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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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Ministry in the time 
of a Pandemic 

I have cut my own hair three times. 
I have refinished two dressers. 
I have painted one accent wall and  
purchased 2 chairs for my home  
office. I have rearranged my living room, 
my bedroom and my office - moving 
furniture from one place to another, 
vacuuming underneath each piece, then 
cleaning the room. I have cooked 
numerous types of soups, using the 
vegetables from my Farm Box.  
I have restarted long-forgotten hobbies.  
I have remembered and refocused on what makes my life a good life.  

 This time of self-isolation has been a life-changing experience for all of us. 
And because no one has experienced this before, we are all learning how to function 
within these new parameters. Which activities are now forbidden? Which activities 
now need to be altered to accommodate social-distancing? Which activities can occur 
with the help of newly-discovered technology?  

 As we each are evaluating our own lives, our church leaders have also been 
evaluating the activities of the church: which aspects of the church can happen with 
the aid of technology and which need to be totally transformed? Which aspects are 
“essential” and which can be put on hold until we are able to be together? It’s been a 
difficult time, grieving the plans we had and the experiences we have canceled, 
attempting to learn new skills quickly and then to offer what we can to help our church 
community through this process. I am grateful to our leaders and to you all as we live 
our discipleship in this new reality. 

To address the needs of our community, we have adjusted in the following ways: 

• All worship services are now posted online and can be viewed on our website 
or our church Facebook Page 

• All committee meetings are held at their regular nights and times, but on 
Zoom, a video-conference platform.  

• For the collection of our offerings, we have added an online giving program in 
addition to our mail-in procedure.  

• We have refocused our church budget to address the crisis. 
• Each Friday at 6:00PM, we are hosting a “Friday Prayer” session on 

Facebook Live on our church Facebook page.  
• We’ve restarted on Wednesday Bible Study on Zoom.  

 I am certain there are more changes to come and I am grateful for the ability 
to revise, rethink, retool and recharge. Blessings to you during this time!

Above: Pastor Krista at home in her workshop.

Pastor Krista
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Walnut United Methodist Women

Hello Ladies,
I miss you tremendously and pray that you are adjusting to staying home, wearing masks, and 
keeping your distance. It is a challenge to stay connected when we have to be alone. I noticed 
that my neighbors are finally saying “Hi” to each other again. I am able to stay home except for 
groceries and necessities. I enjoy walking our dog. Hopefully you have been able to find new 
creative ways to fill your time. I’ve sewed a mask, crocheted a few masks, did a puzzle, and read 
some books. Please call each other and share about what you have been doing. I pray that you 
are safe and well!

I’d like to have a Zoom meeting on Saturday, May 9 at 10:00 am for about an hour. You can join 
the meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone. The website is www.zoom.us.  The Zoom 
app can be downloaded on your smartphone. We can see each other and talk together. More 
details will be sent on how to join the meeting. 

At the meeting, I’d like to share about the Program “Women Responding and Serving in Christ’s 
Name”. “We will study Phoebe as the foremother of deaconesses. (Romans 16:1-3). We will 
learn about the deaconess and home missioner movement in the past and present. We will look 
at how we can do the work of Christ where it is needed most in our own communities”. We’ll 
discuss how we can help Serenity Foster Care, David and Margaret, Friends of Padhar Schools, 
and UMW Mission giving. 

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!      

Carroll Martin, WUMW President

Celebrating Easter together…

http://www.zoom.us
http://www.zoom.us
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Dear Families, 

I pray that you are all safe and well! It was a joy and a blessing to deliver the Easter goodie bags 
to many families. Thank you very much Charlotte Hill, 
Sophia, and Mikaela for helping to decorate the outside 
of the bags with a cute bunny, a chick, or an egg. 
Thank you also for helping to deliver them. This made 
our Easter very special!  

