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A Note from the Pastor... 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. 
   ~  Hebrews 11:1 
 
 I heard a story about a person with a 
parachute who stayed in the plane and didn’t 
jump. No risk of pain, no risk of falling, safe 
and strapped inside the plane. And another 
who saw the risks and was afraid, but jumped 
anyway. And because she jumped, she 
learned to fly. 
 

 Faith is challenging. Often it requires 
us to jump even when we cannot see the net; even when we have no clear picture of the net; 
even when a net is just an idea. Faith is challenging because it depends on our understanding 
of how God works.  

  

I was recently asked about the “reality” of Heaven. Does Heaven exist? Are we going to be 
reunited with lost loved-ones after we die? What did I think? Now, this is not the first time 
I’ve been asked these questions and each time I stammer for words and reach for justification 
for my beliefs. I can quote scripture and theologies; I can research what John Wesley said; I 
can look at the near-death-experiences described in books. But each time I do, my words 
sound hollow and empty.  
 

“Does Heaven exist?” I was asked. And suddenly, I thought about 
what I know of God: God is merciful and compassionate. God 
wants the best for us. God delights in our joy and our connection 
with each other. Jesus, the divine incarnation, went to extremes to 
connect with others and gather people together. If all of this is true, 
would God keep us from our loved ones after this life is 
over?  Would God, who creates joy and love and laughter in this 
life, create an unhappy existence for us in the next?  
 

How can I be sure? Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. I don’t know the details, I don’t know 
the why’s or the when’s. But I have experienced the character of 
God and I trust that God will do what is best for us: in this life and 
whatever is to come next. 
 

 Faith sometimes requires that we jump, into new ideas, into 
new opportunities, into new circumstances. But if we do not jump, 

how will we know whether we can fly? 
     Happy flying, 

     Pastor Krista 

Above: Pastor Krista and Church Council Chair 
Linda high-5 after the Visioning Workshop. 

Above: Pastor Krista 
and Max enjoy a laugh 
together. 
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The new school year has begun and we 
are ready for another great year! 
 
During the month of September the 
teachers will focus on getting to know 
the children as well as helping them ad-
just to their new environment.  Our goal 
for the year is to provide numerous en-
joyable experiences in a school setting 
that makes learning a genuine source of 
pleasure, as well as teach them about 
God’s love.  Our hope is to  prepare the 
child for all future social, spiritual, and 
learning experiences that he/she may 
meet throughout life.   
 
Back-to-School night was on Tuesday, 
August 27. We had a  delightful time 

meeting with all the families. It gave us the opportunity to show  a little of what the children do 
here at school.  We received many words of encouragement and thanks which makes us feel 
good about the work we are doing and it motivates us to continue to do our best. A big THANK 
YOU to the United Methodist Women for helping to serve refreshments. 
 
On Thursday, September 12 and Friday, September13, Highlight Photography will be here to 
take school pictures.  

 
Please join us in asking God’s blessing on the staff, children and families that He has brought 
together through the preschool. 
 
                   Sincerely, 

          Chris Torreyson 
         Walnut UMP Director 

Walnut UM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

It is quiet around the house.  School is back in session.  We 
wonder what our youth are learning in the classroom?  We 
wonder what our youth are learning outside the class-
room.  We think back for a moment on our school days and 
what we learned from both.  Our youth of all young ages 
have a special place in their learning experience  here at 

Walnut UMC that prayerfully will transfer over to teachings of the classrooms, inside and out-
side.  Sunday School learning, social fun and a pizza or two are good foundations for the 
school classrooms, inside and outside.  Yes, school is back in session. 

       Don Driftmier  
        Youth Ministry 

Above: Our Preschool teachers greet the students and parents 
on Back to School Night! 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

I hope you had a pleasant summer! Please come to our 
first meeting after summer break on Saturday, Sept. 14 
at 10:00 am for our Serenity Baby Shower. Serenity 
Foster Care and Adoption sincerely appreciates our do-
nations for the newly placed foster children.  
 

Please see the wish list in the newsletter. We will not 
have a guest speaker since Serenity is having a picnic 
for all the foster families that day. However we will 
have a wonderful time of fellowship and a program 
about how we can continue the legacy of mission by 
turning faith, hope, and love into action for women, 
children, and youth. All are welcome! Join us! 
 

Thank you to Sandy Woolley, Dorothy and Cynthia Spann for helping to serve refreshments 
at the Walnut United Methodist Preschool Back- to- School night. It is a blessing to see all 
the Preschool families!  
 

We will not meet on Saturday, October 12 due to the Walnut Family Festival. Please sign-up 
to help that day at Suzanne Park!   
 

Upcoming Event: Cal-Pac Annual UMW Celebration Oct 26 at Claremont UMC. More de-
tails to come.  
 

I look forward to seeing you soon!  
 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President  
rcepmartin@charter.net 

Above: Ana adds her ideas to the mission  
statement at our Visioning Workshop and 
Potluck on April 25, 2019. 

