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Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
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 Celebrating Our Freedoms 
 

 In 1954, J.R.R. Tolkien wrote his second instalment 
of The Lord of the Rings series called The Fellowship of the 
Ring, and in it, was a poem that contains this line: “Not all 
those who wander are lost.” 
 For many years, this sentiment made no sense to me. 
Wandering seemed pointless, aimless, like a waste of precious 
time. You see, I am a list-maker, a map-follower, dependent on 
agendas, calendars and plans. Inside, I believe that preparation 
is the key to success and busyness is an indication of useful-
ness. I must believe this, because I do all I can to plan for every 
eventuality, schedule every moment, choreograph every step 
and even though I complain about being too busy, I over-
schedule and over-task myself. I gain pleasure from busyness 
and planning. I have even been known to put something on my 
to-do list after that task has been completed, just to have the 
pleasure of crossing it off!  
 But no matter how much I plan or how thorough my To
-Do list is, God messes it up! Life interferes. Friends demand 
something of me. And my plans change. But I keep planning… 
why? Because I like to be busy: I like to feel needed. You see, I 
am a Martha. 
 In the gospel of Luke, chapter ten we are confronted 
with two very different responses to the presence of Jesus: 
Mary, the dutiful sister sits at the feet of Jesus, absorbing his every word, while Martha fusses 
over dinner. Being a Martha myself, this story always made me a bit angry… Why is Mary’s 
response the one Jesus prefers? Why was Martha chastised, when she is the one doing all the 
work?  
 In July, our sermon series is called “Celebrating Freedom” and we will examine what 
FREEDOM allows us to do and to be, and how Jesus instructs us to use our freedom for the 
good of our neighbors, our communities and our world. We will talk about the freedom to serve, 
as Martha did and the freedom to worship, as Mary did. We will discuss the freedoms we have 
to do the right thing, and the freedom we have to forgive others.  
 As we celebrate the freedoms we’ve been given, let us also remember that we are 

bound together in our hu-
man family. This Independ-
ence Day, let us consider 
how we can help others em-
brace the freedoms they 
have, too. 
 
May God bless us all, 

Pastor Krista 

Above: Margery sings “Shine 
Jesus Shine” as she waves her 
tongue of fire streamer on 
Pentecost Sunday. 
 

Below: the congregation 
waves their streamers on Pen-
tecost Sunday. 
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On June 9, 2019 we welcomed ten new people into our church family. They each come with a variety of gifts and 
talents and each is a blessing to our community. From Left to Right: Our Confirmands, Mikaela Hill and Jackie Peel-
er, Mavreen and Michael Peeler, Brenda Urquieta and her daughter Jessica, Mavis Harris and Corry Westerrink-
Roarick (joined as Affiliate Members), 
Tom Zhu and Ivy Young and their sons 
Max and Jonathon and Evelyn Parra. Welcome to our church family! 

Photos courtesy of Carol Coy 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

Happy Summer! We had a wonderful meeting in June celebrating all the June and July birthdays. 
We voted to donate to Friends of Padhar Schools from the proceeds of the Ladies’ Tea. Thankful-
ly we were able to support 12 students’ education in rural India for a year.  
 
Please mark your calendar and come to our next meeting on Saturday, Sept. 14 at 10:00 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. We will have our annual baby shower for Serenity Foster Care and Adop-
tion. Hopefully we can have a guest speaker. We will not meet in July and August. 
 
Serenity’s Wish List: 

Newborn Sleepers 
Newborn Clothes 
Preemie Clothes 
Infant Wash Cloths 
Receiving Blankets 
Infant Car Seat 
Booster Seats 
Youth Sports Equipment—Protective Gear (Helmet & Pads) 
Angel Care Monitor 
Personal Recordable Talking Teddy Bear 
Cotton Hand Mittens (Newborn) 
Infant Combs and Brushes 

 
May you have a wonderful summer!  
 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President  
rcepmartin@charter.net 

Founder of Methodism John Wesley’s message and his faith 
continue to speak to 21st-century Christians—calling for a reviv-
al of our hearts and souls so that our world might be changed. 
 
Join Adam Hamilton for a six-week journey as he travels to 
England, following the life of John Wesley and exploring his de-
fining characteristics of a Wesleyan Christian. Wesley’s story is 
our story. It defines our faith and it challenges us to rediscover 
our spiritual passion. 