We have experienced many unforeseen changes in our 
lives due to the coronavirus virus. As we continue to be 
self-quarantined at home, I’ll send the Sunday school 
lessons home by email. The lessons include the Bible 
story, puzzles, crafts, and Family Faith Devotion.  There 

is also a link to see the weekly video that accompanies the lesson. We are using Cokesbury Deep 
Blue one-room Sunday school curriculum. Hopefully your entire family will enjoy learning about 
the Bible and our faith. Please let me know if you want to be included.   

In May, we’ll learn about the events following Jesus’s 
resurrection. The monthly Bible verse is “As for us, we can’t 
stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20

 I’ll email the instructions for signing the Bible verse.  

 May 3    Peter and John        Acts 4:1-22                

 May 10   Peter in Prison        Act 12:1-17      

 May 17   Paul is Changed      Acts 9:1-19                    

 May 24   Paul Escapes          Acts 9:20-25 

 May 31   Pentecost               Acts 1:1-41   

May God bless you with, love, peace, health, and joy! 

Carroll Martin 
Children’s Ministries 

WUMC Children’s Ministry
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VANCO SERVICES, Our New Online Giving Platform! 

In these trying times we find ourselves in, Walnut United Methodist Church has instituted an online 
portal to make your donations so the church can continue to do the things we were doing before 
Covid-19. We have had to rethink ways of doing this work. Vanco Services is the way for us to 
make giving our donations simple and very easy. 

There are two means in which our congregation can do this. The first is 
through our church web page, www.walnutumc.org. There you will find a tab 
on the top of the page called “Donate”.  

Just click on that tab and a 
donation page will show up on your computer, 
tablet, iPad or smart phone. On the right side of 
the page, you will see a box that says “Create a 
Profile”. Follow the instructions to create your 
profile. If you do this then your information will 
be saved and when you go back in all you need 
do is Login with your email address and a 
password that only you will know. You will see 
that you can add a debit or credit card number 
or your bank checking account number to make 
your donation. You can also choose to make it a 
recurring amount or a one-time amount and 

what calendar day you would like the donation to be made. You will find several accounts just as if 
you were sitting in your pew for service. We recommend that you use your checking account 
because the cost is lower for the church for this method.  You will also see a box that says gift to 
offset the cost. Using an e-check the added amount is 1% of your donation, if you use a debit/
credit card the cost to the church is 2.75%. Please consider that if you choose.  

The second way you may choose is to download an App called Give Plus 
from the App store on your smart phone, tablet or iPad. What you want to 
look for is the Give Plus App by Vanco, LLC. Once you have the 
application on your device, just follow the instructions on the application. 
You create a profile as above and that profile is saved on your device as a 
means to make your donations to our church. 

Several of our congregation are already using this means of making their 
donations and it works great. No more postage or trips to the mail box or 
post office. If at any time you need help setting up this method of electronic giving please feel free 
to contact Bruce Rosenberg @ (909) 816-2443 and I will be happy to help.  God Bless all of you 
and thank you for giving this your consideration. 

Bruce Rosenberg 
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Easy Steps!  How to Join Our Church ZOOM Meetings 
Our Walnut church community is rising to the challenges of this new stay-at-home world!  In 
addition to YouTube worship and Pastor Krista’s Wednesday children’s stories and Friday 
Facebook prayer time, Zoom gatherings have been going on behind the scenes.  Thanks to 
Zoom, Church committee meetings have been continuing on Monday evenings… and now 
Wednesday morning Bible Study has reconvened with Pastor Krista.    

So how does that work you may ask!  Here’s a quick and simple guide… 

When a Zoom gathering is scheduled, Pastor Krista sends out an email Zoom invitation with 
everything you need.  Keep that email!  In addition to all the schedule information such as the date 
and time of the meeting, just before the meeting time, look for the two line paragraph with the first 
line: 

“Join Zoom Meeting” and simply click on the URL web address on the following line that starts: 

https://zoom.us/... 

