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Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 
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Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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So, we must find another way to measure “fruit,” one that 
captures the impact of our ministry in a less quantifiable, but 
more qualitative manner. And so, I turn to the stories you tell, the 

responses to our programs, the 
reflections and experiences we share. For example, our Wednesday 
Zoom Bible Study has gone from a small group of 8-10 to a virtual 
group of 15-20, with interaction that is robust, meaningful and 
engaging.  I share these reflections from Jenelle Henderson about 
our Staycation Bible School program:  
“Yesterday River and I caught up on some vacation bible study and I 
think it really sunk in! We took Teddy for a walk, River fell when he 
went after a squirrel but kept going because he said, “God gave me 
strength.” He then noticed a rock he wanted to climb and said Jesus 
gave him the power to do it. He also saw the mountain view and said 
“Mom, God made the earth so beautiful. I love it and wish we could 
go climb bigger rocks.” So - his wish came true and we drove up to 
find some bigger rocks. Unprompted, River kept saying how much 
he loves God, the earth the plants and animals and humans. When he 
needed help to climb something tough, he would say “Come on, 
Jesus give me the power!” I’m really glad our Sunday lesson was so 
meaningful to him. Thank you to Pastor Krista and church friends 

for making it so fun for him.” 
And so we continue. We may not be able to accurately count the fruit at the end of the year, but we 
can see it! The fruit of our ministry will be in the stories of our children, in the ways we reflect on the 
words of Jesus, on the action we take as disciples. Keep being good fruit. 
      Stay safe and blessed,  

        Pastor Krista 

How do we know it’s working? 
No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. 
     Luke 6: 43-44a 
In a “normal” year, we can count the attendance, monitor 
membership numbers, invite folks to join the church with classes 
and gatherings…. But we are not in a “normal” year. So how do we 
measure effectiveness? Of course, I’ve known for years numbers 
don’t tell the whole story - there is more to a church’s effectiveness 
than the people in the pews or on the rolls - but it is an indicator of 
how we’re doing. And when we can’t see the people physically 
present, how do we judge our fruit quality? 
First, we look at the views on our You Tube channel. Our worship 
services have been getting a range from 59-181 views with an 
average of 99 views for the 20 weeks we’ve had virtual worship. 
Because our average of Pre-COVID in-person worship was about 
78 persons, it appears we are reaching more people. Or maybe the 
same people are watching worship again and again. That’s fine 
too. There is no way to count how many people are watching 
from the same device or how many people are rewatching, so 
those numbers are not as reliable as we’d like them to be.  

Above: Bailey enjoys Communion 
as Carol and Linda watch worship. 
Below: Collin finds his name on 
Miss Carroll’s heart during 
Staycation Bible School.
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families, 

I hope you are all having a wonderful, safe summer! Thank you very much for coming to 
Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School! Thank you for sharing your photos and videos of 
your children enjoying learning about Jesus and singing and dancing! Our last session will 
be posted on Wednesday, August 5, however all five sessions will be posted for a few 
more weeks. The link is www.walnutumc.org. I still have some Stay-on-Track kits left. If 
you would like some sciency gizmos for your family, please let me know. 

Thank you very much, Pastor Krista, for leading Rocky Railway SBS, taping Sing and Play 
Express and the Wrap-Up sections! Also many thanks for combining all of the videos, 
slides, photos, music into one worship experience for the entire family. Thank you, 
Charlotte Hill, Sophia and Mikaela for helping to prepare the Stay-on Track kits, wrapping 
each item in tissue paper! Many heartfelt thanks to Charlotte, Sophia, and Mikaela for 
creating 2 different Bible Adventures! Thank you, Emily Martin, for helping play Ananias 
in one of the Bible Adventures. We also enjoyed meeting 5 different animals that live in 
the Rocky Mountains. We appreciated meeting real children who shared that “Jesus’ 
power helped them pull through” in no matter what situation they faced! Participating in 
Rocky Railway SBS was a wonderful way to grow in our faith in Jesus! 

