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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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2020 has been a year like none other!  
The year began with a trip to India for most of January, 
during which Pastor Jimmy Nih and Lay Speaker Carol 
Coy graciously filled in as our guest preachers. As I 
returned, Deaconess Sharon McCart preached for us 
and February found us hosting our first Pet Blessing 
Event at the church. Our Bible Study group studied the 
lectionary each Wednesday morning, our committees 
met in person each Monday night, and we gathered for 
Worship, Sunday School and Fellowship each Sunday. 

On March 12th, with the threat of a State shutdown 
looming, our Church Council held an emergency Zoom 
meeting and voted to close worship for 3 weeks – 
March 15, 22 and 29th – hoping that the threat of  
COVID-19 would quickly pass by. In short order I 
recorded the sermon and prayer time, edited some 
hymns into the service and posted it to our newly 
established YouTube channel. Those three weeks were filled with contentious meetings 
and tough decisions, but we remained closed and the governor and the leadership of the 
Cal Pac Annual Conference confirmed our decision and extended the time away from our 
campus. 

The initial challenge was Holy Week and Easter, 
but we managed to adapt quickly. Even though 
our Palm Sunday Choir Cantata was cancelled, 
our Youth and Youth Parents did a wonderful skit 
for our Palm Sunday worship. Holy Week was 
filled with daily devotions on Facebook and our 
website, and on Good Friday, our weekly 
Facebook Live prayer time began. Easter was a 
wonderful experience with music, singing, a 
beautiful liturgical dance and a special Easter 
delivery from our Children’s Ministry department.

After Easter, we settled into a pattern and a routine: 

• Our worship elements are taped during the week, compiled into a video and 
posted on the website and Facebook Page each Sunday morning. 

• Our Children’s Ministry consists of a Storytime video each Wednesday, a 
Children’s Time video each Sunday and a full Sunday School lesson sent by 
Carroll Martin.

Continued on Page 4
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 WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families,
Happy Thanksgiving! Thanking God for our many blessings, for our family, friends, neighbors, 
and teachers!    
In November, we will continue using our new curriculum, One Room Sunday School. Our new 
emphasis will be on “Scriptures to Live By”. The children will learn that the Bible is more than a 
collection of stories. “It also contains teachings, words of encouragement about the future, and 
words of worship and praise.”  

The main Bible verse for the month is: 

“You, Lord, are to be blessed. Teach me your statutes.”  Psalm 119:12 

Nov. 1:  Peaceable Kingdom  God helps me live by peace with others.     Isaiah 11:6-9  

Nov. 8:  Solomon’s Wisdom   God helps me know the right thing to do.    Proverbs 3:5; 6:6-8; 17:17

Nov. 15:  God Know Me        God helps me when I’m afraid.                    Psalm 139:1-12

Nov. 22: Thanksgiving           We can thank God.                                      Psalm 100

Nov. 29:  A Baby is Coming    God helps me when I’m sad.                       Jeremiah 33:14-16

Weekly, I’ll send the Sunday school lesson by email with an overview page for parents, Bible 
reading, and a creative comic page about our everyday lives. There will be puzzles for 
Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. Additional activities and snack 
ideas may be included. If you would like to receive the lessons, please let me know.

May God bless and encourage each of you every day! 

Blessings,

Carroll Martin
 Halloween Fun for our WUMC kids! 
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Happy Thanksgiving!  I hope you are all safe and well!  We had a delightful Zoom meeting on Oct. 10. We 
discussed being “knitted together for God’s work” and our program was “Righteousness Flows Like a 
Stream” Exodus: 15b-22. We discussed the value of water in Bible times and in modern day and shared 
ways to conserve water. 

Happy Birthday to Janet Harshman on Nov. 14 and Grace Amador on Nov. 21. May God fill you with joy, 
peace, good health, and blessings all year!  

We decided to have a Drive-up Food Drive in the parking lot at Walnut UMC on Sat. Nov. 7 from 9 AM-12 
noon. Please bring non-perishable food that will be donated to Inland Valley Hope Partners. Here are some 
suggested items:  

1. Holiday Foods such as canned vegetables, canned yams, cranberries/cranberry sauce, boxed 
stuffing, potatoes (boxed) and other staple non-perishable foods are greatly valued. 

