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 A Year in Review 2019 by Pastor Krista 
As we conclude 2019, it is important for us to 

look back and acknowledge all the blessings 

God has given us.  Our worship services have 

been both meaningful and uplifting and I  

continue to enjoy the spirit of our congregation. 

I am grateful to our pianist, Grace Amador, and 

to our volunteer choir directors Linda Wilford, 

Bruce Rosenberg and Margery Don, for their 

tireless efforts and their dedication to our music 

program. The music program of our church is 

one of the most cited reasons members have 

joined our church and helps to lift our hearts in 

prayer and praise to our God. We continue to 

recruit and train new acolytes and new  

liturgists, and we are working to implement a 

greeter program to ensure a positive worship 

experience for our guests and visitors.  

 Once again, we combined with West Covina UMC and Covina UMC to worship 

on  Maundy Thursday at Covina UMC. In 2020, we will host the combined service. 

 Our choir hosts two awesome cantatas each year. On Palm Sunday, they lead us, with 

the help of our children and some dramatic reading, through the last week of Jesus’ life. On 

the fourth Sunday of Advent they lead us through the birth of Christ with song and scripture. 

Each year, these two worship experiences are highlights to our year and bring out a large 

crowd of supporters, family and friends.  

 Many of the highlights from the year include our children and youth and the ways 

they add to our community.  Our Children’s Ministry program, under the leadership of Car-

roll Martin and our team of teachers, childcare workers and volunteers, continues to be a bea-

con of light, reaching out to our families and to the greater Walnut community. Our special 

events this year have included our annual Easter Family Fun Day, Faith in Film showings of 

“Mary Poppins” and “Home” and our first Summer Family Fun Day. We’ve seen a marked 

increase in the number of families we are reaching through our Preschool with outreach ac-

tivities geared toward our preschool-aged children and their parents. That has been a real 

blessing.  

 Don Driftmier, Charlotte Hill  and I have been working with our youth, focusing on a 

monthly pizza lunch gathering and varied activities throughout the year, including a field trip 

to “Get Air” Trampoline Park and an upcoming Christmas party. They are a wonderful group 

Above: The children teach the congregation a 
song called “Thank You, Lord” for our 
Thanksgiving Sunday Service. 
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of young people and we are blessed to be a part of their lives.  

 This year, we’ve continued our Wednesday Morning Bible Study and we’ve studied the following 

books: “Parables from the Backside” by J. Ellsworth Kalas, “Miracles of Jesus” DVD and Book study, 

“Revival” DVD and Book Study by Adam Hamilton, “Ten Commandments from the Backside” by Kalas and 

we will finish the year with the Advent Study “Names for the Messiah” by Walter Brueggeman. In addition, we 

hosted a Faith and Film discussion and showing of “Heaven is for Real” and a viewing of “The Ten  

Commandments” with a delicious potluck.  

 This past Spring, with the help of Lay Leader Pam Zwingman and Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 

Carol Coy, I led a combined  

Confirmation and Membership class 

called “United Methodism 101.” In 

three sessions, we discussed the  

organization of the United Methodist 

Church, the committee structure and 

history of our congregation and  

answered questions about faith and 

life at our church. It was a wonderful 

exercise and after the session, we 

received eight new people into mem-

bership and confirmed two youth.   

 This year we said “goodbye” 

to two of our foundational members: 

Rev. Jim Brewster and Bill Bassett. 

We miss their spirit, but we are so 

grateful for the life they brought to 

our church community. In their welcoming spirit, we opened our arms to 16 new members and we rejoice that 

our congregation is blessed with new ideas, new talents and new opportunities. 

 On a personal note, I am grateful to this congregation for your support for my non-profit work with 

Friends of Padhar Schools, raising money to support schools, students and teachers in rural India. In  

January-February, I traveled to India and spent three weeks visiting schools and connecting with our contacts. 

We were blessed to have Rev. Jimmy Nih, Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett and Rev. Stephanie Rice as our 

preachers while I was away. I also attended my nephew’s graduation from Humboldt State University in the 

Spring and we were blessed by the presence of Rev. Darin Arntson in our pulpit. 

 This year has been a difficult one for me personally as I have suffered the deaths of many family  

members and friends, and as our denomination is struggling, but I am grateful for the support of this church 

community. I feel privileged to be a part of the ministry here at Walnut UMC and am grateful for the  

opportunity to work amongst you. God is present with us, directing and guiding us to love one another as God 

loves us. God will continue to be present with us as we seek His guidance to lead us forward.  Let us celebrate 

the year we’ve had and the challenges and blessings to come in 2020, knowing that in everything, God is at 

work in and through us. 

 

Blessings for a wonderful holiday 

season, 

 Pastor Krista 

  

 

Above: We welcomed  six new members into our church family on November 
17th! From Left to right: Lisa and Sean Lee, Girvin and Alvine Soriano and 
Ginny and Rev. Miguel de Guzman.  Welcome! 

Continued from Page 1 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

We had a very special meeting in November. We 
learned about Jesus coming as the light in our world. 
(John 8:12).  We shared about our lives; learning how 
we were all connected and related to each other.   
 
Thank you for your generous donations throughout the 
year. We were able to give back above and beyond 
what was planned to all of our Mission organizations. 
We gave to UMW-East District Five Channels of  
Giving and to our locally and internationally selected 
missions.  
 
Thank you to everyone for bringing non-perishable 
food for those in need at Thanksgiving time. The food 
was donated to Inland Valley Hope Partners.  
 
Thank you for choosing a foster child, placed by  
Serenity, Foster Care and Adoption, to get a Christmas 
gift. The families really appreciate our donations. 
Please bring the gifts in a gift bag back to church by 
Dec. 8. A few children are still available! 
 
Please come to our December meeting on Saturday, 
Dec. 14 at 10:00 am. All are welcome! Bring a friend! 
Our program will be about how the birth of Jesus was an “interrupting hope”. Our Bible verse 
is “Because of our God’s deep compassion, the dawn from heaven will break upon us, to give 
light to those who are sitting in darkness.” (Luke 1:78-79a; CEB) 
 
Please let Carol Coy know if you read at least 5 books this year, one from each category:  
Nurturing for Community; Social Action; Leadership Development; Spiritual Growth; and 
Education for Mission. New books can be checked out during our meeting and books can be 
returned.  
 
On Saturday, Dec. 7 from 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm, David and Margaret Youth and Family  
Services will have their Annual Holiday Open House & Boutique. The Open House will  
feature live music, Santa Photos, great shopping, crafts and more. Please bring a gift card or 
unwrapped gift valued at $20 or more to brighten the holidays for youth with a history of  
foster care!  The address is 1350 Third St. La Verne, CA 91750. Please let me know if you 
want to attend.  
 
May your families and you have a special Christmas season, celebrating the birth of Christ. 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!      
 

Carroll Martin 

WUMW President  

 

Above: Carol discusses an item for sale with 
June. Many thanks to all who purchased 
goods from African Team Ministries! 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry  

Dear Families, 
Thank you to everyone, church and preschool 
families, who donated non-perishable foods for 
those in need for Thanksgiving! The food was 
donated to Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta 
Warehouse in Pomona. We were thankful that 
they came to pick-up the food. They really  
appreciated the donation!  
 
I hope everyone is doing well! All children are 
welcome to come to Sunday school. We’ll  
continue our theme of “Loving God and Loving 
Neighbor.” In December, we’ll focus on the  
entire community surrounding the birth of Jesus. 
Our main Bible verse is “The angel said, ‘Don’t 
be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wondrous, joyous news for all people’”. (Luke 
2:10)  

 
Dec. 1    Mary’s Story              Luke 1: 26-38, 46-47                
Dec. 8   Joseph’s Story             Matthew 1:18-24 
Dec. 15  Jesus is Coming          Luke 2:1-5  
Dec. 22  Jesus is Born              Luke 2: 5-7  
Dec. 29  Shepherd’s Story        Luke 2: 8-20 

 
We were blessed to hear the children sing “Thank you, Lord, for Saving my Soul” on Nov. 24. On 
Dec. 22, the children will sing “Away in the Manger”. Thank you to Margery Don and Amy Nih for 
leading our children’s choir! The children, including the toddlers, practice singing every week  
before the Sunday school lesson begins.  
May your families and you have a blessed Christmas season filled with love, peace, health, and joy!   
 
