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Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 
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Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
Pastor 

 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  

20601 La Puente Road  Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens  Tel: (909)595-4228 

My First Zoom Memorial 
In my pastoral career, I have facilitated numerous  
memorial services, funerals, graveside services - for 
people I’ve known, for relatives of church members, for 
people I don’t know, for family members, for children, 
for those who’ve taken their own life: Never for a close 
friend who, after a surprise reemergence of metastasized 
cancer,  passed away at age 43.     

But, it is an honor to do what I am able to do. It is a 
privilege to be able to step into that space and walk 
family and friends through the rituals of grief. I am 
comfortable in that space. But what happens when the 
rituals transition to a virtual space. I’ve never done a 
virtual memorial. Ever. So I wanted to share what I learned about a Zoom memorial: 

•  It’s more intimate - Initially, I assumed it would be impersonal as many Zoom 
gatherings are, with people blacking out their cameras when they don’t want to 
be seen, with everyone on mute, without the audible response of the community. 
But it is MORE intimate. 157 devices attended the service, most with several 
family members sitting at their dinner tables, on their couches, holding their 
babies, trying to keep their kids engaged. And me - as the facilitator - could see 
each face - when the tears came, when photos evoked smiles, when the music 
made some sway, when a memory sparked conversation. At an in-person service, 
I often look above the crowd to be able to focus on my work. That is not 
possible, with the faces of the gathered community looking to you and at you. 

•  More time is needed - At an in-person service, the community has some 
flexibility in how to connect with each other. Before the service begins, you can 
chat with old friends in the parking lot and hug the family. After the service, you 
can express your condolences, sit down for a meal and catch up with people. The 
relational connections that happen before and after the formal worship is as vital 
as the worship itself. Perhaps more vital. In a virtual experience, the ability to 
connect is limited. For our memorial service, we allowed more sharing time, so 
that everyone who wanted to speak had an opportunity. That means the service 
was longer, but it also meant that people were able to connect with one another.  

•  Ritual is important - I read an article written by a rabbi who officiated a Zoom 
memorial and she emphasized ritual as a gateway to the sacred. Even in an 
informal setting, even when the service is not too-churchy, we all need symbols, 
readings, music and visual imagery to move through the process of grief.  

The service was beautiful and meaningful, because Jaime was such an authentic and 
wonderful person. And I learned so much from her life, her death and from her memorial 
service. I am so grateful to have had the honor of officiating. 

    May God bless us all in this new reality, 

      Pastor Krista


Above: Pastor Krista with friend 
Jaime and her son Evander, 2018. 
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families,


Exciting news! Get on board! Rocky Railway 
Staycation Bible School is here! This is a total family 
experience at home. We’ll learn how “Jesus’s power 
pulls us through” especially when we’re face 
changing times. 


•A Stay-on-Track Supply Kit with sciency-fun 
gizmos will be delivered or sent to your home.


•Also an on-line video will be available for the 
lessons. It is a five session program with Bible 
stories, Bible verses, and Bible theme for each 
session. Each Wednesday starting July 8 until August 5 from 10 am – 12 noon, 
videos will be posted for viewing.  They will remain available for 30 days after 
posting. Please register by July 3!


Here are the activities for each session:


•Sing and Play Express

•Bible Adventures

•Imagination Station for using the sciency-fun gizmos. 

•KidVid Cinema

•Rocky Wrap-Up


Here is the registration link:  https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs     


There is no cost for this program, however donations are appreciated. Our regular 
Sunday school lessons will stop during this time to help prevent confusion. 

If you would like to make a video such as act out a Bible adventure, please let me 
know. Then your kids or grandkids can see you on screen. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Blessings,


Carroll Martin 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs
https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs
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Walnut United Methodist Women

Thank you for attending our Zoom meeting on June 13. Thank you to Jackie Navarro for giving 
the devotion based on a UMW Resource book about John Wesley. She gave insights into how 
his ideas and methods were later adopted in the Methodist faith. 

