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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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Looking Back and Looking Forward 
Should old acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot, and auld lang syne?
~ Robert Burns, “Auld Lang Syne”

This Saturday is our Charge Conference, a time to review the year we’ve experienced. 
In many ways I will be glad to see the end of 2020. I am sure many of you feel the 
same. But even as we struggle through these last days of a hard year, I am grateful for 
the ways God has blessed our community with patience, comfort and talents. Should 
we forget our acquaintances and friends of this last year? No, I don’t think so. We 
remember those blessings of old as we look forward to the new that awaits us. 

It has been a challenging year for us - personally and  financially -  with the restrictions 
on in-person worship and the subsequent slow-down of in-person giving. Our budget 
also was impacted by the lack of rental income and the inability to host fundraisers and 
events. We are grateful for the loans and grants we’ve received and our church 
leadership has risen to the challenge of managing those funds to ensure transparency 
and responsible use. 

In this challenging time, our church has made a significant investment in our preschool 
and it’s ministry to the families of our community. We are committed to carrying the 
preschool through this difficult period and with God’s help, we will survive this crisis 
and emerge with new insights and new hope. 

As we plan for, and look forward to 2021, our budget for the new year is built upon an 
assumption that part of the year will be virtual only, and another part will be virtual 
PLUS some modified in-person worship. There are so many unknowns of the year 
ahead, but we are planning and thinking about all variables to be ready for that 
unknown future. In many 
ways, we will need to trust in 
God; that God will see us 
through the challenges 
ahead and teach us the 
lesson we need to learn. As 
we wait for the birth of the 
Christ child, we await with 
anticipation to see what God 
has in store for us - as 
human beings and as a 
church community.

May God bless our Advent 
and the new year to come!

Blessings to you,

 Pastor Krista 

December 2020
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families,
Merry Christmas! May God bless your families with peace, joy, health, and love!     
In December, we will learn about the birth of Jesus. The Bible stories of Jesus’ birth are in the 
beginning of Luke and Matthew. “The unit begins with Gabriel’s visit to Mary and goes through 
baby Jesus meeting Ann and Simeon in the Temple.” 

The main Bible verse for the month is: Luke 2:11
“Your savior is born today in David’s City. He is Christ the Lord.”

• Dec. 6:  God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ parents. (Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:2-24)
• Dec. 13: God sent a savior to be born.  (Luke 2:1-7)
• Dec. 20: God chose the shepherds to meet baby Jesus and his family. (Luke 2:8-20)
• Dec. 27: God chose Anna and Simeon to meet baby Jesus. (Luke 2:25-31)

Helping us prepare for Christmas, I’ll send 
the weekly Sunday school lesson by email 
with an overview page for parents, Bible 
reading, and creative comic page about our 
everyday lives.  There will be puzzles for 
Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older 
Elementary students. Additional activities 
and snack ideas may be included. If you 
would like to receive the lessons, please 
let me know.

Christmas bags were delivered to 
families. Thank you to Pastor Krista for 
including a family set of advent 
candles and liturgy for each Sunday 

during December. Thank you to 
Charlotte Hill for helping to 
deliver them. Hopefully the children 
will enjoy the Christmas story book, 
crafts, and advent calendar! It was a 
joy to see some families while staying 
socially distanced. 

May you experience hope and the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth during this holiday 
season! 
Blessings,

Carroll Martin 
Top left: Subeen and Yabeen receive their bags;  
Bottom left:Robert and Judy Macready receive bags 
for their grandkids; Top right: Marilyn and Don 
Driftmier receive bags with Colin and Jakob; bottom 
right: Ivy, Max and Jonathon receive their bags.
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Merry Christmas! May you all continue to be safe and well! We had a delightful Zoom meeting on Nov. 14. 
We shared about what we were thankful for this year!   

Happy Birthday to Petra Movido on Dec. 26. May God fill you with joy, peace, good health, and blessings 
all year!   

Many heartfelt thanks to our church family, Preschool families, and the community for donating non-
perishable food to our Drive-up Food Drive at Walnut UMC on Sat. Nov. 7. The food was donated to 
Inland Valley Hope Partners. All donations were greatly appreciated!  