    Blessings and Peace, 

    Carroll Martin 

How do you build a foundation for a lifetime faith journey?  Is it a 
slice of pizza?  A celebration of who builds the best taco?  Learning 
to hit more bowling pins? Jumping on all kinds of  
trampolines?  Being an acolyte?  Leading the congregation as a  
liturgist?  Is it providing special music in a worship service?  Reading 
Bible versus for lifetime learning and sharing Bible knowledge in a 
Bible bowl?  Is it coming to worship most 
every Sunday and hanging out with 

friends?  It is all of these and more that our youth are 
using to build that  
foundation for a lifetime faith journey.  We look forward to our Christmas 
gathering at Pastor Krista's home on December 8 at 12 PM.  As the 
new year approaches, keep a look out for our Walnut United Methodist 
Church youth T-shirts!  Coming soon to a youth near you! 
 

        Blessings, 

          Don Driftmier 

 
 

Above: Lizzie sings “Thank you, Lord” with the help of the 
big girls in Sunday School. 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 

Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the 

church—offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex. Thanks! 

Date Greeters Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

Dec. 1 Michael Peeler Jeff Chamlee Mavreen Peeler Sophia Hill 

Dec. 8 Leslie Tsai Carol Coy 
Mavis Harris and  
Corry Westerink 

Mikaela Hill 

Dec. 15 Evelyn Parra Carol Castillo  Areanne Custodio 

Dec. 22 Stacy Manfredi Robert Macready Lisa Lee Jackie Peeler 

Dec. 29 Evelyn Parra Andreya Custodio Sandy Woolley Mikaela Hill 

Worship Volunteers for December 2019 

 

December Calendar 
Sunday, December 1    10:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion 

     11:00 AM Charge Conference  

Monday, December 2     7:00 PM  Trustees Committee Meeting  

Wednesday, December 4   10:00 AM  Bible Study in the Narthex  

Saturday, December 7    10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  

     12:00 PM  Youth Christmas Party at the Parsonage 

Sunday, December 8    10:00 AM Worship  

Monday, December 9     7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting  

Wednesday, December 11   10:00 AM Bible Study in the Narthex  

Saturday, December 14   10:00 AM WUMW Meeting  

     12:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

       2:00 PM Open House at the Parsonage    

Sunday, December 15    10:00 AM Worship 

Monday, December 16      7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting  

Wednesday, December 18     9:00 AM Bible Study at Pastor’s Office  

Saturday, December 21    10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 22    10:00 AM Worship 

       Christmas Cantata  

Tuesday, December 24     7:00 PM  Christmas Eve Service  

       Office Closed  

Wednesday, December 25    Christmas—Office Closed 

Saturday, December 28   10:00 AM  Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday, December 29   10:00 AM  Worship  

Tuesday, December 31     Office Open—Preschool Closed  
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WALNUT UM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

It’s hard to believe December is upon us, this school year is going so fast. Our Christmas program is just 
around the corner. We have started practicing Christmas songs while still planning our Thanksgiving 
feast!  
 

Christmas is a favorite time of year here at preschool. It’s busy but fun making presents for mom and dad, 
Christmas crafts, visit from Santa, our Christmas Program, and Christmas parties. There is so much to do 
that we can sometimes lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas. So, everyday we will take time to  
remind ourselves and the children why we celebrate Christmas, and by doing so, we hope to make it a 
more meaningful experience.  In chapel and in class we will teach of the birth of Christ. Our Bible Verse 
this month is Luke 2:11 “ For unto you a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord”.  Over the holidays 
I hope that you will join us in rejoicing in the reason for the season, the birth of God’s son Jesus! 
 

December activities will include; a Christmas Program on Tuesday, December 17 and Wednesday,  
December 18. Guests are invited to join us in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m., the program will start promptly 
at 10:45 a.m. What better way to get into the Christmas spirit than to see and hear children  experiencing 
the joy of the season! 
 

Santa will visit the children on Thursday, December 12 and Friday, December 13. Each child will have 
the opportunity to meet Santa and take a picture with him. 
 

Last but not least, Christmas parties will be on December 19 & 20. 
 
As you can see, we have a very busy month planned! May your Holiday 
and New Year be filled with joy!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Chris Torreyson  
 

Director 





Coming up this Winter 

Join us for Bible Study during Advent! 
Wednesdays at 10:00AM  

beginning Nov. 27th 
Join us for our Advent book study of “Names for the Messiah” by Walter 

Brueggemann. In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four roy-

al titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince 

of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how the people 

understood it then, how Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, and how 

Christians interpret Jesus as representative of that title.  

Open House at the Parsonage 
Saturday, December  14  

2:00PM-5:00PM 
 

1336 Wake Forest Avenue, Walnut 
Drop by for some sweet treats and an 
opportunity to celebrate the season 

with your church family. 