~ Happy Birthday to You! ~

Please celebrate our July Birthdays! 


Evelyn Parra - July 2

Ruth Molnar - July 4

 Julie Fisher - July 5 

Jenn Behrens - July 8 

Jackie Navarro - July 29

Carol Castillo-July 30


Many heartfelt thanks to Julie Fisher for making headgear for the 
medical personnel at Arcadia Methodist Hospital. She found a 
way to make the headgear without using a sewing machine 
serger. She did a wonderful job! Please see this photo of her 
wonderful handmade masks! 

Julie Asuncion, East District UMW President, had asked for 
members to help sew masks and head gear for this project. After 
an overwhelming response, they asked UMW to PAUSE from 
making masks; however making headgear would be 
appreciated. The nurses and doctors at Arcadia Methodist 
hospital were very thankful for UMW’s kindness and generosity 
for the masks and headgear!
We hope to be able to donate to East District UMW for Mission 
projects such as David and Margaret Youth and Family Services 
and Tobermanto later this year. We also hope to give to our local 
missions such as Serenity Foster Care and Adoption, Inland 
Valley Hope Partners, Danny’s Farms and others. We were able 
to donate to Friends of Padhar Schools in May. Your donations 
can now be accepted and are greatly appreciated! Please mail them to church at Walnut UMW 20601 La 
Puente Rd Walnut, CA 91789.  Please make your check to United Methodist Women (UMW). Thank you!

We will take a summer break and not meet in July and August. Please join us for fellowship at our next 
Zoom meeting on Saturday, September 12 at 10:00 AM for about an hour. All are invited! Please let me 
know if you want to attend! You can join the meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone. The 
website is zoom.us.com. The zoom app can be downloaded on your smartphone. The link will be sent to 
join the meeting. 

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!     

       Carroll Martin 
WUMW President
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Volunteers Needed!

Just another 
Brick in the… 
We bought a new wall! 
The north fence at the 
parsonage was falling 
down, so we collaborated 
with our neighbor to the 
north and had this 
beautiful wall and gate 
built. Many thanks to the 
Trustees. 
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Wednesday, July 1: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. Contact Pastor Krista or Carol Coy 
for details. Children’s Storytime video posted. 


Friday, July 3: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.

Sunday, July 5: Worship Service with Holy Communion and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, July 6: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	 Contact Jeff Chamlee for details.

Wednesday, July 8: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study.

	 Week One - Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School posted. 

Thursday, July 9: 7:00PM Reopening Task Force meeting on Zoom. 

Friday, July 10: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, July 12: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, July 13: 7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom. 

Wednesday, July 15: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. 

	 Week Two - Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School posted. 

Friday, July 17:	 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Saturday, July 18: 10:00AM Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Sunday, July 19: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, July 20: 7:00PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 

Wednesday, July 22: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. 

	 Week Three - Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School posted.

Friday, July 24: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, July 26: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

Monday, July 27: 7:00PM Church Council Meeting on Zoom

Wednesday, July 29: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study. 

	 Week Four - Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School posted.

Friday, July 31: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


JULY 2020 Calendar
Website: www.walnutumc.org

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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Once we have the plan in place, we will share it widely to ensure we all know what is required of us 
before we gather. Our plan will also need to be approved by the Church Council, then sent to the 
District Superintendent and the Bishop for approval. At that point we will need to decide on an opening 
date, weighing the risks and costs of reopening.  
All that to say, we are working on a plan, but we are also weighing the options in reopening. Our first 
priority is to keep everyone safe. Thank you for your patience. 

May God bless our work together,

 Pastor Krista


Our Church ReOpening Task Force 
An update on our work together:
Our Task Force has been meeting regularly to develop our Reopening plan. We have purchased 
supplies, measured the sanctuary to accommodate a limited capacity, arranging for a system of 
registration, temperature checks, hand sanitizing, mask usage, and other such newly-necessary 
practices. These procedures will be necessary when we reopen. That date is still to be determined. 
When we do open up again, our time together will not be as it was pre-coronavirus. We will have a  
modified in-person worship service. In addition, we will continue an online-option for those who are 
unable or uncomfortable joining an in-person service. 

