sim-
ple as a smile and hello, a thank you for lighting the candles, a thank you for being a liturgist, a thank 
you for special music and a thank you for making us laugh. Happy New Year! 
    Don Driftmier 
    Youth Ministries 

WUMC Children’s Ministry 

 
Dear Families, 
 
The children gave a wonderful performance on Sun-
day, Dec. 23. They dressed up as shepherds and angels 
and sang “Christ is Here”. Thank you to Margery Don 
and Amy Nih for leading the children choir. Thank you 
to Liz Walters for teaching Sunday school in Decem-
ber. Many thanks to our childcare workers also.  
All children are welcome to join us in Sunday school 
each week. Childcare is available. Families stay togeth-
er at the beginning of the worship service. Pastor Krista 
shares an inspiring moment with the children before 
they go to Sunday school or the nursery. Also, the chil-
dren sing Christian songs before their lesson.    
 
In January, we will learn about healing families. Our main Bible verse is “God heals the brokenhearted 
and bandages their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3)  
 
Jan. 6    Magi Seek a Healer                    Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan. 13   Jesus Heals         Luke 4:38-44  
Jan. 20   Jesus Heals a Young Woman    Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 
Jan. 27   Jesus Heals Ten Men                 Luke 17:11-19 
 
I look forward to seeing you each week! May you have a blessed New Year filled with health, peace, joy, 
hope, and love!  
 

Blessings and Peace, 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
 
 

Above: Walnut UMC Youth and Youth helpers gath-
ered for a Christmas Party at the Parsonage on 
December 8, 2018 and a good time was had by all! 

mailto:rcepmartin@charter.net
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We had a wonderful December meeting sharing our experiences with spices along with 
UMW Missions associated with each spice. Thank you to Ana Ortiz for giving the devotion 
and Julie Fisher for bringing the delicious refreshments.  
 
Please come to our next meeting on Saturday, Jan. 12 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. I 
look forward to seeing everyone! All are welcome! We will appreciate and celebrate our 
UMW foremothers and discuss Mission ideas for the New Year during our program.   
 
On Saturday, Jan. 5 at 1:00 pm, we will have a memorial service for Rev. James Brewster at 
our church. Following the service, we will have are reception at Baker Home meeting room 
at 1415 S. Otterbein Ave West Covina. Please bring a salad, fruit, or vegetable tray. Meat 
and cheese trays for sandwiches and dessert will be provided.  Sign-up sheet is available at 
church. Your help is greatly appreciated!  
 

*Amazing event! Pastor Krista will be the guest speaker at the next East District UMW 
Leadership Training meeting on Saturday, Jan. 19 at Redlands First UMC.  

“Creating Connections-Build Bridges Together” 
Hours: 8:30 am – 1:30 pm. Lunch is provided. 

 
Cost $15.00 if registration received by Jan. 14. Please let me know if you would like to at-
tend. Registration form is available. We can try to carpool.  
 
During this training meeting, learning about a UMW position is available. The choices in-
clude President, Vice-President (selects Programs), Treasurer, Secretary, Mission Education, 
Social Justice, Program Resources, and Nominations Committee. It is an opportunity to meet 
women from other churches and share experiences. I hope you can come!   

 
Books! Books! Books! 

 
Please continue to bring your UMW books back, so we can get new ones. Thank fully Carol 
Coy has agreed to be our Program Resources officer again this year. Books are available 
from 5 different categories: Nurturing for Community; Social Action; Leadership Develop-
ment; Spiritual Growth; and Education for Mission.  
 
May your families and you have an inspiring and encouraging New Year! May God bless 
you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       

 
 

Carroll Martin 

WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
 

  Walnut United Methodist Women 
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Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season. All of our 
Christmas events were a big success but with the busy holiday season behind us 
it time to get back to work, play, and learn! The children have really come a long 
way since school began. They have made great friendships and are doing well 
socially. They are always eager to take part in crafts and learning activities. They 
especially love music and movement! We are enjoying our year with them and 
are confident that they are enjoying their time at school. 
 
We will be closed Monday, January 21, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. 
 
On January 28 & 29, the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project Inc. will be here 
doing vision screening for all the children at no cost. This is a great program that 
helps identify vision problems at a young age.  
 
As the New Year begins, I ask you to join me in asking God’s blessings on the 
school and the children that he has placed in our care. We will pray that the New 
Year brings many blessings to you and your families as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Chris Torreyson,  
Preschool Director 

    

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Lighting the candles for each Sunday of Advent. 
Above: The Gran family lights the candle, Below: 
Brooklyn places the flame on our tablecloth.  
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeter 

January 6 Carol Coy  Mikaela Hill  

January 13 Marc Dorrel Celi Manacop and  
 
Carol Castillo 

Areanne Custodio  

January 20 Carol Castillo  Angela Lie  

January 27 Manny Don  Austin Lie  

Worship Volunteers for January 2019 

 

January Calendar 

 
Tuesday, January 1     Office is closed 
 
Saturday, January 5              10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
      1:00PM Memorial Service for Jim Brewster  
       at Walnut United Methodist Church 
       with reception following at   
       Baker Home Hall 
 
Sunday, January 6   10:00AM  Worship Morning Service 
     11:20AM Youth Pizza Lunch 
 
Monday, January 7    7:00PM Trustees Meeting 
 
Monday, January 14    7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting 
      7:30PM Church Council  Meeting 
 
Saturday, January 19   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, January 20   10:00AM Worship Service 
   
Monday, January 21     Pastor Krista will be going to India 
 
Saturday, January 26   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, January 27   10:00AM Worship Service with Jimmy Nih  
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Read Through the Bible in a Year 
 
I am confessing I have not read through the bible from the beginning to the 
end. I think I attempted it a couple of times, and partly because I “failed,” 
I’ve not tried again. Now I think I’m ready to embark on this again, and 
thought I would announce it, so that anyone who wishes can enquire on my 
progress, stumbling blocks, revelations, etc.  
 
Maybe others should want to try it this year also. I’ve chosen the King James 

Version- at least to get started.  There is a guide for this task in the Contemporary English Version but it jumps about, 
and it seems to be important to me to start on page 1 and read chronologically till the end.  
 
So that is what I’m attempting- a few pages a day. Wish me perseverance and understanding.  
      
     Your fellow sojourner, 

     Julie Fisher  

Scenes from December 






