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 A Note from the Pastor... 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone,  
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 
flock,  
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost,  
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry,  
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations,  
To bring peace among all, 
To make music in the heart.  

“The Work of Christmas”  
by Howard Thurman 

 

Often, at the end of the Christmas 
season, I experience a let-down. 
The rush of Advent preparations, 
the parties and festive occasions, 
the gift-giving and gift-receiving: 
all of these push us toward the 
marvelous service of candlelight 
and “Silent Night” and then the 
joys of Christmas morning. But 
after December 25th, what do we do? What keeps us busy? What should occupy our time and 
energy?  
 This poem by Howard Thurman guides me into the new year that is 2020. Called 
“The Work of Christmas,” the poem was published in a collection called The Moods of 
Christmas in 1985 and contains some of my favorite poems, ones I use often in my sermons, 
writings and reflections.  
 In December, our sanctuary was filled with parents, grandparents, siblings and  
admirers to watch their students in the Preschool Christmas Program. The classes, led by  
dedicated teachers and staff, dressed as angels and shepherds, put on their best suits and 
dresses and recited poems and sang songs of Christmas. And they were all wonderful, but the 
real work of Christmas happens when the children come back to school the following day: 
when our teachers comfort a lonely child; when our teachers help the children navigate rela-
tionships with their peers; when our teachers model the kindness and acceptance of Jesus in 
their classrooms.  
 As we enter into a new year (and a new decade!) we have the opportunity to begin 
the work of Christmas anew. In each gathering, each bible study or Sunday school class, in 
each choir rehearsal, worship service or committee meeting, we ask ourselves: How are we 
doing the work of Christmas? How are we working “to find the lost, heal the broken, feed the 
hungry?” How can we help to release people from all that binds them? How is our work help-
ing to rebuild the nations and bring peace to the world? How is our ministry, our presence, 
our living creating music in the hearts of those we encounter?  
 

     Blessings to you as we begin 2020!  

        Pastor Krista  
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WALNUT UM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Starting off the new 
year with a getting 
to know our youth 
interview! 

Just who was that 
dressed in the  
T-Rex Dinosaur 

costume on that Halloween Sunday? Could that be the same 
young lady that as an acolyte dutifully lights the alter candles? Well if you guessed Mikaela Hill you are 
correct! This month the youth spotlight shines on Mikaela.  
 
Some fun facts: Mikaela, upon completion of her confirmation class, is a confirmed member of our  
congregation. At age 11 she is a student at Suzanne Middle School. I am told her favorite subject at 
school is lunch because she gets to eat and talk with her friends. Bring back memories anyone? Recently 
she had to do a report on a person from the Assyrian time period. Mikaela choose Daniel from the Bible, 
a solid choice indeed!  She learned that there is way more to Daniel then just the lion's den story.  
A ringer for our next Bible bowl. 
 
Mikaela's favorite church activity is the Youth Pizza gatherings. Outside of church activities her favorite 
choice of an activity is roller skating. Mikaela earned the award for most ambitious arrival at our recent 
youth Christmas gathering at the parsonage. She rode a rather large three wheeled bicycle with a basket 
on the back filled with a cooler full of goodies from her home to the parsonage! The joys of youth!  

Thank you Mikaela for sharing some great information about you, and thank you for being an active part 
of our Walnut United Methodist Church family.  

Don Driftmier  

Happy New Year!  
 
I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season. All our Christmas events were a big success but 
with the busy holiday season behind us it’s time to get back to work, play and learning!  
The children have really come a long way since school began. They have made great friendships 
and are doing well socially. They are always eager to take part in crafts and learning activities. 
They especially love music and movement! We are enjoying our year with them and are  
confident that they are enjoying their time at school. 
 
We will be closed Monday, January 20, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 
On January 27 & 28, the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project Inc. will be here doing  
vision screening for all the children at no cost. This is a great program that helps identify vision  
problems at a young age. 
 
As the new year begins, I ask you to join me in asking for God’s blessings on the school and the  
children He has placed in our care. We will pray that the new year bring many  
blessings to you and your families as well. 
 
Sincerely,  

Chris Torreyson 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

We had a wonderful meeting in December. Thank you to Carol Coy for beautifully leading 
the meeting. Thank you to Petra Movido for bringing refreshments. Her sandwiches and  
famous cookies were delicious. Carol gave the devotions and the program about how 
God’s light shines in the world around us. Everyone shared their favorite holiday  
traditions. Thank you to Sandy Woolley for preparing the financial statement and  
treasurer’s report for November. Thank you to  
Dorothy Spann for being our treasurer.  
 
Our UMW reading program was very successful 
this year! Carol Coy presented Certificates of 
Recognition to Jackie Navarro for completing Plan 
2 (10 books) this year; Sandy Woolley, Muriel 
Rawate, Celi Manacop, and Carol Coy for  
completing Plan 1 – reading 5 books. Thirteen 
members read at least one book during the year.  
Carol also recommended the books for 2020. Thank 
you to Carol Coy for being our UMW Reading  
Program Coordinator!  
 
Thank you for donating Christmas gifts for 30  
Foster children placed by Serenity, Foster Care and 
Adoption. Thank you to Julie Fisher and Sandy 
Woolley for taking the gifts to Serenity. It was a 
blessing to shop for the children and the families 
truly appreciated our gifts.  
 
Very sadly, my husband, Richard Martin, passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 12. Thank you very much 
for your prayers and offers to help during this time. I really appreciate our loving church 
family! You are welcome to come to his Memorial Service on Saturday, January 11 at 2:00 
pm at our church. The reception will follow. Since this is the day of our regular meeting we 
will not meet until February.  
 
Upcoming events: Please let me know if you want to gather items and assemble care bags 
again for the homeless. Also, let’s collect soup cans again for “Souper” Bowl Sunday on 
Feb. 2.   
 
Please come to our next meeting on February 8 at 10:00 am in the fellowship hall. All are 
welcome to attend our meeting! Please bring a friend!  
 
May your families and you have blessed New Year. May God bless you with good health, 
hope, peace, joy, and love!       
 

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President 

Above: Sandy, Julie, and Carroll deliver our 
gifts to Serenity Forster Care.  
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WUMC Children’s Ministry  

Happy New Year! 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope everyone is doing well! We are truly blessed by each family who comes to 
worship at Walnut UMC. During the New Year may we continue to grow in our faith 
and continue to learn with our children. All are welcome to 
come to Worship and Sunday school.  
 
Thank you very much for our Sunday school teachers,  
Charlotte Hill and Liz Walters! They prepare their lessons 
with special meaningful crafts; share their faith with the  
children; and care for each child.  
 
Thank you very much for our childcare workers, Savannah 
Clark Humble, Maddilynn Morris, and Barbara Muñoz. They 
take care of the toddlers in our nursery and help the main  
Sunday school teacher. Thank you to Julie Gonzalez, who fills 
in when someone is absent. We appreciate their wonderful 
care for the little ones.  
 
In January, we’ll continue our theme of “Loving God and Loving Neighbor”. We’ll 

focus on the beginning of Jesus’s ministry. Our main Bible 
verse is “So they went out and proclaimed that people should 
change their hearts and lives.” (Mark 6:12) 
 
Jan. 5       Jesus is Baptized                 Mark 9:1-11                
Jan. 12     Jesus Brings Good News       Luke 4:14:30 
Jan. 19     Jesus Calls Levi                    Luke 5: 27-32  
Jan. 26     Jesus Sends the Disciples       Mark 6:7-13  
 
We were blessed to hear the children sing “Away in the  
Manger” and “High in the Heavens” on Dec. 22. Thank you to 
Margery Don and Amy Nih for leading our children’s choir! 
The children, including the toddlers, practice singing every 

week before the Sunday school lesson begins.  
 
May your families and you have a blessed 
New Year filled with love, peace, health, and 
joy!   
 
May God bless you! 
 

Carroll Martin 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our 

Church Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the 

church—offering a smile and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex. Thanks! 

Date Greeters Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

Jan. 5 Ivy Yang Ara Vidal Jeff Chamlee Areanne Custodio 

Jan. 12  Michael Peeler Sandy Woolley  Jackie Peeler 

Jan. 19 Evelyn Parra Ace Castillo  Amy Nih Sophia Hill 

Jan. 26 Evelyn Parra Jon Yu Nancy Yu Mikaela Hill  

Worship Volunteers for January 2020 

 

January Calendar 
 

Wednesday, January 1     New Years Day—Office Closed 

Saturday, January 4   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, January 5   10:00 AM  Worship 

     11:00 AM  Youth Pizza Lunch  

Monday, January 6     7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, January 7     Pastor Krista leaves for India until Jan. 30 

Saturday, January 11   10:00 AM  Choir Rehearsal 

       2:00 PM  Rick Martin’s Memorial Service  

       3:00 PM Reception (following the Memorial Service) 

Sunday, January 12   10:00 AM Worship with Carol Coy  

Monday, January 13      7:00 PM  Finance Committee Meeting 

Saturday, January 18   10:00 AM  Choir Rehearsal 

     11:00 AM  Lee Singerman’s Memorial Service 

     12:00 PM  Reception (following the Memorial  Service) 

Sunday, January 19    10:00 AM Worship with Pastor Jimmy Nih 

Monday, January 20     7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting 

Saturday, January 25   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday, January 26   10:00 AM  Worship with Pastor Jimmy Nih 

Monday, January 27     7:00 PM Church Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 30     Pastor Krista comes back from India  
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Where in the world is Pastor Krista? 
 
This month I will be making my annual trip to central 
India as a part of my non-profit organization called 
Friends of Padhar Schools.  I fly into Mumbai, then 
travel by regional airline to Nagpur, then take a car to 
Padhar, a small village near Betul in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh. While there I will meet with adminis-
trators, staff and students at six of the schools we are 
supporting. Then I travel to Paratwada in the state of 
Maharashtra to visit the remaining two schools we 
support. I am grateful to the congregation for their 
support of the mission work I do in India and look for-
ward to sharing stories and photos 
upon my return!  
  
 Until February!  

  Pastor Krista 





Coming up this New Year 

Souper 
Bowl  

Sunday  
2020 

January 2-February 2 


