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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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“I'll be home for Christmas 
You can plan on me 
Please have snow and mistletoe 
And presents by the tree 
Christmas eve will find me 
Where the love light gleams 
I'll be home for Christmas 
If only in my dreams…” 
 ~ Gannon and Kent, 1943 

I sit down to write this note on Dec. 
23rd - Christmas Eve Eve  - and I 
have just completed editing our 
Christmas Eve service. Made up of 
many video clips, the completed 
service is a gathering of people in their homes, reading scripture, singing songs. Stitched 
together, this quilt of a worship service is a perfect example of our community: separate 
pieces bound together by God into a whole that is stronger than each individual. To be 

honest, I think this is my favorite Christmas Eve service  
- at least in the top 10! I love to see each reader next to 
their Christmas tree, in front of a roaring fire, dressed in 
their holiday finery and sometimes accompanied by an 
elf. And the music is divine! Grace, Marc, Linda and 
Margery offering their gifts to our community, as well as 
the guest musicians who’ve carried us through the year. I 
am so grateful to each person who helped by offering 
their time and 
talent to be 
included in our 
community.  

In this year of 
virtual ministry, 

we pastors have had many decisions to make. One of 
the decisions with which I’ve experimented is the 
location of each worship service. Early on, I felt it was 
necessary to tape myself inside the church, in familiar 
surroundings. “If we are doing this,” I thought, “I 
should try make the experience as similar to our in-
person worship as possible.” Those early services 
occurred inside the church, with the pastor in her usual 
position at the podium, looking as if she was having 
church…with no one in the pews. After 41 Sundays, our 
services have taken place at various locations around the parsonage, in my backyard, by my 
lemon tree, in the church garden and in the church narthex and in my garage. I have not taped 
inside the church sanctuary in a long time, because it is not the same without you. To do so 
would mean that I was pretending that everything was normal. This year is not normal, and I 
recognize the uniqueness of this experience. I cannot and will not pretend this is like any 
other Christmas Eve. It’s not.  

Continued on Page 5 
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Above: Jeff reads the scripture in front of his 
fireplace for Christmas Eve, 2020.

Above: The Amezcua family 
lights the Christ candle for 
Christmas Eve, 2020.

Above: Carol reads the scripture 
in front of her Christmas tree for 
Christmas Eve, 2020.
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families,

Happy New Year! Praying that the New Year will bring 
recovery from the pandemic and hope of returning to 
church and school! May your families and you remain 
healthy! 

Many heartfelt thanks to Pastor Krista for doing a 
Children’s moment each Sunday and reading a story book each Wednesday. The link can be 
found on our church webpage www.walnutumc.org.

In January, we’ll continue to learn about Jesus’s life and the beginning of his ministry. We’ll 
resume studying the Gospels. The main Bible verse for the month is: John 3:16. This is an 
excellent verse for the children to memorize. 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
won’t perish but will have eternal life.”

Jan. 3: Jesus in the Temple God helped Jesus to grow and to become wise. (Luke 2:39-52)
Jan. 10: Jesus’s Baptism           Jesus was baptized and named the Son of God. (Luke 3:1-22)
Jan. 17: Fishers of Men       Jesus called men and women to be his disciples. (Matthew 4:18-22)
Jan. 24: Jesus and Nicodemus Jesus had compassion on all people. (John 3:1-21)          
Jan. 31: Sent Out by Twos        Jesus called others to share in God’s work in the world. (Mark 6:7-13)

In the New Year, I’ll continue to send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email with an 
overview page for parents, Bible reading, and creative comic page about our everyday lives. 
There will be puzzles for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. 
Additional activities and snack ideas may be included. If you would like to receive the lessons, 
please let me know. 

Blessings,

Carroll Martin 
Many thanks to our church 

families for helping light our 
Advent Candles: The Peeler 
family, the Zhu family, the 

Henderson family, the Amezcua 
family and the Gran family.
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Happy New Year! May you all continue to be 
safe and well!  We had an enjoyable Zoom 
meeting on Dec. 12. We wore our favorite 
Christmas outfits and shared either our 
precious ornament or nativity scene. We 
read in the Bible about Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth and how she mentored Mary as a 
new mother. We talked about how we can 
mentor each other in our faith and as United 
Methodist Women, while showing hospitality 
to each other. 
 
Happy Birthday to Mavreen Peeler on Jan. 9. 
May God fill you with joy, peace, good 
health, and blessings all year! 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
Christmas gifts for the 18 Foster children 
placed by Serenity Foster Care and 
Adoption! It was a pleasure to see everyone 
drive-by in their cars! Many thanks to Julie Fisher and Sandy Woolley for taking the gifts to Serenity on 

Monday, Dec. 7. Thank you very much to Carol Coy for 
taking photos. Aurora at Serenity expressed her 
appreciation for the gifts. 

We will have a canned soup collection for “Souper” Bowl 
Sunday. Please donate cans of soup for Inland Valley 
Hope Partners. We will have a drive-by canned soup 
collection at church on Friday, Feb. 5 from 10 am-12 
noon. Any non-perishable food donation is also 
appreciated! Thank you Linda Wilford for creating the 
flyer. 

Please come to our next zoom UMW meeting on 
Saturday, January 9 at 10:00 am. We will discuss ideas 
for the New Year. Our program will be “Knitted Together 
and Reaching Out”. I look forward to seeing and talking 
with you soon virtually!

