
Walnut Word - September 2020   Page 1

 

Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 

Vol. 22, Issue 3|March 2020 

office@walnutumc.org 

W A LNUT  W ORD  

Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
Pastor 

 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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“Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.”  
Exodus 20:8 

 Sabbath-keeping has always been challenging for 
me. As a pastor, there is always more work to do, more 
problems to be fixed, more phone calls to make, more 
things to cross off my to-do list. These six and a half 
months of the COVID 19 pandemic have stretched and 
twisted me in ways I didn’t expect.  
 This time has been a time of growth … and 
growth is never easy. Growth requires some self-
examination and realization that we need to change and 
develop, that we need to learn new skills to adapt to the 
world as it is. During this pandemic, our growth has been 
necessary, fast and difficult. By the end of July, I realized 
I needed a time of renewal. Thankfully, the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee and the Church Council approved 
some time off for renewal and in August, I took 2 weeks 
of vacation time.  
 In the past when I’ve taken time off, I use it to 
travel to India and that becomes the time for me to re-
energize, to renew my call to mission and ministry, a way to remove myself from the 
everyday worries of ministry and remember the core of my work: to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ and to help others in their faith journeys. But since travel is not possible right now, I 
approached this 2-weeks differently. I spent the first week in recovery - I napped, spent time 
with Mom and Dad, took walks in my hometown, and gave myself permission to do nothing. 
The second week, I thought, planned and prepared for the season to come.  
 Along with my nephew Erick and his girlfriend Lynn, we worked on our backyard 
garden project, which includes a 3-tiered vegetable garden, planting the hill with flowers and 
a rockery and 3 raised beds for veggies. Erick worked on the irrigation and Lynn and I 
worked on digging up rocks to use on the rockery (that's a rock-scape, according to Julie 
Fisher).  The garden project reminds me of the growth process and what we are going 
through now - sometimes you plant beautiful seedlings of ideas and some don’t survive; 
sometimes the older plants/ideas need pruning and trimming; sometimes we need to make 
space, to pull up the weeds, and prepare new ground for new plants/ideas. Working in the 
garden has become a new way for me to remember the Sabbath.  

 As we approach a new season of this 
pandemic, of our calendar year, a new season 
of living, my prayer is that we are able to grow 
as people, as disciples, as good neighbors to 
one another, as friends and partners on this life 
journey. Where do we need to trim and prune?
How do we prepare our soil to receive new 
ideas? How can we remember the Sabbath and 
keep it holy? 
  Blessings to you, 

  Pastor Krista

September 2020

Before

After

mailto:office@walnutumc.org
mailto:office@walnutumc.org


Walnut Word - September 2020   Page 2

WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families,


I hope you all had a wonderful, safe summer! I’m praying that your children and you will 
have a successful time learning and a joyful beginning to the new school year. May all your 
technical ways of connecting to your teachers work each day!


In September, we will start a new curriculum, One Room Sunday School. It is very similar to 
the Deep Blue Curriculum. There is a Bible story and Cartoon story about our everyday 
lives. There will be puzzles for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. 
Activities and snack ideas are provided. I will also try to connect to the videos. I’ll continue 
our weekly Sunday school lessons by email.


Our theme for September is “Genesis Beginnings”. The main Bible verse for the month is:

“God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good.” Genesis 1:31


September 6 (Creation) God created the world based on Genesis 1: 1-31


September 13 (Abraham and Sarah) God gives people instructions based on Genesis 
12: 1-9; 15: 1-6


September 20 (Abraham and Lot) We can be peacemakers for God based on Genesis 
13:1-12


September 27 (The Birth of Isaac) God keeps promises based on Genesis 18: 1-15, 
21:1-7


May God be with each of your families and your teacher(s) as you return to school virtually.


      Blessings,  
      Carroll Martin 

Above left: Charlotte Hill reviews the whole Rocky Railway program during the final Staycation Bible 
School session. Above right: Summerlin and Alexander enjoy the final session.
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Welcome to Autumn! It’s amazing that the summer months went by 
so quickly. I hope you are all safe and well! I have some exciting 
ideas for Mission projects. Please come to our virtual meeting on 
Saturday, Sept.12. at 10:00 AM to find out more information. 
Please bring a special homemade item made by yourself or 
someone else. We will share about them during the
meeting.

At our meeting, the program will be “Caring for Each Other in 
Community” from the new UMW Program Book, “Knitted Together 
for God’s Work. We’ll discuss mission ideas for Serenity Foster 
Care and Adoption and Inland Valley Hope Partners.

In September, the East District UMW Virtual Annual Celebration will 
be held on Saturday, September 26 at 10:00 AM. The theme is “God is Our Light” and the 
guest speaker is Mele Faiva Blagojevich, former UMW Conference President. Please let me 
know by at our meeting or by Sept.16 if you would like to attend. Your name and Email 
address are needed for the Zoom meeting. There is no cost, but our unit can give a donation. I 
hope you’ll attend!

       
    I look forward to seeing and talking with you soon, virtually of course.

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!

Carroll Martin 
          WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

Happy Birthday to 

~ Sandy Woolley on Sept. 7; 

~ Edna Svitek on Sept 16; 

~ Dorothy Spann on Sept. 27 and

~ Amy Nih on Sept. 28. 

