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Now we wait... 
After 40 years of debating the place of gay folks 
in our global church, today the General Confer-
ence of the UMC voted to retain our current 
discriminatory rules against the LGBTQIA com-
munity in the Book of Discipline and to push the 
punitive implications even further. These rules 
forbid gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
candidates to be commissioned and ordained, 
prohibit UM clergy from performing same-
gender marriages and impose many new rules 
around clergy accountability.  
What happens now? Well, that is unclear. Be-
cause - as a whole - our Conference is fairly 
liberal, I am certain our Bishop and our Annual 
Conference and the Western Jurisdiction will 
have responses, suggestions and plans to ad-
dress this new normal. The Traditionalist Plan 
that passed also had a number of points that 
were deemed unconstitutional to the UM Book of 
Discipline and they will have to be addressed 
and the plan "fixed" before going into effect.  
 This is a shocking new reality for many 
of us. It is the death of the church we've known 
and loved. It is a painful time for our LGBTQIA 
members and friends.  We will grieve and then 
get to work to untangle the mess left for us. We 
will work to uncover what this means for us, for 
our churches, and for our Annual Conference. 
And in the waiting, we will continue to love, to 
welcome, to invite, to sing and pray, to preach 
the gospel using words and through our actions, 
to proclaim the Good News to the poor and op-
pressed, to embody the love of God through Je-
sus Christ, to be the hands and feet of God to a 
hurting world.  
 And who knows? Maybe in this time of 
waiting and working, we will be resurrected and 
transformed into the Church again and 
anew. May the peace of Christ be with us in this 
time of grieving, waiting, working, embracing 
one another as the one family of God.  
  With love and in solidarity, 

  Pastor Krista 

 I greet you in the name of Jesus Christ! 
By now you have probably all heard that the 
General Conference Special Called Session is 
now over, and the Traditional Plan pre-
vailed (53% – 438 votes to 47% – 384 votes). 
Although it does have repressive ramifications to 
our LGBTQI community, the Judicial Council 
has ruled much of it unconstitutional. At the same 
time, this decision is also symbolic in its implica-
tions because it signals a turn of the United Meth-
odist Church to a more judgmental and political 
entity that is against inclusion and for exclusion. 
 With this conservative turn, I have been 
deeply conflicted. The question is, “can I stay in 
a repressive and oppressive church with integri-
ty?” After a sleepless night, I came to a new re-
solve. I believe I must stay in the UMC and lead 
our people within the geographical context we 
find ourselves in the West. We have been living 
the One Church Plan for decades, and I don’t see 
why we should change that about us. We live and 
let live and it is totally consistent with the theolo-
gy of John Wesley. 
 Now that the General Conference Spe-
cial Called Session is over, it is time that we fo-
cus on what God is calling us to: Our mission and 
ministry in the very name of Jesus Christ! Noth-
ing is more important than this. Nothing must 
distract us from this central purpose. Nothing 
must stand in the way of our ministries of com-
passion and care!  
 Most of all, we must turn to each other 
for healing and care. It is time to put our arms 
around each other and heal from harming each 
other. It is time for us to have hearts of peace and 
not hearts of war. It is time for us to support each 
other and care for each other. Being away so long 
in St. Louis has drained and exhausted me. I long 
to come home and be back in ministry with all of 
you. I long for home where I belong. 
Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 

A Note from the Bishop 

The representative delegates  of the United Methodist Church met in a Special General Conference in 
St. Louis from February 23-26, 2019 to decide on the future of the church regarding gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgender inclusion in our church. The majority voted to uphold the restrictions on gay 
clergy and the ban on same-sex marriage, among other punitive consequences. 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families, 

In March, during Sunday school, we will learn about Je-
sus’s Parables and some events that happened before East-
er.  Our main Bible verse is “Now is the time! Here comes 
God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives and trust 
this good news! (Mark 1:15)  All families are welcome! 
Nursery care is available.  
 