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, 
and love!      

Carroll Martin 
WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

Above: Carroll, Sandy and Julie collect gifts for Serenity Foster Care 
and Adoption! Many thanks for their organization and delivery! 
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Pastor Krista will be on vacation from 
December 24-January 4th. In case of pastoral 
emergency, please contact: 

Pastor Jimmy Nih - (909)802-8687 

Pastor Miguel DeGuzman (626)534-5277 

We are so grateful to Pastor Jimmy and Pastor 
Mike for their help! 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Beginning January 6 at 10AM on Zoom 

“Beatitudes from the Back Side” 
by J. Ellsworth Kalas 

Join us on Zoom each Wednesday as we study Jesus’ lessons with the 
help of Kalas’ book, Beatitudes from the Back Side. 

“Using his method of approaching Bible passages from an unusual angle 
or a unique starting point, J. Ellsworth Kalas presents new insight into 
the beatitudes, Jesus’ blessings from the Sermon on the Mount.” 

CHARGE 
CONFERENCE 2020 
Members of our Church 
Leadership joined the Rev. 
Catie Coots for our Annual 
Charge Conference on 
December 5th. Many thanks to 
all who participated by writing 
Annual reports, reading the 
documents and voting to 
approve our lay Leadership 
nominations and our budget for 
the new year. Special thanks to 
Carol Coy and Linda Wilford 
for their help in compiling 
reports into an efficient and 
beautiful book! Here’s to 2021!
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Happy New Year! I hope 
everyone still found a way to 
enjoy the holiday season and 
I pray that the new year will 
bring many blessings to you 
and your family.  

For me it means that after 40 
years working for this 
Methodist preschool, 20 
years at Bell Memorial and 
after the move 20 years here 
at Walnut United Methodist, 
it is time to begin looking 
towards my future. This 
school has meant so much to 
me, and it is hard to walk away, but starting this month, I will take steps towards retirement. I will begin 
working a part-time schedule, and Miss Elizabeth will take over the day to day running of the school. I will 
remain with the school for as long as needed to help guide us through this difficult time. I hired Miss 
Elizabeth 30 years ago, and she has worked by my side in the office for the last 16 years. I have all 
confidence in her ability to lead the school. As many of you know, she is like a daughter to me, and I will 
always be here for her if she needs my help. I always loved my job, the children, their families, the church 
congregation, and the staff that has become my family. It is going to be a big change for me and I think 
going to part time will help me transition. This is not a good-bye, but as I said, just one step towards it. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Chris 

Walnut UM Preschool News

Our ministry together is not a show performed by the pastor and the pianist. Our ministry together is not 
even a production put together by a small group of individuals for you to enjoy. Our ministry together is 
like a quilt, stitched together from bits of each of us, creating an interesting, beautiful and unique whole.  

This year, I’ll be home for Christmas. As will you. But together, we create a community who loves and 
serves God by loving and serving others. And we are not alone. God is with us, Emmanuel, God made 
flesh.  
   May God bless us in 2021 and always, 

      Past! Krista 

Continued from Page 1
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Who would have thought that 
getting up early, getting yourself 
presentable for school, having 
your homework ready to turn in 
and all that comes with "going" 
to school would be something to 
look forward to. Even that evil 
"pop quiz" looks good now. Our 
youth students at all levels of 
education and their families 
have endured a 2020 year of 
challenge. So here we go for 
2021. Our professional 
educators as well as our youth 
look forward to 2021 and new 
challenges. When in class 
learning returns, the "catch up" 
process will be daunting. The 
GPA's will need to be reviewed 
and perhaps some adjustments made for stay at home learning. If not, school counselors 
and administrators will have to work out the details. Participation in extracurricular 

activities as sports, music, drama and alike will also be a 
come back challenge for all involved. As we know our youth 
and their families are not alone in all this. Perhaps our 
worship services in our church facility will once again take 
place as schools return to in class learning. We have been 
blessed with Zoom youth activities including the Zoom 
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 19th. I am privileged 
to know the youth we have involved in our Walnut UMC 
activities.  Their talents, personalities, humor and 
individualism gives me confidence that we have a future 
blessed with leadership on the rise.

Blessings,

  Don Driftmier

Above: A collection of selfies after our youth Zoom Christmas 
party.  Pizzas were delivered to five houses (including one in 
Las Vegas!) and 12 of us logged on to celebrate Christmas 
together. We played games and answered trivia questions, we 
laughed and laughed and had a great time. Many thanks to 
Charlotte Hill, Don Driftmier, our young people and their 
parents and Merry Christmas! 

Youth Zoom 
Pizza Party 
January 23rd 

at noon
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 January 2021 Calendar

Dec. 24-Jan. 4: Pastor Krista on vacation.


Sunday, January 3: Worship Service posted. 


Monday, January 4: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 


Wednesday, January 6: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted. 


Friday, January 8: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Saturday, January 9: 10:00 AM UMW Zoom Meeting.


Sunday, January 10: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, January 11: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, January 13: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, January 15: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Sunday, January 17: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, January 18: 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, January 20: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, January 22: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Saturday, January 23: 12:00 noon Youth Zoom Pizza Party.


Sunday, January 24: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, January 25: Church Council Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, January 27: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, January 29: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Sunday, January 31: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.



	Don Driftmier