May God be with you and bless you all year!
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Back to School!  
As we return to school, here are 
some of our WUMC kids on their 

first day back: Summerlin is 
beginning 3rd grade, AJ starts 

5th, Mikaela begins 7th and 
Sophia starts 9th! 

Many Thanks to our Guest 
Preachers and Musicians!

We were blessed in August to 
welcome guest preachers and 
musicians: Rev. Stephanie 
Rice (top left); District 
Superintendent Rev. Melissa 
MacKinnon (middle); guitarist 
Adam Bellotto (top right); and 
duet by Rev. Rice and Adam 
Bellotto (bottom left).

Each Wednesday at 10:00AM
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 September 2020 Calendar
Website: www.walnutumc.org

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/

Wednesday, September 2: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study

	 Kid’s Storytime Video posted

	 


Friday, September 4: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, September 6: Worship Service with Holy Communion and Children’s

                          Time posted 

Monday, September 7: LABOR DAY

Tuesday, September 8: 7:00PM Trustees Committee Meeting on Zoom

Wednesday, September 9: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study

	 11:15AM SPRC Meeting on Zoom

	 Kid’s Storytime Video posted 

	 


Friday, September 11: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Saturday, September 12: 10:00 UMW Meeting on Zoom

Sunday, September 13 : Worship Service and Children’s Time posted 

Monday, September 14: 7:00PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom

Wednesday, September 16: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study

	 Kid’s Storytime Video posted 

	 


Friday, September 18: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Saturday, September 19: 12:00PM Youth Pizza Lunch

Sunday, September 20: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted

Monday, September 21: 7:00PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom

Wednesday, September 23: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study

	 Kid’s Storytime Video posted

	 


Friday, September 25: 6:00PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, September 27: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted

Monday, September 28: 7:00PM Church Council Meeting on Zoom 

Wednesday, September 30: 10:00AM Zoom Bible Study

	 Kid’s Storytime Video posted

	 


http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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PPP/SBA Disaster Loans: Our Finance Committee has been working hard to develop procedures 
to track the money we have received from the Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) and the SBA 
Disaster Loan. These loans each have specific guidelines and restrictions. We will likely be audited 
to ensure we use the money for the purposes it was given. The PPP is a grant that may be forgiven 
if used to pay utilities and payroll. We have voted to use the loan to pay our Preschool teachers 
and church staff and utilities for the church and preschool facilities.


Impact on our Income: We are grateful for your continued financial support of the church during 
this challenging time, both through Vanco online-giving and through mail-in donations. We are 
facing a challenging time, as our church income slows and we are called to support our Preschool. 
As the Preschool reopens, our church community will be offering our moral and financial support to 
provide WUMP all it needs to provide safe and loving child care and education to our community. 


Church Reopening Plan: Our Task Force has developed the first step in our Plan for Reopening. 
Following the guidelines from the State and Federal government, the LA County Public Health 
standards and the guidance from the Cal-Pac Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
we’ve crafted a plan to reopen with safety protocols in place. We’re required to maintain social 
distancing, to wear face masks at all times, and there are restrictions to singing, congregational 
responses and movement throughout the campus. The plan has been approved by the Church 
Council, but since the State restrictions on public worship are in place, the Conference Review 
Process has been suspended. Once those restrictions are lifted, the plan will be sent to the Bishop 
and the Cabinet for review. Once the Bishop approves the plan, our church leadership will prepare 
for reopening for in-person worship.


Online Worship: This Fall and Winter, we will continue our Online Worship Service and it is likely 
we will continue online worship for the foreseeable future. When we do reopen in-person worship, 
we will continue online as well  for those who are unable or uncomfortable joining an in-person 
service. We will celebrate Communion online. We will be singing in online worship. But those 
activities are not possible in-person. 


We appreciate your patience, your financial and spiritual support, and your participation in our 
community of God here in Walnut!

      Pastor Krista 


Our Church ReOpening Task Force 

&
STEP ONE:
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
We are so excited that on Monday, October 5, 2020 we will once again have the 
opportunity to open our doors to teach and care for the children of this community. We 
have truly missed the children and the joy that they bring to this place! These have 
been challenging times but we have been meeting together as part of a “Reopening Task 
Force” to develop a plan that complies with the Department of Social Services and 
Department of Public Health. This plan has been established to protect and support the 
Walnut United Methodist Preschool staff, children, and their family members. We are 
thankful to the church for helping to guide us through this process. Our plan has been 
approved by the Church Council and we are now ready to move ahead with reopening. We 
would appreciate your prayers for God’s blessings on the school and please spread the 
news, we need the children to come! 

Sincerely,  
      Miss Chris & Miss Elizabeth 

Who: All older children, Youth and Young adults

What: Pizza lunch and Games Day

When: Saturday, Sept. 19 at noon


How: RSVP to Pastor Krista for Zoom link


Join us for a catch-up session and some virtual 
games to welcome a new school year.

Saturday, Sept. 19 at 
noon on Zoom

YOUTH

Congratulations to Emily Martin and 
Bill Daley on their engagement! May 

God bless you both!
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