STEP ONE:

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Bomi Kim, our former intern, and Brian 

Wakayama were married July 1, 2020 in a 
socially-distant outdoor ceremony! May 
God bless you in your marriage journey! 

Adventure awaits!
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No school social gatherings, no prom, no classroom 
interaction, no music 
performances, no sports 
played, and this even 
stranger thing, home 
school! For some, home 
school is not new, but for 
the 2,500 plus students at 

Walnut High School alone, 
that is a new challenge. Our youth at Walnut UMC have 
still been getting promoted such as Sophia Hill who was 
noted on the newsletter last month. They have been part 
of our video worship with song and children's reading 
moments. Parents and grandparents have taken on the 
home school, home everything situation as best they 
can. Our now high school junior Kenzie, asked me to 
deliver her required class notebook to Covina High 
School. Although of course the school is closed and my 
delivery consisted of dropping the notebook in a box in the 
school parking lot and signing a clipboard roster.  Working 
parents in essential jobs pose an even greater challenge.  
Our 4 year old Collin learned about the virus at his level in 
his preschool in Orange, CA. He now sports his own 
mask. Our pizza lunches and outings have also been 
placed on hold.  We are blessed at Walnut UMC to have a youth welcoming congregation and 
leadership.  

Blessings,

Don Driftmier

Above: Colin modeling proper mask 
wearing for the church community

Wishing all those who celebrate in June 
“Happy Birthday,” including  Arnulfo 
Amezcua (above left), Lorna DePano 
(below left) and Lori Chamlee (right.)
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A PLEA FROM YOUR PASTOR… 
This is a hard time. We are all adjusting and 
adapting constantly and yearning for a day when we 
can “get back to normal.” But as we see another 
spike of COVID-19 in LA County, that day gets 
farther and farther down the calendar. We may 
return to in-person worship, but when we do it will 
be strange and small. Our First Step plan requires a 
maximum of only 40 people in attendance. What 
does this mean?  All of our fellowship, chatting, 
sharing and learning will happen in a virtual space - 
on Zoom, Facebook, You Tube and by email for the 

foreseeable future.   I know it is not your thing. I know it makes you uncomfortable. I know it is not the same. But 
it is something we can do together.  

So, what is my plea? Join us online - on Zoom, on Facebook, on YouTube.  

Currently we have Committee meetings and a Bible Study using Zoom. Each time a face appears in a new square, 
the whole group welcomes the newcomer with a smile and genuine joy. It is not the same as a hug, but it is pretty 
great. If you join us, we could have dinner gatherings where we all eat our own dinners in our own homes, but 
share in the fellowship we need. If you join us we could have sing-alongs with the choir, when we all sing in our 
own homes, but together. If you join us, we could  have “Fellowship time” in our own homes, but together.  

What is holding you back?  

• A device: Some have discovered that their computers can’t accommodate Zoom. They do not have a camera 
or a microphone. Several of us may have some “extra” devices that could be loaned out. Our District may 
have some funds available to help with getting some used machines that will work. It is also possible for you 
to join just by making a phone call with audio only. If a device is preventing you from participating, please 
let me know.  

• I don’t know how: Okay, we can help you. Carol Coy and I have worked through the process of Zoom with 
several folks with success, we can help you. Or ask a child or grandchild to help connect you, or set up a 
Facebook page, or discover how to subscribe to our You Tube channel. If you need help, please let me know.  

• Desire: Maybe you just don’t want to. That’s fine. But please realize we are gathering without you, and we 
miss you.  

With this in mind, you are invited to a 
 ZOOM FELLOWSHIP HOUR! July 18th at 10:00AM  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82015116683 
Meeting ID: 820 1511 6683 

Or call: (669) 900-6833 and enter 82015116683# 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82015116683
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82015116683

	Don Driftmier