Wednesday Book Study 
Beginning July 17 at 10:00AM 
“Revival: faith as Wesley lived it” 

By adam Hamilton 

Welcome to our church family! 
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On June 16th, we honored those men in our lives who “father” us 
and we celebrated those fathers, grandfathers, uncles and unofficial 
father-types among us. God bless you, fathers!  
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our Church 

Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—offering a 

smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeter 

July 7, 2019 Don Driftmier Mavreen Peeler Areanne Custodio  

July 14, 2019 Jeff Chamlee Marianna Ishwara Austin Lie  

July 21, 2019 Marc Dorrell Mavis Harris Jackie Peeler  

July 28, 2019 Carol Coy  Sophia Hill 
 

Worship Volunteers for July 2019 

 

July Calendar 
Monday, July 1    7:00PM  Trustees Committee Meeting 

Thursday, July 4     HOLIDAY - Office closed 

Friday, July 5      HOLIDAY - Office closed 

Sunday, July 7    8:45AM  Choir Rehearsal 

     10:00AM Worship  

     11:15AM Choir Rehearsal 

     11:30AM Youth Pizza Lunch 

Monday, July 8    7:00PM  Finance Committee Meeting 

Sunday, July 14    8:45AM  Choir Rehearsal 

     10:00AM Worship  

     11:15AM Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, July 17   10:00AM “Revival” Book Study in the Narthex 

Sunday, July 21    8:45AM  Choir Rehearsal 

     10:00AM Worship  

     11:15AM Choir Rehearsal 

Monday, July 22   7:00PM  Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, July 24   10:00AM “Revival” Book Study in the Narthex 

Saturday, July 27   10:00AM  “Under God’s Rainbow”  

       Summer Family Fun Day 

Sunday, July 28    8:45AM  Choir Rehearsal 

     10:00AM Worship  

     11:15AM Choir Rehearsal 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families, 
May your families have a joyful, 
safe, and adventure-filled sum-
mer! May God bless our students 
who are going to Elementary and 
Junior High Cal-Pac Camps at 
Wrightwood in July.    
 
We were blessed to hear the chil-
dren sing “Father’s Day is Here 
Again” in church and share what 
they loved to do with their Fa-
thers.  Thank you to Margery 
Don and Amy Nih for leading 
our children’s choir! The chil-
dren sing every week before the 
Sunday school lesson begins.  
 
We are having a special Summer 
Family Fun Day on Saturday, 
July 27 from 10:00-12:00AM. 
There will be arts and crafts, 
games, snacks and the story of Noah to share with the children. Volunteers are needed. Please contact 
Charlotte Hill if you can help. 
 

Each Sunday, Nursery care is available in 
Classroom 1. We are blessed to have new fam-
ilies attending with toddlers. Thank you for 
bringing your friends! Families are invited to 
come into service first, hear children’s mo-
ments, and then go to the nursery.  
 
During Sunday school each week, we watch a 
video about the Bible lesson, read the Bible, 
make crafts and/or play games, and learn how 
to be a part of God’s family. In July, we will 
learn about families in the Old Testament and 
how they relate to our families today. Our 

main Bible verse is “I will make your name respected, and you will be a blessing. (Genesis 12:2b).  All 
families are welcome!   
 

July 7      Abraham and Sarah       Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6                    
July 14     Abraham and Lot         Genesis 13:1-12  
July 21    Sarah and Isaac                 Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7  
July 28    Isaac and Rebekah             Genesis 24:1-67 

 
I look forward to seeing you each week!  
 
May God bless you with peace, joy, and love, 
 

Carroll Martin 
rcepmartin@charter.net 
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United  
Methodists 

at the  
Ballpark! 

 
Join Walnut UMC for an  

evening of fun. We have two 
opportunities to support our 

local teams: United Methodist 
Dodger Night is August 3rd 
and United Methodist Angel 

Night is August 17th. For tick-
ets and details, please contact 

Pam Zwingman  
at pjsperry@cpp.edu  

Dodgers  
vs. San Diego Padres 
August 3 at 6:10PM 

$30.00 - tickets 

angels 
vs. Chicago White Sox 

August 17 at 6:07PM 
$15.00 - tickets 

mailto:pjsperry@cpp.edu