Mar. 3      The Stories of the Lost        Luke 15:3-10 
Mar. 10    The Forgiving Father          Luke 15:11-32  
Mar. 17    The Two Debtors               Luke 7:36-47 
Mar. 24    The Last Supper                  Matthew 26:17-30 
Mar. 31     In the Garden                     Matthew 26:31-58   

 
Summer Camp 2019 at Camp Wrightwood! 

 
Registration at calpaccamps.campbrainregstration.com.  More information at 

www.campwrightwood.com.. Scholarships are available from our church!  
 
Grand Camp              Sunday, June 30- Tuesday, July 2       $210 
    K---3rd with Grandparent(s) (price per pair) 
 

Senior High Camp     Sunday, July 7---Sat. July 13              $395 
      9th -- Grads 
 

Junior High Camp      Sunday, July 14—Sat. July 20            $395 
  6th – 9th graders 
 

Younger Elem Camp  Sunday, July 21—Wed. July 24         $200 
    2nd – 4th graders 
 

Older Elem Camp       Sunday, July 21—Friday, July 26       $395* 
     4th --- 6th graders 
 
*Early bird cost until Sunday, March 3, 2019. ($445 registration cost after that date) 
Please let me know if you have any questions! I look forward to seeing you each week!  
 
Blessings and love, 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 

Happy Birthday ! 
Thanks so much for the 

wonderful birthday cele-
bration! Your special 

love offering was so ap-
preciated and will be 

used for spending mon-
ey on my next trip to 

India! Thanks! 

Above: Pastor Krista leads a prayer in a 
Children’s Time. 

mailto:rcepmartin@charter.net
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Happy 150th Anniversary to United Methodist Women! 

 
Many heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who donated items for the care 
bags for the homeless. Thank you 
to Linda Wilford for organizing the 
event. We will assemble the care 
bags at our next meeting on March 
9 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship 
Hall. All are invited. Children and 
parents are welcome! Everyone’s 
help is appreciated! Together we 
can make a difference in our com-
munity.   

 
On March 23, United Methodist 
Women will celebrate 150 years of 

service “to become the largest women’s faith-based service and advocacy organization …that 
provide life-changing opportunities for women, children, and youth.”  
 “On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Fremont Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Boston, Massachusetts, and organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society—that 
would late become United Methodist Women. The women raised money to send a doctor, 
Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to India as missionaries to serve the women of 
that nation.  
 On Sunday, March 24, we will have a United Methodist Women service at church 
with a guest speaker, Julie Asuncion. Women at the church are invited to participate as ush-
ers, choir members, liturgist, and give children‘s moments. We will plan more at our March 
meeting.  
 We will have an opportunity to give to UMW Legacy Fund, a permanent endowment 
to support the work of future generations of United Methodist Women, at our meeting or at 
the service. Any amount is welcome.  
 At our March meeting we will also plan more for our annual Ladies’ Tea that will be 
held on Saturday, May 11. Please bring your ideas for a theme and entertainment.  
 Also Pam Zwingman and I attended California-Pacific Conference UMW Mid-Winter 
Event and learned ways to help 
improve our climate. We will 
share these at our meeting.   
 
May God bless you with good 
health, hope, peace, joy, and 
love!       

 

Carroll Martin 

WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
 

  Walnut United Methodist Women 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

We have been busy completing fall registration for our current families and 
will begin calling from the waiting list on March 1st. We find most of the 
new families coming in have come because someone has shared with them 
about our school and for that we are thankful.  The best form of advertise-
ment is word of mouth.   

 

On March 15th the Walnut Fire Department will be coming to the preschool 
to talk to the children about their job and fire safety.  They will bring out a 
fire truck to show the children as well as some of their equipment. The chil-
dren always enjoy this visit! 
 

On March 19 and 20, Images 4 Kids will come to our school and take Spring 
photos of the children.  
 

March brings many fun topics for the teachers to use in their curriculum. 
There is St. Patrick’s Day, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday, weather, senses, spring and 
insects.  We find giving teachers the freedom to pick the themes they want to 
use in their planning results in a better lesson. It’s inspiring to watch the 
children having fun while learning.    
 