This will automatically take you to the meeting whether you are on a computer, tablet, or 
smartphone.  If you get the message “Waiting for the host to start this meeting” just wait as the 
host (Pastor Krista) has not yet started the gathering.  Otherwise you will see a message that you 
are in the “Waiting Room” and Pastor Krista will see you are there and admit you to the meeting.  
Please note that this link does not work until just before the scheduled meeting time. 

The first time you join a Zoom meeting it is best to try to enter the meeting about fifteen minutes 
early as you will be prompted to download the free Zoom app for whatever device you are on.  
Just follow the prompts.  (You do not need to set up a Zoom account and select a password 
unless you want to host your own meetings with family and friends.  Just bypass that step by 
clicking “Join a Meeting”.)   

As you enter the meeting it is best to select “Join with computer audio” and “Join with video” to 
see and be seen!  If you prefer not to have all those in the meeting see you, you can turn off your 
camera on the bottom tool bar of the computer or smartphone screen or not join with video at the 
beginning as you join.  Also on the lower left of this bottom toolbar is the all-important mute/
unmute button!  

A final quick tip for these devices – if you hover over the upper right of the screen you will see a 
toggle-style button that goes from “Gallery View” where you will see a grid of video images of all 
the participants with the one speaking outlined to “Speaker View” where the person speaking will 
be large and a ribbon of small images of all the other people in the meeting.  You can select 
whichever view you prefer. 

You can also just phone into a Zoom meeting to listen in and make comments on a regular 
telephone.  To do this you call into the dial in phone number on the invitation listed for the San 
Jose location and when prompted enter the eleven digit “Meeting ID”.  Very simple! 

We want everyone to have the opportunity to see everyone in these “virtual” meetings and help is 
always available to walk you through the steps.  Just call Carol Coy or Pastor Krista if you need 
assistance.  Looking forward to “seeing” you soon!      

Carol Coy

https://zoom.us/...
https://zoom.us/...
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All videos are posted on: 
 www.walnutumc.org 

and 
www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday May 3: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, May 4: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Jeff Chamlee for details.

Wednesday, May 6: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy for details.

	 Children’s Storytime posted. 

Friday, May 8: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Saturday, May 9: 10:00 AM UMW Meeting via Zoom. Contact Carroll Martin for details.

Sunday May 10: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, May 11: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Manny Don for details.

Wednesday, May 13: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy for details.

	 Children’s Storytime posted. 

Friday, May 15: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday May 17: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, May 18: 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting via Zoom. Contact Elizabeth Nunez for 

details.

Wednesday, May 20: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy for details.

	 Children’s Storytime posted.

Friday, May 22: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday May 24: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Tuesday, May 26: 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting via Zoom. Contact Linda Wilford for details.

Wednesday, May 27: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy for details.

	 Children’s Storytime posted.

Friday, May 29: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday May 31: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


M ay  2 0 2 0  C a l e n d a r
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Wednesday Zoom 
Bible Study 
At 10:00AM 

Our Bible Study group is 
meeting on Zoom! We will 

begin with "Simon Peter" by 
Adam Hamilton. If  you are 
interested in joining us, but 

need some assistance with the 
technology, please contact 
Carol Coy or Pastor Krista.

On May 17th, we will have a special worship service posted on our website: One that the Bishop and 
the Cabinet has prepared! This is a note from our bishop, explaining this gift.

We are proposing all clergy, worship teams and staff take a 1-2 day Sabbath from worship preparation 
on or around May 17.  The Cabinet will be preparing a full worship service that you can use for your 
congregation, available on May 16.  We realize that many of you like to connect with your own local 
church and you may use parts or the whole service as you see fit.  The point is that we are incredibly 
grateful for each of you in working to bring the Gospel each week to your people and we want to allow 
you the grace of some much-needed time off.  For more information, contact your own District 
Superintendent for details. 
 
For inspiration this week:
 
            “Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes in the morning.” -- Psalm 30: 5b
 
Be the Hope,
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya


Resident Bishop, California-Pacific Annual Conference 

A Gift from our Bishop and the Cabinet
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Keeping Up with 
Our Church Family!