Join us for the Serenity Baby Shower on September 14th at 10:00AM. Items needed for children 
and their parents in the Foster Care and Adoption Program: 

Youth Sports Equipment 
       —Protective Gear (Helmet & Pads) 
Angel Care Monitor 
Personal Recordable Talking Teddy Bear 
Cotton Hand Mittens (Newborn) 
Infant Combs and Brushes 

Newborn Sleepers 
Newborn Clothes 
Preemie Clothes 
Infant Wash Cloths 
Receiving Blankets 
Infant Car Seat 
Booster Seats 
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We See a New Church 
 
Great Workshop!  On Sunday, August 25, 2019 our visioning workshop 
and potluck was held following service.  We enjoyed delicious food, fel-
lowship, and the sharing of ideas as to how we move forward into 2020 
while embracing our church’s vision, “Growing by Believing and Doing”.  
There was outstanding participation by the congregation with almost eve-
ry seat filled.  Ideas were exchanged and shared on how we are currently 
living our vision and what we can do to implement our new expanded 
statement of belief: 
 

As a welcoming community of God, 
 we believe all people are created in God's image; 
 we strive to be ever-growing in our understanding of 

God and of one another; 
 we recognize our diversity and embrace  
 our differences;  

and we seek God's guidance as we endeavor to unite as one 
body of Christ in the world. 
 
You were a great group and your enthusiasm and positive spirit helped 
provide many ideas and recommendations and helped make our time to-
gether both productive and fun.  Also, a big “shout out” and “thank you” 
to those who submitted interest cards to join our leadership committees.  
Our church runs on volunteers and participation to team with our pastor 
and we are so blessed to have so many ready and willing to engage.   
 
Thanks for making this such a great workshop and I’m looking forward to 
2020. 
 

Linda Wilford,                                                                                                                            

Church Council Chair 

We See a New Church 

We See a New Church 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 

Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the 

church—offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex. Thanks! 

Date Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte Greeters 

Sept. 1 Liz Walters Maraina Iswara  Sophia Hill  

Sept. 8 Pam Zwingman Lorna DePano Mikaela Hill Mariana Iswara 

Sept. 15 Nellie Castillo Liz Walters Areanne Custodio  

Sept. 22 Judy Macready Amy Nih Austin Lie Mavis Harris 

Sept. 29  Alvin Soriano Sandy Woolley Jackie Peeler 

Worship Volunteers for September 2019 

 

September Calendar 
Sunday, September 1   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM Youth Pizza Lunch 

Monday, September 2   Labor Day Office Closed  

Wednesday, September 4  10:00 AM Bible Study in the Narthex 

Sunday, September 8   10:00 AM Worship  

     11:20 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Monday, September 9   7:00 PM  Trustees Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, September 11  10:00 AM Bible Study in the Narthex 

Saturday, September 14  10:00 AM UMW Meeting & Serenity Baby Shower 

Sunday, September 15   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:20 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Monday, September 16   7:00 PM  Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, September 18  10:00 AM Bible Study in the Narthex 

Sunday, September 22   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:20 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, September 24   7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting 

Wednesday, September 25  10:00 AM Bible Study in the Narthex 

Sunday, September 29   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:20 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Monday, September 30   7:00PM  Church Council Meeting  
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families, 
 
I hope each family had a good beginning to the school year! We 
have been blessed to have many new families come to church. We 
offer Sunday school for ages 4-12 and nursery for babies and tod-
dlers. Thank you for inviting your friends!  
 
Thank you to our Sunday school teachers, Charlotte Hill and Liz 
Walters. They faithfully plan the lessons, share their faith, prepare 
arts and crafts related to the lesson, and lovingly care for each 
child. Thank you for their service!  
 
In Sunday school, there will be a new theme for the year “Loving 
God, Loving Neighbor” using the Deep Blue curriculum by Abing-
don Press. “The children will discover what it means to be a disci-
ple of Jesus and a faithful part of their community.” They will learn 
the Bible stories, learn to serve, do arts and crafts, try science activi-
ties, watch an animated video, and play games.  
 
All children are welcome to come to Sunday school. In September, 
our main Bible verse is “The community of believers was one in 
heart and mind.” (Acts 4:32)     
 

Sept. 1      We are One                            1 Corinthians 12:12-31                    
Sept. 8      Communities Accept         John 4:1-42 
Sept. 15     Welcoming Others           Mark 10:46-52 
Sept. 22     Community Forgiveness    Luke 19:1-10 
Sept. 29     Children Contribute           John 6:1-15 

 
The children’s choir sang “Climb up Sunshine Mountain” in 
church on August 25. We were blessed to hear the children sing. 
Thank you to Margery Don and Amy Nih for leading our chil-
dren’s choir! The children practice singing every week before the 

Sunday school 
lesson begins.  
 
I look forward to 
seeing you each 
week!  
 
 
May God bless you with peace, joy, and love. 
 

  Carroll Martin 
  rcepmartin@charter.net 
 

Above: Liz and Roman get 
ready for church 
 
Below: Andreya and Grace  
help us with Special Music on 
August 25, 2019 

Above: Our Children sing “Climb Up Sunshine Moun-
tain” led by Margery Don and Amy Nih 

mailto:rcepmartin@charter.net
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 October 12, 2019 

Walnut Family Festival 
Our church will be participating in the 

Family Festival by cooking and serving 
hamburgers again this year! See Jeff 

Chamlee to volunteer!  

Coming up this Fall 