In chapel the stories we will teach on this month are, Jesus heals a blind 
man, Jesus calms the storm and The Wise Man and the Foolish Man. The 
last week of the month we will begin to introduce the story of Easter.  Along 
with the stories, much focus in put on prayer and worship. We want the chil-
dren to know, like in the stories, God hears their prayers and loves to hear 
them sing praise to the Lord.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Chris Torreyson,  
 
Director 

Spotlight on Youth 
 
I am not alone in missing Rev. Jim Brewster's Faith Journey daily Facebook messages.  Is there a date 
when our faith journey starts?  Our youth at a pizza lunch a while back received a faith journey journal 
of sorts, a blank page headed up with the title "My Faith Journey"  It is in a plastic notebook style hold-
er and ready to add any special notes about any special events along their faith journey.  These forma-
tive years at Walnut UMC are producing faith journey events worthy of a note.  When they share their 
stories about school and related events of the day, those too are part of that faith journey we are all 
on.  Thank you Pastor Jim for the reminder that every day is a day along our faith journey.  

 

Don Driftmier 
Youth Ministries 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 
Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—
offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeter 

March 3 Ara Vidal Tom  Zhu and Ivy 
Young 

Austin Lie Andreya Custodio 

March 10 Andreya Custodio Jackie Navarro Sophia Hill Ara Vidal 

March 17 Jay Swartz Geri Abracosa Mikaela Hill Stacy Manfredi 

March 24 Nellie Castillo Sandy Woolley Areanne Custodio  

Worship Volunteers for March 2019 

 

March Calendar 
 
Saturday, March 2   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal  
      
Sunday, March 3   10:00AM Worship Service 
     11:15AM Youth Pizza Lunch 
     11:20AM Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
 
Monday, March 4     7:00PM Trustees Meeting   
 
Saturday, March 9   10:00AM UMW Meeting - Care Bag Assembly 
     12:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, March 10   10:00AM Worship Service 
     11:20AM Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
 
Monday, March 11     7:00PM Finance Committee Meeting 
 
Saturday, March 16   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, March 17   10:00AM Worship Service 
     11:20AM Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
 
Monday, March 18     7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting 
 
Friday, March 22     6:30PM Faith in Film and Potluck -”Mary Poppins” 
 
Saturday, March 23   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, March 24   10:00AM Worship Service 
     11:20AM Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
 
Monday, March 25     7:00PM Church Council Meeting 
 
Saturday, March 30   10:00AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, March 31   10:00AM Worship Service 
     11:20AM Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
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Scenes from February 

From January 21 - February 14th, I travelled throughout India in my role as the director of 
Friends of Padhar Schools, a non-profit that supports eight schools in rural India. I visited seven 
of the eight schools we support, met with the 47 students we’ve sponsored this year, met with 
teachers and administrators to discuss their needs for the upcoming school year. It was wonder-
ful to reconnect with my friends and connections. My joy is always in seeing the progress that 
has been made since my last visit. For example, in 2017, we developed a scholarship program 
for 16 children at Happy Valley English School. This year, we were able to provide scholarships 
to 29 children and I had the opportunity to meet them and their parents (see photo below). I am 
so grateful for a church family that carries on while I am away. I am especially grateful to Pastor 
Jimmy Nih, who is our on-call pastor to care for your pastoral needs.  
        With love and gratitude, 
 
 

Pastor Krista 





Faith in Film: March 22nd 
Our wildly popular Faith in 
Film series is back ! 
 
On March 22 at 6 pm , we will 
first enjoy one of our classic 
WUMC pot luck din-
ners. Bring a dish to share! 
Then, following the screening 
Pastor Krista and series direc-
tor Jay Swartz will lead a dis-
cussion about the movie. 
 
Bring your pillows, teddy 
bears, jammies and blankees 
for a journey down memory 
lane with our little munchkins as we enjoy watching the all time classic MARY 
POPPINS.  It’s going to be Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!!! 

Join us ! 


