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Is Virtual Community REAL Community? 
I was in seminary when I discerned my call to mission 
work and immediately I was faced with a dilemma: do I 
continue with the ordination process if I am going into 
mission work? I didn’t NEED ordination to be a 
missionary. But the stumbling blocks were the 
sacraments. If I was going to be a missionary, offering 
God’s love to people around the world, I felt the need to 
be able to baptize folks and offer them Communion. 
Throughout my almost 20 years in church work, I’ve 
been reprimanded on several occasions about my 
cavalier giving of Communion, especially as a Youth 
Worker at Camp, when I wasn’t yet ordained! Whoops! 

When our church went virtual in March, there was no 
time to think through all aspects of ministry. As a solo 
pastor with some technical ability, I went to work 
planning virtual worship, equipping church leadership 
acquainted with Zoom, working on an Online donation platform. There was no time to 
think theologically about Virtual Communion. 

As one who values creating community, I 
was having a hard time accepting virtual 
communion. Does it count? Is it “real” 
communion? For a pastor who pre-
records worship, it is strange. For me, it 
doesn’t feel right to have communion 
without  people physically present. So I 
decided to put it off until we could gather 
together.

AND THEN.... I spoke with our church 
leadership and they said they missed Communion. Of course, it would be better if we 
could be together, but since we can’t right now, why not offer it virtually? Immediately, 
my mind traveled back to seminary when those questions were merely theoretical. Am I 
going to restrict access to the Sacraments to a community that wants to experience 
God’s grace? I’ve been working to build community in a virtual space since March 11th. 
Who am I to deny them the gift of grace? Each of us clergy folk is making monumental 
decisions in how we “do church” at this strange time in history and each of us needs 
some space to rethink and re-examine what we believe. 

I’ve changed. Church has changed. And change is okay. Peace be with you,

        Pastor Krista
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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families,


Happy Summer! Exciting news! We are planning an at-
home Vacation Bible School (VBS).  We’ll use “Rocky 
Railway” by Group Publishing. Please let me know if 
you are interested in having your family participate. 
Volunteers are needed also. A Stay-on-Track Supply 
Kit will be delivered or sent to your home. Also videos 
will be available for the lessons. It is a five session 
program with Bible stories, Bible verses, and Bible 
theme for each session. 5 Imagination Stations are 
already recorded for the crafts. More details and dates will follow.  


As we continue to practice safe ways by physical distancing and wearing masks, 
I’ll provide stay at home Sunday school lessons by email. Each week, the lessons 
may include the Bible story, puzzles, crafts, and Family Faith Devotion. There is 
also a link to see the weekly video that accompanies the lesson. We are using 
Cokesbury Deep Blue one-room Sunday school curriculum. Hopefully your entire 
family will enjoy learning about the Bible and our faith. Please let me know if 
you want to be included.  


In June, we’ll learn about how to live in community with others. 

The monthly Bible verse is: “Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things
—and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)


June 7    Communities Live Together         Matthew 7:12               


June 14   Communities Need Foundation Matthew 7:24-27    


June 21   Who is Our Community               Luke 10:25-37                       


June 28   Communities Love                     1 Corinthians 13: 1-13


May God bless you with, love, peace, health, and joy!


Carroll Martin
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Walnut United Methodist Women

I’m very grateful that we were able to meet last month on Zoom. It was wonderful to see each 
other, share, and pray together. I hope you are continuing to find creative ways to use your time. 
Recently I baked an apple pie; peeled apples; placed the crust in the pie plate; and learned how 
to weave the lattice on top. It would have been fun to share it with you!

~ Happy Birthday to You! ~

Please celebrate these June Birthdays! 

Linda Wilford - June 3; 

Charlotte Curtis - June 5; 

Lorna DePano - June 18; 

Corry Roarick - June 24; 

Yolanda Judy and 

Carroll Martin - June 27;

Pat Cannon - June 30.

Please join us for Fellowship at our next Zoom meeting on Saturday, June 13 at 10:00 AM for about 
an hour. Please let me know if you would like to attend! You can join the meeting from your computer, 
tablet, or smartphone. The website is zoom.us.com. The zoom app can be downloaded on your 
smartphone. More details will be sent to join the meeting. 