2. Staples such as peanut butter, chili beans, spaghetti sauce, rice, soup (can or package), beans, 
canned meat, baby food, canned chicken, baby formula, canned tuna, cereal, macaroni and 
cheese, and pasta are also needed... 

All donations are greatly appreciated! Several of us will be at the parking lot ready to take your donation 
from your trunk. It will be wonderful to see you from 
a distance!

We have also decided to donate Christmas gifts to 
the foster children who were placed by Serenity 
Foster Care and Adoption in Covina. I have names 
of only 15 children (we can probably get more 
names if needed). Gifts can be clothes and/or 
educational/motivational toys. Ages range from 4 
months to 3 years old. Leapfrog, Baby Einstein, 
Bright Starts, Fisher Price, Melissa & Doug all 
have good educational and motivational toys. Gifts 
can be sent directly to Serenity or delivered to 
church by the first week of December. Please 
contact me if you are interested in selecting a child 
for a Christmas gift. Your gifts are greatly 
appreciated! 

Cal-Pac UMW Conference Annual Celebration was held by zoom webinar on Sat. Oct. 24. We observed 
the program but could not see each other since there were over 270 people registered.  The theme was 
“Moving Forward Together” with Rev. Sandra Olewine from First UMC of Pasadena as the guest speaker. 
We were inspired to continue our mission work for women, children, and youth in our community and 
throughout the world. 

Please come to our next zoom UMW meeting on Saturday, November 14 at 10:00 AM. I look forward to 
seeing and talking with you virtually soon! Our program will be “World Thank Offering: the Give and Take of 
Gratitude”. 

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!      

Carroll Martin

WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women



Walnut Word - November 2020   Page �4










• Our Bible Study resumed meeting on Zoom each Wednesday morning and we have studied the 
following books: “Simon Peter” and “Making Sense of the Bible” by Adam Hamilton, the “Immersion 
Bible Study” of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Lamentations by Janice E. Catron and we will begin “Down to 
Earth” by Mike Slaughter for Advent. Our participation has doubled, ranging between 15-20 people 
each week and all have adapted well to Zoom. 

• Each Friday night we host a time of prayer and reflection on Facebook Live. This is something new but 
it has served as a time of connection to our community. 

• Each Monday, our committees continue to gather for our monthly meetings, but now on Zoom.

Throughout the year, we’ve adapted our special events to be accessible to all people:

• Our Staycation Bible School program transformed a one-day VBS summer event to be a 5 session 
weekly video program. Carroll Martin and Charlotte Hill delivered craft kits to each household that 
participated, including some that were not in our area and some mailed out of state. Many thanks to 
Carroll and Emily Martin, Charlotte, Sophia and Mikaela Hill for helping record video lessons and for 
their on-screen talent. 

•Our UMW meetings have successfully 
relocated to Zoom and they will be hosting a 
Drive-Up Food Bank for Inland Valley Hope 
Partners and a gift-giving program for the 
children of Serenity Foster Care.

•Our All Saints slide show served as a model to 
honor Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with 
images and names of our parents as a way to 
remember them as a community. We’ve also 
gathered photos of those in the medical field 
who need prayers to remember them in this 
way.

• Our monthly Youth Pizza Lunch has re-formed 
on Zoom, with pizza delivered to each house 
and a time to enjoy some games, lessons and 
catching up with each other.

In addition to the daily maintenance of the 
church - ensuring worship, administration, 
education and fellowship occurs - our church 
leadership has been actively planning for our 

eventual Reopening, the Reopening of the Walnut United Methodist Preschool, application and management 
of Federal grants and loans and the constant examination of our finances, our budget and our financial 
engagement with the community. 
It has been and will continue to be a period of transition and adaptation, but God has been with us through it 
all. God has reminded us again and again that we are not alone in this struggle and I continue to be blessed 
by the love, support and participation of this church community. I feel privileged to be a part of the ministry 
here at Walnut United Methodist Church and am grateful for the opportunity to work amongst you. Let us 
continue to listen to what God is calling us toward and follow where God is leading, as we build the Kingdom 
of God in this place and time.