I’ll continue our weekly Sunday school lesson by email. The links are also available on the 
same post as the Sunday worship service. The main Bible verse for August is: 

“Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!” (Psalm 100:1) 


• August 2 A Tent for God (Exodus 25:1-31; 35:4-40:38) 

• August 9 Dancing for God (2 Samuel 6:1-19) 

• August 16 A Temple for God (1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66) 

• August 23 Singing for God (Acts 16:16-40) 

• August 30 A Call to Worship (Psalm 100:1-5) 


There is a Bible story; puzzles or activities for Preschool, Lower Elementary, and Upper 
Elementary children; craft or idea for a snack; and family faith devotional. We will 
worship God by singing and dancing and praising Him in our homes. 

May God be with each family and teacher as they return to school virtually or in 
person!! My prayers are with you for the beginning of the new school year. 


        Carroll Martin 
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I hope you are all having a wonderful, relaxing, and safe summer! We will 
continue our break in August. Our next Zoom meeting will be on Saturday, 
September 12 at 10:00 am. Please join us virtually and have a cup of tea or 
coffee! We will have a time of fellowship, devotion and a UMW program. 

At our meeting, the program will be from the new UMW Program Book, 
“Knitted Together for God’s Work”! I remember the meeting where we 
shared and tossed a ball of yarn to each other. We had a very special time 
of fellowship! Please come and we’ll learn together! 

In September, the East District UMW will have a virtual meeting on 
Saturday, September 26. More details in the future! 

This school year, we were able to sponsor 5 students by donating to 
Friends of Padhar Schools! Raju will begin second grade at the School and Rehabilitation Centre of the 
Blind (SRCB); Sonu continues his learning at SRCB; Lalita will being 9th grade at Panchsheel Ashram 
school and wants to be a doctor; Pramila, grade 9, wants to be a nurse at Panchsheel; and Payal, Grade 
11, goes to Panchsheel and wants to be a nurse. Pastor Krista really appreciated our supporting these 
students! 

Later this year, we hope to donate to East District UMW for Mission projects such as David and Margaret 
Youth and Family Services and Toberman. We also hope to give to our local missions such as Serenity 
Foster Care and Adoption, Inland Valley Hope Partners, Danny’s Farms and others. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated! Please mail them to church at Walnut UMW 20601 La Puente Rd. Walnut, CA 91789. 
Please make your check to United Methodist Women (UMW). Thank you! 
May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!  

        
       
        Carroll Martin 

  WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

Happy Birthday to Pam Zwingman on August 26th! 

May God bless you with health, joy, peace, and 
love.
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July was a busy month for our Church leadership as we prepare, debate and determine how and when to 
reopen our Preschool and our Church. Many developments have impacted our plans and timelines so I 
would like to briefly summarize where we currently stand. 


PPP/SBA Disaster Loans: We have received a loan from the Federal Government’s Payroll Protection Plan 
in the amount of approx. $130,000. This will cover some of the payroll expenses for our Preschool teachers 
when they return, as well as the payroll costs of our Preschool directors, pastor and our church employees. 
If all the requirements are followed and we are able to justify our use of the funds in a year-end audit, those 
monies may be turned into a grant. 


We’ve also received a Disaster Relief Loan in the amount of approx. $150,000 from the Small Business 
Administration COVID Disaster Program. These Disaster Relief funds can only be spent on COVID-related 
expenses and extra supplies, equipment and materials needed in response to the pandemic. Since this is 
truly a loan, it will need to be paid back. Careful auditing of these funds is required. 


Impact on our Income: We are grateful for your continued financial support of the church during this 
challenging time. We have adapted well to our online giving platform and mail-in system for tithes and 
offerings. After our church mailbox was broken into, we established a new mail pickup schedule and 
procedures and we have not had a problem since.  


Because a major source of our income derives from the use of our facility (from the Preschool, and rental 
income from the Church of the Nations and East Valley Formosan Church), we’ve adjusted our budget and 
have limited our spending to accommodate this new normal. Our Finance Committee and church leadership 
have developed procedures to deal with the PPP/SBA Loans we’ve received and we continue to adjust as 
necessary. 


Church Reopening Plan: Our Task Force has been meeting and developing our Plan for Reopening. 
Following the guidelines from the State and Federal government, the LA County Public Health standards 
and the guidance from the Cal-Pac Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, we’ve crafted a 
plan to reopen with safety protocols in place. We’re required to maintain social distancing, to wear face 
masks at all times, and there are restrictions to singing, congregational responses and movement 
throughout the campus. Once the plan is approved by the Church Council, it will be sent to the Bishop and 
the Cabinet for review. Once the Bishop approves the plan, our church leadership will prepare for reopening 
for in-person worship.