At the meeting, Jackie Navarro 
will give our devotions. I’ll 
present the Program “Living in 
the Light”. “As United 
Methodist Women, we’ll 
explore how the light of God 
reveals opportunities in and 
around us for service to and 
with others.” The scripture 
readings are from 1 John.  I 
hope you’ll join! 

May God bless you with good 
health, hope, and love!

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President

J u n e  4 t h
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Congratulations 
to Sophia Hill on her 8th grade 

promotion from Suzanne Middle 
School! Sophia also was 
awarded Suzanne Middle 

School’s Award for 
Commitment to the Arts! We 

have been blessed with Sophia 
in our Sunday school and Youth 

Group, as well as with her 
musical and artistic gifts in 
worship. Congratulations! 

Volunteers Needed!
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Monday, June 1: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Jeff Chamlee for details.

Wednesday, June 3: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy 

for details. Children’s Storytime video posted. 

Thursday, June 4: 7:00PM Zoom Task Force Meeting

Friday, June 5: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday, June 7: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Pastor Krista will be taking vacation from June 8-14, 2020 

Monday, June 8: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Manny Don for details.

Wednesday, June 10: Children’s Storytime video posted. 

Friday, June 12: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Saturday, June13: 10:00AM UMW Meeting via Zoom. Contact Carroll Martin for details. 


Sunday, June 14: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Wednesday, June 17: California Pacific Annual Conference 

	 Children’s Storytime video posted.

Thursday, June 18: California Pacific Annual Conference 


Friday, June 19: California Pacific Annual Conference 

	 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Saturday, June 20: California Pacific Annual Conference 


Sunday June 21: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, June 22: 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting via Zoom. Contact Linda Wilford 

for details.

Wednesday, June 24: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy 

for details. Children’s Storytime video posted.

Friday, June 26: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live on www.facebook.com/

WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday June 28: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

JUNE 2020 Calendar
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In fact, one leader described it as “church without all the fun stuff.” Here are some of the conditions for 
us to reopen:

• As we gather, food/coffee service is prohibited.
• Congregational singing and choir singing is prohibited.
• Masks will be required in the facility.
• Social distancing will necessitate we sit at least 6 feet apart. Families will sit together, but 

there will be a lot of space around us. Due to social distancing guidelines, each service 
will only hold  25% of our total capacity.

These are only a few of the items on our extensive “to do” list and we are asking for your grace and 
patience as we develop our Reopening Plan. Once we have the plan in place, we will share it widely to 
ensure we all know what is required of us before we gather. 
Please note that this plan will be a FIRST STEP. We will transition toward more leniency as 
County, State and Conference regulations permit. 

May God bless our work together,

 Pastor Krista

Our Church ReOpening Task Force 
As Governor Newsom moves from phase to phase in the state’s Reopening Plan, our church 
leadership has been tasked to develop a plan for our reopening. Two weeks ago, I gathered together 
a Task Force for Reopening including Linda Wilford (Church Council Chair), Jeff Chamlee (Trustees 
President), Charlotte Hill (Chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee), Pam Zwingman (Lay 
Leader), Manny Don (Finance Chair), Carroll Martin (Children’s Ministries) and Carol Coy (Lay 
Member to Annual Conference). These church leaders are meeting together each week to develop a 
plan for us to begin in-person worship in line with State, County and Conference restrictions. 
This past week, the Bishop of the Cal-Pac Annual Conference released our Conference Guidelines for 
Reopening our churches. There is a strict process to follow. Our church must develop a formal plan to 
reopen in-person worship and the plan must be approved by our Church Council and then by the 
District Superintendent and Conference Representatives. At that point, after all approvals are attained, 
will we be able to begin the reopening process.
When we do open up again, our time together will not be as it was pre-coronavirus. We will have a  
modified in-person worship service. In addition, we will continue an online-option for those who are 
unable or uncomfortable joining an in-person service. 

STEP ONE:


