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Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
Pastor 

 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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There is a time for everything,
and a season for every purpose under 
heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather 

them together;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from 

embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace. 

~ Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8

Last week, we experienced a grim milestone: 
One of our own passed away from 
complications due to COVID-19. Many of us 
have experienced this loss in our own families, 
extended families and circles of friends. Each loss 
is heartbreaking and traumatic, but the loss of Telma is particularly difficult as the first time we’ve 
experienced this in our church family.  As I write this, our nation has lost 439,955 (according to 
the CDC) and it is painful to think that Telma is among those statistics. However, each number is 
the life of a beloved parent, child, sibling, partner, spouse, and friend. Each loss sends ripples out 
into world affecting the lives of so many. It is enough to make us despair in the monumental grief 
of this pandemic. How do we go on living with the enormity of the loss and grief and mourning? 

In my grief and confusion, I turn to the book of Ecclesiastes and read the familiar text above. In 
fact I sing it in my head to the tune of the song made famous by the Byrds.  “To everything (Turn, 
turn, turn) there is a season. (Turn, turn, turn) and a time for every purpose under heaven.” We 
are experiencing a season of loss, grief, mourning and trauma, a long season of Lent. But Easter is 
coming. God is with us through these hard times and will see us to the other side. When we are 
able to regather for worship, we will celebrate the life of Telma, recall the stories and memories 
and thank God for the gift of Telma in our lives. Until that time, we hold each other in prayer, we 
reach out to Joel and those who loved Telma and we live in a way that would be pleasing to God 
and Telma: loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger,  and offering a smile to those who need 
one. 

May God bless us all, 

Pastor Krista

February 2021

Our dear sister in Christ, Telma Andrews 
passed away on January 25, 2021. As you 
may know, she contracted COVID-19 two and 
a half weeks ago and she fought a hard 
battle. As a church, we have been blessed by 
Telma's light and joy and the way she made 
each person feel special. Please keep Joel in 
your prayers as he mourns this tremendous 
loss. Details regarding a memorial service to 
celebrate her life will be announced later.

mailto:office@walnutumc.org
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families,


Happy Valentine’s Day! May we love and care for each other, our friends, and our 
neighbors while staying physically distanced. I’m praying that your families will remain 
healthy! May God be with you as you continue to grow and learn in your faith! 


Many heartfelt thanks to Pastor Krista for doing Children's moments each Sunday and 
reading a story book each Wednesday. The link can be found on our church webpage 
www.walnutumc.org.


In February, we’ll continue to learn about Jesus’ ministry namely “Jesus Teaches and 
Heals”. We’ll resume studying the Gospels. 


The main Bible verse for the month is: 

“Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
announcing the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every 
sickness.” Matthew 9:35


Feb. 7 Healing on the Sabbath      Jesus did not do what the Pharisees thought he      

                                          should do. (Matthew 12:9-14) 


Feb. 14 Beatitudes                     Jesus helped people learn something new about        
      God. (Matthew 5:1-9)


Feb. 21 Birds in the Sky           Jesus taught people. (Matthew 6:25-34)

  

Feb. 28 Peter’s Mother-in-law       Jesus helped people. (Luke 4:38-44)

         Healed                           


Each week, I’ll continue to send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email with an 
overview page for parents, Bible reading, and creative comic page about our everyday 
lives. There will be puzzles for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary 
students. Additional activities and snack ideas may be included. If you would like to 
receive the lessons, please let me know. Also, please let me know if you have any ideas 
or suggestions! 


Blessings,


Carroll Martin 

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.walnutumc.org
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Happy Valentine’s Day! May you all continue to be safe and well! We had 
a wonderful Zoom meeting on Jan. 9.  We discussed Mission ideas for 
the New Year! We learned how UMW Mission dollars are at work 
changing the lives of one woman, one child, and one youth at a time 
putting our faith, hope, and love into action. 

We presented the Special Mission Recognition Award for 2020 to 
Jackie Navarro. Thank you for her service all year by volunteering at the 
Drive-up Food Drive at church, reading UMW resource books and 
sharing them with us, and giving devotions.  

Happy Birthday to Celi Manacop on Feb. 10; Charlotte Hill on Feb. 14; 
Muriel Rawate on Feb 17; Shirley Dennis on Feb. 18; Lisa Lee on Feb. 24; 
and Pastor Krista on Feb. 24. May God fill you with joy, peace, good 
health, and blessings all year! 

We are having a Drive-up Canned Soup Drive at church for “Souper 
Bowl”. Please come to church on Friday, Feb. 5 from 10 am to 12 noon. 
Any non-perishable food items are appreciated. The food will be 
donated to Inland Valley Hope Partners. They will bring out their truck 
again on that day. 

Cal-Pac UMW is 
having their Mid-Winter “Virtual” Event on Sat. Feb. 20 
from 11 am – 12:30 pm. “Knitting Together God’s 
Family” with 3 speakers. Registration is due by Feb. 12. 
Mission offering will be taken. Please register online at 
http://www.calpacumc.org/umw. I hope you can attend! 
I’ll send the flyer by email. 

Please come to our next Zoom UMW meeting on 
Saturday, Feb. 13 at 10:00 am. Please bring or wear 
something that reminds you of  Valentine’s Day. Our 
program will be about “A Call to Prayer and Self-
Denial”. The theme for 2021 is “She Leads: Empowering 
Women to Make a Difference”. Please pray and consider 
making an offering. I look forward to seeing you 
virtually.

May God bless you with good health, hope, peace, joy, 
and love! 
Carroll Martin 
WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

Above: Congratulations to Jackie Navarro 
on her Special Mission Recognition Award 
for 2020!

http://www.calpacumc.org/umw
http://www.calpacumc.org/umw
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Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with 
anticipation, danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward. 
In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, 
professor, and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical 
texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text 
raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, and how we all 
face risk in our Christian experience.

Lenten Book Study 
“entering the passion of 
Jesus” by Amy Jill Levine 

Wednesdays at 10AM 
On Zoom 

Beginning Feb. 17th

We are blessed to have so many volunteers that are willing to put in so many hours to keep our church 
alive and healthy during these trying times.  I wanted to update everyone on information you may not have 
been aware of.

In 2020, when the Pandemic hit and we had to close our doors to in-person services, we also had to close 
the doors to the preschool (we did reopen the preschool in October).  Due to being a non-profit we 
were on the “reimbursable method” with EDD.  What this means is we had to pay 100% of the Teachers 
unemployment during the time of closure.  We also were losing income from no longer collecting money 
from Church of the Nations and the Formosan Church. 

 The leaders of WUMC made the decision to apply for a PPP Loan (Paycheck Protection Program).  The 
church received $132,357.00 which was used to pay salaries for our pastor,  secretary and preschool 
employees.  We have used all the funds and have submitted our Forgiveness application.  This was a very 
tedious process and the PPP committee put in numerous hours to make sure everything was in order.  I 
would like to thank this committee for their many hours and dedication.

Our PPP committee consists of:  Jeff Chamlee, Amy Nih, Linda Wilford, Manny Don, Jimmy Nih, Chris 
Torreyson, Elizabeth Nunez and myself.  I would also like to thank Nancy Yu for her expertise advice during 
the process.

We have recently submitted for a second PPP loan.  I ask you to please keep the church in your daily 
prayers and that our Forgiveness application and our 2nd submission for PPP are approved.  I look forward 
to the day we can worship together in-person.

Love and Hope,

       Stacy Manfredi, Church Council Chair

A Note from our PPP Task Force…
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Walnut UM Preschool News

Our Preschool Needs 
our Help! 

Our Preschool is in need of supplies 
and we can help! They have established an Amazon Wishlist filled with items of varied cost 
that will help with the shortfall in their budget.  They are requesting we purchase from the list 
and have items delivered to our home address, so then we can hand deliver them to the 
Preschool. The Preschool does not have weekend hours, so they are worried about items 
being left outside. To help, please click on the link below. Many Thanks!


https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/313Q6MTRXLJ7W?ref_=wl_share


This time of year we normally start thinking about summer 
school and the next school year, but nothing about this year 
is normal so we have changed our timeline. Our focus here 
is to continue to register children that are ready to return 
to school for this school year. Those children will be 
guaranteed a spot for summer and fall. We will be delaying 
our summer and fall registration for new students to later 
this spring in order to ensure the students that return this 
year have a spot for next year.

We continue to run our program with the same goals and 
high standards. The children are all doing great and enjoying 
their school experience. Our three year old classes are 
continuing to work on social skills and beginning academics. 
The pre-k children have been busy working on kindergarten 
preparedness. During our chapel time, we will teach the 
stories that show Jesus’ love and care for His people as He does wonderful miracles. We will 
celebrate Valentine's Day with parties and fun activities!

We have always thought of February as the month of "love", 1 John 3:18 says, "Dear Children, let us 
not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth." Let’s be an example to our children 
not just this month but all year long.

Sincerely,
Miss Chris & Miss Elizabeth

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/313Q6MTRXLJ7W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/313Q6MTRXLJ7W?ref_=wl_share
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Our Walnut UMC youth read a daily scripture based 
devotional that carries the title of "A morning slice of 
cold pizza and warm wisdom". Today's devotional is from 
1 John 3:18  "Little children, let's not love with words or 
speech but with action and truth." CEB. Yesterday, I met 
for the first time a local young poet, age 23, by the name 
of Amanda S.C. Gorman. Like millions of others who also 
met her for the first time it was through the televised 
inauguration ceremonies of our next President, Joe 

Biden. Her poem, "The Hill We Climb" was presented with the poise and passion becoming of 
someone named National Youth Poet Laureate. I read that poem after the program. I found it 
so inspiring to me that I am sharing an excerpt here:  

When day comes we step out of the shade, 
aflame and unafraid, 
the new dawn blooms as we free it. 
For there is always light, 
if only we're brave enough to see it. 
If only we're brave enough to be it. 

The full poem can be found at https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-
of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem.  The scripture reading calls for action and truth. "The 
Hill We Climb" combines eloquently words with the action and truth of the poet's pen. So 
please find some time to sit, and be both challenged and inspired.   

Blessings, 
Don Driftmier

A note to our Youth supporters: 
Due to some budget cuts, this year we are working with 
half of our Youth budget.  Each youth meeting costs about 
$100 to deliver pizzas to all participants. If you would like 
to contribute to ensure we continue reaching out to our 
older kids, youth and young adults, you may click on this 
link (http://bit.ly/3pFOydo) and designate your gift to the 
youth group. 

Many thanks! 
Pastor Krista 

February 20th

http://bit.ly/3pFOydo
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
http://bit.ly/3pFOydo
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February 2021 Calendar

Monday, February 1: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 
            

Wednesday, February 3: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study and Kid’s Storytime Video posted. 

Friday, February 5: 10:00AM - noon Souper Bowl Food Drive
6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Sunday, February 7: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 

Monday, February 8: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 

Wednesday, February 10: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study and Kid’s Storytime Video posted.

Friday, February 12: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Saturday, February 13: 10:00 AM UMW Zoom Meeting

Sunday, February 14: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

Monday, February 15: PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY

Tuesday, February 16: 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.

Wednesday, February 17: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 
Ash Wednesday and Kid’s Storytime Videos posted.

Friday, February 19: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live

Saturday, February 20:  12:00 PM Youth Pizza Party on Zoom 

Sunday, February 21: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

Monday, February 22: Church Council Meeting on Zoom.

Wednesday, February 24: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study and Kid’s Storytime Video posted.

Friday, February 26: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.

Sunday, February 28: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

Website: www.walnutumc.org
Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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Blood Drive 
Walnut High School 

  

Held at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Gym 
20801 Macron Ave 
Walnut, CA 91789 

  

Thursday, February 4, 2021 
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

  

To schedule your life-saving appointment, please visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter sponsor code: whsmustangs 

  

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes 
by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation 

reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment. 


	Don Driftmier