On July 14, following Gov. Gavin Newsom’s increased restrictions on indoor activities, Bishop Grant Hagiya 
suspended the application process. “The safety of all of us is the number one priority right now, and we 
must do all we can to protect each other….this means that all applications for re-opening must be put on 
hold, and churches that have already reopened must close for now.” (1)


Therefore, our church reopening is on hold until further notice. Once sanctioned by our State and local 
health officials, as well as the Conference, we will proceed to reopen while maintaining a virtual worship 
service for those not able to participate in person.


Preschool Reopening Plan:  Our Preschool Board and Directors have prepared a reopening plan that 
conforms with the requirements of the Department of Social Services as well as State and Federal 
guidelines. The Reopening Plan was presented to the Church Council and approved. 


Although the Preschool Plan for Reopening was approved, with limited enrollment, it is not financially 
feasible to reopen quite yet. Discussions will continue to determine Preschool Reopening date.


1. Bishop Grant Hagiya’s Emergency Health Care Briefing, found at  http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-
emergency-health-care-briefing-july-14-2020/

Our Church ReOpening Task Force 

http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-emergency-health-care-briefing-july-14-2020/
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-emergency-health-care-briefing-july-14-2020/
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-emergency-health-care-briefing-july-14-2020/
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-emergency-health-care-briefing-july-14-2020/
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Sunday, August 2: Worship Service with Holy Communion & Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, August 3 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Jeff Chamlee for details.

Wednesday, August 5: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study.

	 Week Five - Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School posted. 

Friday, August 7: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, August 9: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


(Pastor Krista on Renewal Leave August 10-23) 

Monday, August 10: 7:00PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 

Sunday, August 16: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

                            Rev. Stephanie Rice, preacher

Monday, August 17: 7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom. 

Sunday, August 23: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

                            District Superintendent Rev. Melissa Roux Mackinnon, preacher

Wednesday, August 26: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. 

	 Children’s Storytime video posted.

Friday, August 28: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, August 30: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, August 31: 7:00PM Church Council Meeting on Zoom

August 2020 Calendar
Website: www.walnutumc.org

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/

626-277-8005 (Ginny’s phone) 
 626-534-5277 (Mike’s phone)

Pastor Krista will be on Renewal Leave  
from August 10th - 23rd 

Pastor Miguel DeGuzman is on call for your pastoral care needs.  Please call 
Pastor Mike if you need support, help or pastoral care. 

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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August 5th will be the culmination of our first ever Staycation Bible 
School program, Rocky Railway. Many thanks to Carroll Martin and  

Charlotte Hill and their families for their leadership and to all the families that 
participated. Videos will remain on the You Tube channel through August. Trust Jesus!
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"School bells ring and children sing, it’s back to the Robert Hall 
again......."  Come on now, some of you are old enough to 
remember that jingle. We now know that for most, if not all, 
public schools in our area, no school bells are ringing and along 
with church, no singing. Instead there are more home schools 
and more challenges for families. Some things do carry on… 

such as the first drivers license at age 16! I am taking our 16 year old granddaughter, Kenzie, to 
the DMV this month for the behind-the-wheel test. I took her for her permit last year and now for 
the big one! For a number of teens, that is one of the first rites of passage. It was in our family. It is 
also a cause for prayers for safety and a workout for St. Christopher, the patron saint of 
travelers. Teen drivers have quite a challenge driving nowadays.  Just figuring out that 
infotainment system is a far cry from our AM radios with a vibrasonic speaker. (You had to be 
there.) Sophia Hill, as an incoming freshman at Walnut High School, you will certainly remember 
your home room teacher in your freshman year, Miss Charlotte.  Blessings to our youth and their 
families. You are special to all and, as they say in vacation bible school, “Trust Jesus!!” 
 

Blessings, 

Don Driftmier

Volunteers Needed!

LITURGISTS: Please contact Ara in the 
o!ce if you are interested. 


	Don Driftmier

