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 On March 17th, as I prepared for worship, 
a voice called to me. “Today is a good day to send 
our prayers to God.” On the news all weekend, 
images flashed on our screens: the faces of our 
Muslim brothers and sisters - 50 men, women and 
children- killed while worshipping in their mosque 
in Christchurch, New Zealand. Each story was 
more tragic than the previous one. Each person, 
another loss to our human family.  
 At times like this - mass shootings, mur-
ders, tragic death and violent attacks - we feel helpless, hopeless, lost. So we turn to our 
God, with prayers of lament and confusion. Our candles, lit and glowing, proclaim that  - 
although we don’t understand this darkness - we have a hope that shines within us. A hope 
that brightens up the darkest of hearts. A hope that tells us that death is not the end of our 
story. 
 Easter season - to the secular world - is a time to celebrate Spring, warm weather, 
chocolate bunnies and candy eggs. But Easter is much more than that if we open our eyes 
to see the hope that dwells in the darkness. Throughout Lent, we mark the last days of the 
earthly life of Jesus: the temptation, the preaching, the celebration of the masses, the arrest 
and trial, the betrayal and the crucifixion. And Lent ends with the darkness of a violent 
murder. But, as we know… that is not the end of the story.  
 Our story, like the story of Jesus, is one that looks like a tragedy: a man falsely 
accused who was crucified on a cross while others cheer. Our stories of tragedy - death, 
illness, depression and grief, financial and relationship turmoil - can lead us into dark 

times. But our stories do not end there - in the darkness. For 
within us is the light of hope that things can get better. That 
after three days of death, we too may rise in glory, to a place 
of acceptance, to a warm community of love.  
 There is a well-known saying used by activists: 
“They tried to bury us, they didn’t know we were seeds.”  
When we are confronted with the evils of this world like the 
one in Christchurch, New Zealand, it is easy to imagine the 
world burying us in its grief, in its hatred, in its wickedness. 
But as we spend some time deep in the soil of our hurting, 
we know that Spring is coming. That our story continues and 
life is on its way. That from our depth and nourished time in 
the dirt, we can spring forth into a new life - a new chance to 
bring light and hope and love into the world.  Each day is a 
chance for resurrection, for us to be reborn again, to be the 
people we were created to be.   
 May each of us, even though we may be buried, rise 
again into new life this Easter. Blessings to you, 

   Pastor Krista Above: Cynthia lights a candle. 

… they didn’t know we were seeds. 
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Dear Families, 
Spring is here! Easter is coming! In April, during Sun-
day school, we will learn about events that happened 
in Jesus’s life before Easter.  Our main Bible verse is 
“I’ve seen the Lord” (John 20:18).  All families are 
welcome! Nursery care is available.  
 
April 7      Peter Pretends               Matthew 26:66-75 
April 14    Jesus Enters Jerusalem  Matthew 21:1-11  
April 21    Jesus Lives               John 20:1-18 
April 28    Feed My Sheep             John 21:1-18 
 

Easter Family Fun Day 
*Families are invited to attend our annual Easter Family Fun Day on Saturday, April 20 from  
10 am – 12 noon. We will have crafts, games, dye hard-cooked eggs, have refreshments, and 
hear the Easter story. We also have an egg hunt. Please invite your friends!  
 

Summer Camp 2019 at Camp Wrightwood! 
Extravaganza at Camp Wrightwood on Sunday, May 5th from 1-6 pm. Come get a taste of 
summer camp!!! Great for children and youth, who are coming to camp for the first time or are 
deciding whether to attend. No Cost! No reservation needed! 
Address: 1401 Linnet Rd, Wrightwood, CA 92397 
 

Grand Camp             Sunday, June 30- Tuesday, July 2      $210 
    K---3rd with Grandparent(s) (price per pair) 
 
Senior High Camp      Sunday, July 7---Sat. July 13             $445 
      9th -- Grads 
 
Junior High Camp       Sunday, July 14—Sat. July 20           $445 
  6th – 9th graders 
 
Younger Elem Camp   Sunday, July 21—Wed. July 24       $200 
    2nd – 4th graders 
 
Older Elem Camp       Sunday, July 21—Friday, July 26     $445 
   4th --- 6th graders 

 
Registration at calpaccamps.campbrainregistration.com.  
More information at www.campwrightwood.com.  Scholarships are available from our church! 
Please let me know if you would like to attend! 
 
I look forward to seeing you each week!  
 
Blessings, peace, and love, 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 

WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Above: The Children sing a song in worship, 
led by Amy Nih and Margery Don. 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 
 

We had an inspiring service on Sunday, March 24, 
celebrating the 150th Anniversary of United Method-
ist Women!  

Thank you to Julie Asuncion for bringing the 
message about the past, present, and future of 
UMW.  

Thank you to Pastor Krista for helping to organ-
ize the service and giving the Pastoral prayer, 
providing the announcements, reading scrip-
ture, taking the offering and more!  

Thank you to the members of Walnut UMW for 
their dedicated service to God putting “faith, 
hope, and love into action”. We are starting 
our 8th year after being reorganized! We 
would love to have you join us!  

Thank you to the congregation for helping us with 
our Mission projects, such as collecting food, 
donating items for the care bags, bringing ba-
by shower and Christmas gifts for Serenity, to 
name a few.   

Thank you to Bruce Rosenberg and the choir for 
singing “You’ll Never Walk Alone” whole-
heartedly.  

Thank you to Carol Coy for creating a slide show 
of our past Mission activities!   

Thank you to Pam Zwingman for being our 
greeter. 

Thank you to Sandy Woolley for providing deli-
cious refreshments. Thank you to Julie Fisher 
and Mariana Iswara for helping serve. We 
appreciate their hospitality! 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the UMW 
Legacy Fund!  

 
Please come to our next meeting on Saturday, April 13 at 10:00 
am in the Fellowship Hall. Invite a friend! All are welcome! We 
will plan more for our Ladies’ Tea and Easter events.   Our tea 
will be held on Saturday, May 11. Our theme is “Love is Univer-
sal”!  
 
I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
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Walnut UM Preschool News 

We will start out the month focusing on Easter.  In class and in chapel,  we will  present the Easter 
story.  We will start with Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey, the last supper and end with His death 
and resurrection. The children will come to learn how much Jesus loves them and to know that He Is 
Alive!  The children will be having fun with Easter crafts and activities. We will end the month with 
Easter parties, egg hunts, and a marionette shows on April 10 & 11.   
 

The second part of the month we will be learning about Spring.  What child doesn’t like frogs, bugs, 
flowers and butterflies?  By using the things children love in our teaching we hope to also bring about 
a love for learning.  We will encourage the children to become aware of all the changes that occur 
when Mother Earth is coming to life and remember with them that all these wonderful gifts come 
from God.   
 

The Pre-K teachers have begun testing in preparation for parent conferences.  These will begin April 
29 through May 17. Parents sign up for a short visit with the teacher to discuss the child’s progress 
and readiness for kindergarten.  We do not have formal evaluations or conferences for our three’s 
class but the parents can  schedule a time to speak with the teacher if they feel a need to do so. 
 
Sincerely, 

Chris Torreyson  
Director      

On March 22nd, we hosted our second “Faith in Film” of the year and had great participation. 48 peo-
ple came, shared in a terrific potluck and watched “Mary Poppins” together. Many thanks to our pre-
school directors, Miss Chris and Miss Elizabeth, for promoting the event with our preschool families. 



WALNUT WORLD              PAGE 5 

If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 

Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—

offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeter 

April 7 Ace Castillo Liz Walters Austin Lie  

April 14 - PALM SUNDAY Jeff Chamlee Petra, Celi and  
Lorna 

Sophia Hill  

April 21 - EASTER Carol Coy Easter Brunch  
Potluck 

Mikaela Hill Corry Roarick 

April 28 Ara Vidal Julie Fisher and 
Sandy Woolley 

Areanne Custodio  

Worship Volunteers for April 2019 

 

April Calendar 
Monday, April 1   7:00PM   Trustees Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 3  10:00AM  Bible Study in the Sanctuary 
 

Friday, April 5   11:00AM   Graveside Service for Bill Bassett at  
       Forest Lawn, Covina Hills 
 

Saturday, April 6  10:00AM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, April 7   10:00AM  Worship with Holy Communion 
    11:20AM  Choir Cantata Rehearsal 
    11:20AM   Youth Pizza Lunch 
 

Monday, April 8   7:00PM   Finance Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 10  10:00AM  Bible Study in the Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, April 13  10:00AM  UMW Meeting  
    12:00PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, April 14  10:00AM  Palm Sunday Worship / Choir Cantata 
 

Monday, April  15  7:00PM   Preschool Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, April 18  7:00PM   Maundy Thursday worship at  
       Covina UMC, 437 W. San Bernardino Rd. 
 

Friday, April 19   12:00 - 3:00PM  Good Friday Interactive Stations 
 

Saturday, April 20  10:00AM - 12:00PM Easter Family Fun Day 
 

Sunday, April 21  8:30AM   Easter Brunch Potluck 
    10:00AM  Easter Sunday Worship  
    11:30AM  Egg Hunt for the kiddos! 
      
Saturday, April 27  10:00AM   Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, April 28  10:00AM  Worship Service 
 

Monday, April 29  7:00PM   Church Council Meeting 
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Do you know someone aged 16-25 with a sense of call? Our California-Pacific Annual Confer-
ence Youth and Young Adults are hosting a retreat: Called Out/Set Apart . Contact Pastor Krista 
if you are interested.  

 Friday, April 5th to Sunday, April 7th (knowing some will need to leave Saturday night for 
Sunday morning responsibilities) 

 16-25 year-olds sensing or exploring God's calling on their lives. (Those under 18 will need to 
name an accompanying adult)  

 The program includes worship, self- and small-group reflection, input times about what call-
ing, ministry, and next steps might be, as well as a self-discovery challenge and lots of space 
for engaging what rises to the surface with caring, spiritual guides.  

 Cost for the full weekend is $50. Those serving in employed leadership roles at camps or 
churches qualify for scholarships! 

Registration closes Friday, March 29! https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/
cosa_retreat_2019 

Spotlight on Youth 

Left: Many 
Thanks for all 
your donations  
for our Care 
Bags. We gath-
ered on March 
9th to put all the 
bags together 
and filled 65 
bags to give to 
our neighbors 
dealing with 
hardship and 
homelessness.  
There are still 
some available. 
Please pick them 
up in the church 
office.  

https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/cosa_retreat_2019
https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/cosa_retreat_2019




Easter Lilies! 
Help us decorate our sanctuary with 
lilies this Easter. Donate one in 
honor or in memory of a loved one 
with a gift 
of $10. Af-
ter Easter 
worship, 
you may 
take your 
plants 
home! 
 
Celebrate 
the season. 
He is risen! 


