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 A Note from the Pastor ... 

“Even so the body is not made up of one part but 
of many. Now if the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the 
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in 
fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they 
were all one part, where would the body be? As it 
is, there are many parts, but one body.”   
  ~ 1 Corinthians 12: 14 - 20  

 
I have just returned from India: three weeks 
representing Friends of Padhar Schools. In 2015, I founded this non-profit organization to 
support the schools in a small village in central India called Padhar, but we have since ex-
panded to support eight schools in the states of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. During the 
three weeks of my trip I visited each school, met with teachers and administrators, and 
checked in on the projects and students that we’ve supported this last year.  It was a busy trip, 
but one that energizes my spirit and renews my call. 
 
This year, I was treated to an Annual Day Celebration at Felix Convent School in Paratwada, 
Maharashtra. “Annual Day” is the yearly recap of accomplishments, presentation of awards 
and honors, and a report on the state of the school. It also included dances and dramatic 
presentations from each of the classes and parents and families came from far and wide to 
support their children. 
 
Felix Convent School is an English Medium School, with classes conducted in both English 
and Marathi. This year they moved classes 1-8 to a new campus while keeping the Nursery 
and Kindergarten classes at the old facility. Because the school is located in a very poor com-
munity and families are limited in what they can supply to the students, the school rented all 
the costumes for the dances, rented the chairs, stage and sound system and provided snacks 
and refreshments to the guests; all to ensure the success of the program and the pride of ac-
complishment for the students.   
 
As I sat enjoying the five-hour program, I had plenty of time to think about how Felix Con-
vent school mirrors what we are doing at Walnut United Methodist Church. Felix is located 
in a community with people who are Hindu, Muslim and Christian. Children speak Hindi, 
Marathi and some English. Every child comes with their own problems and challenges, gifts 
and abilities, and the school is charged with helping each child reach their full potential. The 
school works within the cultural, societal and religious norms to ensure all children have 
equal opportunities.  
 

Above: Pastor Krista is introduced as the Guest 
of Honor at the Annual Day Celebration at Felix 
Convent School in Paratwada, Maharashtra, 
India on January 23, 2020. 

Continued on Page 6 
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WALNUT UM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Another installment about getting to know our youth interview! 

We have enjoyed her musicianship playing the oboe, 
double reed and all, and the auto harp with our choir 
performance of special music. She has been an acolyte 

for quite some time lighting the alter candles to open our worship services and at the 
end of the service putting out the candles to close our worship services. This is a fami-
ly affair as we are sharing some interesting information this month about Sophia Hill! 

Some fun facts:  Sophia is a confirmed member of our congregation.  At age 13 she is 
an eighth grade student at Suzanne Middle School.  Sophia shared that what she likes 
best about Suzanne is her teachers.  "They try and make learning fun and crea-
tive".  But, she doesn't like tests!  Bring back memories anyone?   

When asked about what she likes best about Walnut UMC, the answer was Pastor 
Krista!  "She is funny, good with kids of all ages and always kind."  Sophia has an 
unique talent in drawing.  I have seen her work at our pizza lunches and she is indeed 
talented.  My source tells me her grocery list always has creative doodles.  In the near 
future we will all get to see her talent as she has come up with a great design idea for 
our youth hoodies.  I will wait to share it until we all see it in real life. 

Thank you Sophia for sharing some great information about you, and thank you for being an active part of our 
Walnut United Methodist Church Family,  

Don Driftmier 

 

Although we have just begun 2020, here at preschool it’s time to start thinking about Fall and the next school year. 
We will begin the sign-up and registration process for kindergarten early this month. The  
pre-K and three’s registration for our current preschool families will begin towards the end of the month. We will 
start calling our waiting list and begin outside registration for new students during the first part of March. If you are 
considering our school for your child, please give me a call soon!  

 
The kindergarten class will begin parent conferences on February 3. We are proud to say the entire class is  
reading! The pre-K children have been busy working on kindergarten preparedness. Our three year old classes will 
continue to work on social skills and introducing beginning academics. In chapel, we will learn the stories that 
show Jesus’s love and care for His people as He does wonderful miracles.   
 
Our theme this month is “Community Helpers” so we have the sheriff coming out on February 24 & 25 and are also 
trying to schedule a visit from the Fire Department. 
 
We will have a “Fun with Bubbles” show along with Valentine’s Day parties on February 13th and 14th..  
 
We have always thought of February as the month of “love.” 1 John 3:18 says, “Dear Children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and in truth”. Let’s be an example to our children not just this month but all year 
long. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

       Chris Torreyson 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

Please come to our first meeting of the New Year on Satur-
day, Feb. 8 at 10:00 am – 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
All are welcome to attend! Please bring a friend. We will 
have devotions, program, and discuss plans for the year. 
Your ideas are greatly appreciated. Our program will be about “how the light within us ex-
pands our hope for a more just world.”  

 

At our meeting we will take a special offering, A Call to Prayer and Self Denial. This 
year’s offering will emphasize “Meeting God’s Call to Transform Communities”. 100 % of 
the offering will go directly to women, children and youth.  

 

We will start to collect items for the care bags for the homeless. Thank you to Linda Wil-
ford for organizing the sign-up sheet and making the posters. We will assemble them at our 
March meeting.  

 

Thank you very much for bringing delicious food and helping to serve at  my husband’s 
memorial service. Many heartfelt thanks to Sandy Woolley for organizing the reception. 
Thank you very much for the basket of beautiful green plants at the service. Your  

hospitality and loving care was greatly appreciated!  

 

Thank you for bringing cans of soup for “Souper Bowl Sunday” food drive. The food will 
be delivered to Inland Valley Hope Partners.  

 

I look forward to seeing you soon! May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, 
and love!       

 

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President 

 

Right: Pastor Krista and the 
children of WUMC enjoy the 
children’s moment together 
on January 5, 2020 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry  

Dear Families, 
 

I hope everyone is doing well! Please join us for Sunday 
school each week and invite a friend! Nursery care is availa-
ble during the service in Classroom 1. The children are invit-
ed to come with their families into the sanctuary at 10:00 am 
and have children’s moments with Pastor Krista. Then they 
go to Sunday school. 
 

We were blessed to hear the children sing “Father Abraham” 
in church on Sunday, Jan. 26. The children enjoyed doing 
the hand motions. In February, the children will sing “Magic 
Penny”. The first line is “Love is something, if you give it 
away.” The children, including the toddlers, practice before 
the Sunday school lesson begins.  
 

In February, we’ll learn about leaders in the Old Testament 
and leaders in the community. Our main Bible verse is “He 
did what was right in the Lord’s eyes.” (II Kings 22:2) 

The lessons include reading the Bible, creative crafts and/or 
games, watching a video, and prayer.  
 

Feb.  2     Deborah                     Judges 4:4-16                

Feb. 9      David                         1 Samuel 16:1-23      

Feb. 16    The Servant Girl          II Kings 5:1-19                    

Feb. 23     Josiah                       II Kings  22:1-23:23   

 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday!  

     

May God bless you with, love, peace, health, and joy! 

Carroll Martin 
 

Above: Lizzie and Jonathon enjoy 
Children’s time. 

Prayer List 

Let us pray: 

For our beloved WUMC 

family members:  

 Geri Abracosa,  

 Telma Andrews, 

 Jocelyn Bote, 

 Marge Bustam,  

 Marilyn Driftmier, 

 Yvonne Garg, 

 Justin Manfredi. 

 Elaine Potter 

 

For those  who are griev-

ing, especially the fami-

lies of Rick Martin , Lee 

Singerman and Sophia 

Hui. 

 

For our hurting world. 

 

For those in need of help 

and healing. 

 

In the name of Jesus, we 

pray. Amen. 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our Church 

Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—offering a smile 

and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Greeters Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

Feb. 2 Leslie Tsai Louisa Amezcua Pam Zwingman Areanne Custodio 

Feb. 9  Pam Zwingman Evelyn Parra Mikaela Hill 

Feb. 16  Nellie Castillo Amy Nih Sophia Hill 

Feb. 23  Michael Peeler Mavreen Peeler Jackie Peeler 

Worship Volunteers for February 2020 

 

February Calendar 
 

Saturday, February 1   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal     

Sunday, February 2    10:00 AM Worship with Deaconess Sharon McCart 

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music) 

Monday, February 3     7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting 

Saturday, February 8    10:00 AM UMW Meeting 

     12:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, February 9   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM Choir Practice (Easter Music) 

     11:30 AM Education Committee Meeting 

Monday, February 10     7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, February 12  10:00 AM Lectionary Bible Study in Narthex 

Saturday, February 15   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

       1:00 PM  Pet Blessing  

Sunday, February 16    10:00 AM Worship 

     11:00 AM Pastor Krista's Reflections on India 

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music)  

Tuesday, February 18     7:00 PM  Preschool Board Meeting 

Wednesday, February 19  10:00 AM Lectionary Bible Study in Narthex 

Saturday, February 22   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, February 23   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music)  

     11:30 AM Youth Bowling Event 

Monday, February 24     7:00 PM Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, February 26    Ash Wednesday 

     10:00 AM Lectionary Bible Study in Narthex 

Saturday, February 29   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
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During a dance of the Class 7 and 8 girls, I noticed one of 
the dancers’ costumes was different than the others. While 
most of the girls’ sparkly red and purple costumes included 
a top that exposed a bare midriff, one costume was sewn to 
keep that girl’s midriff covered while she danced. When I 
asked about the difference in costuming, the teachers told 
me the girl was Muslim and the costume was adjusted so 
she could fully participate.  
 
At Walnut UMC, we are all different: different ages and 
races, different cultures and generations, different political-
ly and ideologically, with different thoughts, values and 
opinions. We each have our challenges and our gifts, our 
responsibilities and our needs. Our church community is as 
varied as Felix School, and like Felix, we make adjust-
ments so that all people can participate.  
 
When someone loses their hearing or their vision is im-
paired, we ask ourselves how to adjust to ensure they can 
fully participate. Do we need to put our bible texts on the 
screen so they are more visually accessible or should we 
invest in an earphone system for the hearing impaired? 
 
When new babies, toddlers or children arrive in our com-
munity we ask ourselves how to adjust so that we can val-
ue each person and provide all opportunities to each fami-
ly.  Do we have enough Nursery care workers and the 
equipment and supplies they need? Should we invest in 
more educational materials for children, youth and fami-

lies?  
 
When people in our community have differing opinions 
about politics, culture, values and living in this complex 
world, we ask ourselves how to address these differences? 
Do we offer discussion groups, book studies or a sermon 
series? Should we reach out to others to help us understand 
the “other side?”  How do we need to adjust to ensure we 
remain a church family for all people in the Body of 
Christ? 
 
We need each other. As we celebrate the love in our lives, 
let us celebrate the diversity God has created and let us 
learn to love each other, even with our differences. 

       And may God bless us all,  

         Pastor Krista 

Continued from Page 1 

Above: The Class 7 and 8 girls prepared for their 
dance at the Annual Day Celebration at Felix Convent 
School, January23, 2020 
 
Below: Pastor Krista poses for some selfies with the 
boys at Felix Convent School, January 23, 2020 






