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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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WALNUT UM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from our Director: 
We have been busy completing fall registration for our current families and will begin calling 
from the waiting list on March 2nd. We found that most of the new families coming in have 
come because someone has shared with them about our school and for that we are thankful. 
The best form of advertisement is word of mouth. On March 13th, the Walnut Fire Department 
will be coming to the preschool to talk to the children about their job and fire safety. They will 
bring out a fire truck to show the children as well as some of their equipment. The children al-
ways enjoy this visit! On March 26 and 27, Images 4 Kids will come to our school and take 
Spring photos of the children. March brings many fun topics for the teachers to use in their cur-
riculum. There is St. Patrick’s Day, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday, weather, senses, spring and insects. 
We find giving teachers the freedom to pick the themes they want to use in their planning re-
sults in a better lesson. It’s inspiring to watch the children having fun while learning. In chapel, 
the stories we will teach on this month are, Jesus heals a blind man, Jesus calms the storm and 
The Wise Man and the Foolish Man. On the last week of the month we will begin to introduce 
the story of Easter. Along with the stories, much focus will also be put on prayer and worship. 
We want the children to know, like in the stories, God hears their prayers and loves to hear 
them sing praise to the Lord. 

  Sincerely, 
 

  Chris Torreyson 

WUMC Youth Bowling Trip 
February 23, 2020 
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  Walnut United Methodist Women 

Spring is coming soon! I 
hope you are enjoying 
warmer weather and the 
joy of serving and helping 
others!  
 
Please come to our  
meeting on Saturday, 
Mar.14 at 10:00 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will 
assemble care bags for the 
homeless during the  
beginning of our meeting. 
Families are welcome to 
come! Help is needed at 9 
am to help set up the  
tables with the items to be 
assembled. Please let me know if you can come early. Thank you! 
 
Please see Linda Wilford for a list of items that are needed for the care bags. These 
items include toothpaste and toothbrushes, shampoos, combs, deodorant, band aids, 

wipes, granola bars, tuna packs, socks, gloves, and 
ponchos, etc.  Thank you to everyone who already 
brought their items!  
 
During the March meeting, we will also plan for 
Easter events and our Ladies’ Tea! Due to  
graduation events, we will need to choose another 
date for the tea. Your ideas and participation are 
greatly appreciated!  
 
Our meeting in April will be on Saturday, April 18, 
the week after Easter. On April 11, our usual  
meeting day, we will have the Easter Family Fun 
Day instead. Please note this change!  
 
I look forward to seeing you soon! May God bless 
you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!       

 Carroll Martin 
 WUMW President 

Prayer List 
Let us pray: 

For our beloved WUMC family members:  
Geri Abracosa,  
Telma Andrews, 
 Jocelyn Bote,  
Marge Bustam, 
 Justin Manfredi,  
and Ruth Molnar 

 

For those affected by the Corona Virus 
throughout the world.  
 

For those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one, a relationship, an oppor tunity. 
 

For our hur ting world. 
 

For those in need of help and healing. 
 

In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry  

Dear Families, 
 
On February 23, we were blessed to 

hear the children sing “Magic Penny” 
and the congregation joined in during 
the second time it was sung. The first 
line is “Love is something, if you give it 
away.” The children, including the  

toddlers, enjoy practicing songs be-
fore the Sunday school lesson be-
gins. They usually perform the songs 

in church on the last  
Sunday of the month.  
 
Please join us for Sunday school each 
week and invite a friend! Nursery 
care is available during the service in 
Classroom 1. The children are invited to come with their  

families into the sanctuary at 10:00 am and have 
children’s moments with Pastor Krista.  
Afterward, they go to Sunday school. 
 
In March, we’ll learn about the events in  

Jesus’s life before Easter. The main Bible verse 
is “If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed 
your feet, you too must wash each other’s 
feet.” (John 13:14) The children will explore about 
being servants and helping others.  
The lessons include reading the Bible,  
creative crafts and/or games, watching a        
video, and prayer.  
 
Mar. 1     Jesus Teaches                   Matthew 5:1-9                

Mar. 8     Mary Anoints Jesus          John 12:1-8      
   Mar. 15   Jesus Washes Feet          John 13: 1-17                    
Mar. 22   Jesus Breaks the Bread     Mark 14: 12-26 

    Mar. 29   Jesus Prays                     Matthew 26:36-46   
 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday!     
  
May God bless you with, love, peace, health, and joy!. 
 

Carroll Martin 

Above: The Amezcua family enjoys some cake 
during Fellowship time.  

Above: Collin and Marilyn enjoy 
the service together. 
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If you would like to be involved in worship, there are many vital opportunities available: Singing in our Church 

Choir; Providing refreshments and flowers for the altar; Greeting people as they enter the church—offering a smile 

and some hospitality. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. Thanks! 

Date Greeters Liturgist Refreshments Acolyte 

March 1  Nancy Lu Ivy Yang Areanne Custodio 

March 8  Don Driftmier Sandy Woolley  Mikaela Hill 

March 15  Ace Castillo 
Celi Manacop and  

Carol Castillo 
Sophia Hill 

March 22 Evelyn Parra Pam Zwingman Elizabeth Walters Jackie Peeler 

March 29  Manny Don Amy Nih Areanne Custodio 

Worship Volunteers for March 2020 

 

March Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 1   10:00 AM Worship  

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music) 

     11:30 AM Youth Pizza Lunch 

Monday, March 2     7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 4   10:00 AM ‘Simon Peter’ Book Study in Narthex 

Saturday, March 7    10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 8   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:00 AM  Pastoral Care Team meeting 

     11:30 AM Choir Practice (Easter Music) 

Wednesday, March 11   10:00 AM ‘Simon Peter’ Book Study in Narthex 

Saturday, March 14   10:00 AM UMW Meeting 

     12:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 15    10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music)  

Wednesday, March 18   10:00 AM ‘Simon Peter’ Book Study in Narthex 

Saturday, March 21   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 22   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM  Choir Practice (Easter Music)  

Monday, March 23     7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 25   10:00 AM ‘Simon Peter’ Book Study in Narthex 

Saturday, March 28   10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 29   10:00 AM Worship 

     11:30 AM Choir Practice (Easter Music)  

Monday, March 30     7:00 PM Church Council Meeting  
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On February 15th, we hosted a Blessing of the Animals  
for our church family and for the community. Our 
church provided treats for the pets, a blessing from our 
pastor and a fun photo booth! Many thanks to all who 
helped with setup and clean up, those who prepared 
treats, those who hosted the animals and their humans 
and all who came and enjoyed! We are looking forward 
to another event soon!  