Blessings,

Pastor Krista

Continued from Page 1

Honoring Our Saints. We are blessed by their lives.
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We have made it through the 
first month of school and 
everything ran smoothly. The 
children have done well wearing 
their masks. The social distancing 
strategies are working and the 
children are understanding that 
they must stay apart. They even 
remind each other! With all the 
added precautions we were expecting some bumps in the road but 
are happy to report the children are happy, adjusting, and all is 
well. We had the school opening visit from the Department of 

Social Service. Our evaluator was pleased 
with how prepared we were. She 
complimented us on some of the steps we 
have taken to ensure children have 
individual toys designated for their use as 
well as our sanitizing procedures.


 Fall is here and Thanksgiving is just 
around the corner. As part of our 
curriculum, the teachers will cover this 

holiday and many of our class 
discussions will center on being 
thankful for our many 
blessings. We would like the 
children to experience caring

about others by sharing with 
those in need. During this 
month we will join the Walnut 
United Methodist Women in 
their food drive. We will ask 
the children to participate by 
bringing in canned or boxed 

food items. These will be donated to the church to benefit Inland 
Valley Hope Partners. This is a great way for the children to 
experience the joy of giving. They will receive a helping hands 
certificate in class when they bring in their donation.


     Miss Chris & Miss Elizabeth

Walnut UM Preschool News



Walnut Word - November 2020   Page �6






Did you know that you can play charades 
at a Zoom meeting?  You can if your Zoom 
leader is as clever as Pastor Krista! At the 
youth pizza lunch this past October 17th, 
we did just that.  We were happy to 
welcome AJ and Summerlin from their 
home in Las Vegas. Yes, pizza was delivered in Las Vegas too. A common theme among the 
school at home dynamic is missing friends from school. On the tech side of things, learning 
software has become the way of life. Youth sports continue to be a mixed bag as it is not officially 
being played in high schools or middle schools, but practices and games for non school teams are 
taking place. School bands and choir groups also have a variety of challenges. Family life with 
youth of all ages is also all over the board. The youth pizza lunches are a fun way to still enjoy a 
pizza together, play games, laugh and share all on Zoom. We have an amazing group of youth 
from all ages and supporting parents. Pastor Krista is in the midst of her "thank you" ministry and a 
big thank you to Pastor Krista for providing the leadership to our youth.

Blessings,

Don Driftmier
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 November 2020 Calendar
Website: www.walnutumc.org

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Sunday, November 1: Worship Service with Holy Communion & Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, November 2: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 


Wednesday, November 4: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, November 6: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Saturday, November 7: 9:00 AM Drive-Up Food Drive.


Sunday, November 8: Worship Service & Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, November 9: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, November 11: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted. 


Friday, November 13: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Saturday, November 14: 10:00 AM UMW Zoom Meeting.


Sunday, November 15: Worship Service & Children’s Time posted. Stewardship Campaign ends. 


Monday, November 16: 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, November 18: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, November 20: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, November 22: Worship Service & Children’s Time posted.

	 12:00 noon Zoom Thanksgiving Lunch


Monday, November 23: 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting on Zoom


Wednesday, November 25: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, November 27: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, November 29: Worship Service & Children’s Time posted.


Monday, November 30: No meetings!


Happy Thanksgiving!

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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Join our Walnut UMC family for our first 

Zoom Thanksgiving Lunch 
November 22, 2020 at noon 
Bring your own lunch and log in to 

connect with our church family and to 
express our gratitude to God and to 

each other! 

     Zoom Charge Conference 

  Saturday, December 5th 
SPRC meets at 9:30AM 

All meet at 10:30AM
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85631891638 
Meeting ID: 856 3189 1638 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85413166103 

Meeting ID: 854 1316 6103 
One tap mobile 

+16699006833,,85413166103#

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85631891638
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85413166103
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85413166103
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85631891638

	Don Driftmier