• Despite at least an hour of  pouring rain, everyone came and gave generous amounts of  food.  
• Thank you to Julie Fisher, Sandy Woolley, Jackie Navarro, and Carol Coy for helping to collect the 
food from the car trunks. Thank you to Carol Coy for taking photos.  
• Many thanks to Linda Wilford for finding the best location at church to keep the food dry until the 
IVHP truck came. We used the music storage container. She also created the flyers and outside sign to 
advertise what was happening. 
• Thank you very much for Charlotte Hill for providing coffee, bagels, and fruit for the helpers. She was 
also able to borrow an easy-up to help keep us dry.  
• We were truly blessed to collect food for those in need! 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to get a Christmas gift for 18 Foster children placed by Serenity 
Foster Care and Adoption! The last 3 children who were selected had just been placed including a baby who 
was 5 days old.  

• Please bring your gifts on Monday, December 7 from 10-11 AM at the church parking lot. We’ll collect 
the gifts from your trunk or back seat by being contactless. Please wear a mask and keep proper distance 
for safety. Your gifts are greatly appreciated!  

Please come to our next zoom UMW meeting on Saturday, December 12 at 10:00 AM. Please wear your 
favorite Christmas outfit and bring a special ornament or nativity scene to share. Our program will be “The 
Gift of  Mentoring”. We’ll reflect on the relationship between Mary and Elizabeth from Luke 1:26-56. I look 
forward to seeing and talking with you soon virtually! 

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, and love!     

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women
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Through Dec. 16, 2020

Above: Ralph and Lori Chamlee 
celebrate Ralph’s 100th birthday. 
Happy birthday, Ralph! God bless you.

Many thanks to our volunteers at 
the United Methodist Women Food 
Drive, November 7, 2020. Above: 
Charlotte Hill helps by putting up 
the easy-up, a welcome shelter from 
a rainy day. Left: Julie Fisher, 
Sandy Woolley and Carroll Martin 
load the truck for Inland Valley 
Hope Partners. 

Youth Christmas 
Zoom Party 

Saturday, 
December 19th 

at noon  
More details to come
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December is here and with it comes Christmas! Even 
with our COVID-19 restrictions we want to make it a 
joyful time of year. Things are being done a little 
differently but they can still be fun! We will have 
Christmas crafts, make presents for mom & dad, and 
have a "Cozy Christmas Party". We are asking the 
children (and staff) to wear Christmas pajamas to 
school so we can have our own Christmas morning 
complete with pictures by the tree and a special 
"Breakfast" lunch. Since parents are restricted from 
the classroom and we are not able to have school 
functions we needed to find new ways of 
communicating and making them feel a part of their 
child’s school experience. We have done this by using 
ClassDojo. This is an interactive app for sharing 
information with parents. We can communicate 
individually with each parent as well as send pictures, 
videos, newsletters, and other parent information. This year we will replace our annual 
Christmas program with individual class performances of the children singing (respecting 
social distancing) that we will record and send to the parents for them to enjoy. 


Christmas is made up of many little things, each possessing some unforgettable qualities. 
But, Christmas does occur on the same day each year for a very special reason......Let us 
not forget the miracle of the Holy Christ Child’s birth. Though we do enjoy the 
festivities that Christmas brings we make time to teach the children about what 
happened on that silent night. So at school and at home, this Christmas season, let’s 
make sure our children know the true meaning of Christmas.


May your Holiday and New Year be filled 
with joy!!!


Sincerely,

Miss Chris & Miss Elizabeth

Walnut UM Preschool News

Above: Colin enjoys the magic pencil 
in his Christmas Activity bag.
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 December 2020 Calendar
Website: www.walnutumc.org

Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Wednesday, December 2: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study.  Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, December 4: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live. 


Saturday, December 5: Charge Conference

	 9:30 AM SPRC meets with Rev. Catie Coots on Zoom

	 10:30 AM All Church /Charge Conference on Zoom


Sunday, December 6: Worship Service with Holy Communion and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, December 7: 10:00 AM -11:00 AM Drive-through UMW Serenity Foster Child

                                                      Christmas gift drop off in church parking lot.  

                             7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 

	            

Wednesday, December 9: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted. 


Friday, December 11: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Saturday, December 12: 10:00 AM UMW Zoom Meeting


Sunday, December 13: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, December 14: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, December 16: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, December 18: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Saturday, December 19: 12:00 PM Youth Christmas Party on Zoom


Sunday, December 20: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Wednesday, December 23: Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve service posted. A Service of Lessons and Carols from 
some of our Walnut UMC and community musicians.


Thursday, December 24 - January 6, 2021: Pastor Krista on vacation.


Sunday, December 27: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

 

Wednesday, December 30: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch

