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A Church Moving Forward 
As I sit down to write, it is Monday of Holy 
Week. We have finished a wonderful Palm 
Sunday worship with our youth and youth 
parents presentation of the last days of Jesus’ 
earthly life. I am anticipating and preparing for 
the end of the week which will bring Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.  It is a 
busy time for the church. 

And yet, we continue. After a year of 
Pandemic-life and all the adjustments we’ve 
made, new technologies we’ve learned, and 
challenges we’ve overcome, we continue. Each 
week we worship together; we pray together; 
we study the bible together; our children 
experience the love of God through stories, 
activities and visits from the Goodie-bag 
brigade; our youth connect with fellowship and 
pizza; we grieve together as we  honor the life 
of Telma Andrews; we sing together, even if it is 
just as a square on the screen; we struggle 
together to decipher government grants; and 
we plan and strategize for reopening. 

As I marked the one year anniversary of our 
relationship with COVID-19, I found these statistics, that demonstrate how we have 
persevered: 

Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 
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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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Above: Telma’s graveside service; Below: 
Collin reads a new Easter book to Jakob, 
thanks to the Goodie Bag delivery. Bottom: 
Virtual Choir to debut on Easter morning.
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 



Dear Families,


Happy Easter! May each of you have a wonderful 
Easter with family! I think about you often and 
miss seeing you! This month we’ll review the 
events of Jesus’ life after his resurrection. Jesus’ 
resurrection brought new hope to his followers 
and brings new hope to us today!  


Thank you to Pastor Krista for doing Children’s 
moments each Sunday and reading a story book 
each Wednesday. The links can be found on our 
church webpage www.walnutumc.org.


In April, we’ll study “The Resurrection” where Jesus surprises his friends and 
followers by appearing to them and making sure that they know “He is alive”. 

The main Bible verse for this month is: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Matthew 28:19


Apr. 4   Easter                             Jesus rose from the dead.                   

       John 20:1-18

            

Apr. 11 Emmaus                         Jesus’ resurrection brings new hope.   

       Luke 24:13-35

                                                                       

Apr. 18  Breakfast at the Sea      Jesus wants the disciples to feed his sheep.

                                           John 21:1-14, John 21:15-19

  

Apr. 25  Great Commission        Jesus’ mission was continued by the first disciples.

                                             Matthew 28:16-20


Each week, I’ll send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email with an overview page 
for parents, Bible reading, and creative comic page about our everyday lives.  Puzzles 
will be included for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. 
Additional activities and snack ideas may be added. 


If you would like to receive the lessons, please let me know. Also, please let me know 
if you have any ideas or suggestions!


Blessings,


Carroll Martin 
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Happy Easter! May you all have a blessed Easter with your 
family. Thankfully we have been getting our vaccines and the 
cases of COVID are decreasing! Praying that you all stay 
healthy! 

Thank you for attending the Zoom meeting on March 13. 
• Our program was “Persistence in Mission” for the 

UMW Program book Knitted Together for God’s Good 
Work. We talked about the unnamed Gentile woman 
who kept asking Jesus to have mercy on her daughter 
and heal her. They discussed feeding crumbs to their 
pet dog while eating. Jesus realized the woman’s faith 
and healed her daughter. Matthew 15:21-28.

• We also discussed how we can be persistent or 
determined working for God’s missions.  

Telma Andrews graveside service was very heartfelt and a 
special time to remember her and celebrate her life. The 
donated flowers were beautiful! Thank you for everyone’s 
donations for her memorial fund. We will discuss additional 
ideas for her memorial at church at our next meeting. She 
was a faithful member of Walnut UMW and Walnut UMC. 

Happy Birthday to Emily Martin on April 10; remembering 
Telma Andrews on April 14; and Cynthia Spann on April 23. 
May God bless you with joy, love, good health, and peace all year! 

Upcoming events: 
Ladies Tea (Virtual) on May 8 at 10:00 am. We will discuss ideas and plans at our next meeting such as:
• Bring your favorite tea cup or tea pot and share a story.
• Remember and honor our mothers

East District UMW Social Action and Quiet Disciple Virtual Event on April 24. Guest speaker from 
David and Margaret Youth and Family Services will address youth aging out of Foster homes. Also, 
UMW “Quiet Disciples” for the local organizations will be honored. Flyer will be available soon. 

Please come to our next Zoom UMW meeting on Saturday, April 10 at 10:00 am. Our program is 
about “Unbound to Share Good News”. (Matthew 28:1-10)  We will discuss how the women 
courageously visited Jesus’ tomb, found it empty, and were sent by the risen Jesus to spread the good 
news with joy. 

I look forward to seeing you virtually soon!  Blessings and peace,
        Carroll Martin, WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

Above: Telma’s graveside service was 
beautiful! Many thanks for your donations to 
the gift of flowers! Photos by Carol Coy.
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Easter Goodie Bag Delivery by our 
WUMC Children’s Ministry!
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Holy Week 2021 
April 2, 2021: GOOD FRIDAY COLLABORATIVE 
WORSHIP with Rev. Dr. Paula Ferris, Rev. Angela 
Galanis Price, Rev. Paige Eaves, Rev. Karen 
Tannheimer and our own Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens. 

April 3, 2021 at 5:00PM: HOLY SATURDAY 
WORSHIP! Join together via Zoom with the Padhar 
Lutheran Church Easter Sunrise service. Details 
upcoming.

April 4, 2021: EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP with 
musical offering from Manny and Margery Don, the 
Global UMC Virtual Choir and our own Walnut UMC 
virtual choir!
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“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world.", 1 John 4 KJV.  Comforting words for our youth and 
their families from K-12 schools to college and university 
campuses. Kudos to the students and staff at Walnut High 
School for all those notes posted on the fence facing La 
Puente Road. The news of the day in print and televised 
media covers the many stories about schools reopening for 
classroom learning. Although there are directives for this 
from health agencies, individual school districts have been 
showing various ways to support a 2021 healthy learning 

environment. Our grandson at Charter Oak High School is back at school and playing varsity 
football. There are tutors working with those who have suffered learning issues at home. The college and 
university scene is still dedicated to mostly stay at home learning. Full on campus learning for them seems 
to be in the fall of 2021. Perhaps it’s just me, but when you walk from the visitor parking lot at Walnut High 
School to the front door of the administration offices, look to the north west and you will see the tops of 
those beautiful crosses in front of our Walnut United Methodist Church. "Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world." Indeed.

Blessings,

Don Driftmier

Many Thanks to our Youth, Youth 
Parents and Youth Supporters for 
the wonderful Palm Sunday drama, 
including: Albert, AJ, Summerlin and 
Alex Cardona, Charlotte, Sophia 
and Mikaela Hill, Don Driftmier, 
Michael, Mavreen and Jackie Peeler.

Walnut UMC Youth present Palm/Passion Sunday
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Happy Easter to all! Spring is here and with it comes a variety of 

Website: www.walnutumc.org
Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedMethodistChurch 

Friday, April 2: 	 Good Friday Worship posted.

	 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Saturday, April 3: 5:00PM Zoom Easter Sunrise Service from 
Padhar, India


Sunday, April 4:   Easter Worship and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, April 5-Sunday, April 11: Pastor Krista on vacation.


Monday, April 5: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Saturday, April 10: 10:00 AM UMW Zoom Meeting.


Sunday, April 11: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, April 12: 7:00 PM Finance Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, April 14: Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, April 16: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, April 18: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, April 19: Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, April 21: Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, April 23: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live.


Saturday, April 24: Youth Pizza Lunch on Zoom


Sunday, April 25: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, April 26: Church Council Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, April 28: Kid’s Storytime Video posted.


Friday, April 30: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


VIEW OUR  
CHURCH  
DIRECTORY  
ON YOUR  
MOBILE DEVICE!

Our church directory is a great 
resource tool that allows you to 
get to know our church family 
better! 

Simply go to the App Store, 
search for Instant Church 
Directory       and download 
the FREE app to begin. 

You will use your email address 
listed in the directory to 
CREATE A LOGIN the first time 
you use the directory app. 

If you’re not listed in the 
directory, OR if you have 
trouble logging into the app, 
please contact Stacy Manfredi 
at Stacy.manfredi@yahoo.com

FREE App for iPhone, 
iPad & Android

April 2021 Calendar

http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
http://www.walnutumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WalnutUnitedmethodistchurch
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Happy Easter to all! Spring is here and with it comes a variety of teaching experiences. What child doesn’t 
like frogs, bugs, flowers and butterflies? By using the things children love in our teaching we hope to also 
bring about a love for learning. We will encourage the children to become aware of all the changes that 
occur when Mother Earth is coming to life and remember with them that all these wonderful gifts come from 
God. 

We are happy to say that things seem to be progressing toward a more normal environment here at the 
preschool. We are glad that almost all our staff has received the Covid vaccine. We have more children 
enrolling, which we need in order to keep the preschool going. We do assure you that we are continuing to 
comply with all licensing and CDC guidelines. Our class sizes will remain small and only increase as 
directed by the Department of Social Services. We take our responsibility to keep the children safe very 
seriously. 

Registration for new students for summer and fall will begin Monday, April 19. If there are any church 
members wanting their children or grandchildren to attend, please give us a call at 909-444-9340, church 
members do have priority. If you know of anyone looking for a good preschool please let them know as 
well. Most of our new families come because one of our current families shared with them about our school 
and for that we are thankful. The best form of advertisement is word of mouth. 

The pre-k teachers have begun testing in preparation for parent/teacher conferences. This year we are 
offering both face to face and phone conferences. These will begin May 10 through May 14. Parents sign 
up for a short visit with the teacher to discuss the child’s progress and readiness for kindergarten. We do 
not have formal evaluations or conferences for our three’s class but the parents can schedule a time to 
speak with the teacher if they feel a need to do so. 

Sincerely, 
Chris Torreyson & Elizabeth Nunez 
Walnut UMP Co-Directors

A Church Moving Forward (Continued from page 1)

• We’ve completed 153 videos: worship videos, Children’s Time videos, Kid’s Storytime videos and “extra” 
videos for Staycation Bible School, and Ash Wednesday and Christmas Eve services. 

• We’ve completed six books in our Zoom bible study.
• We’ve completed 54 regular meetings, many “extras” as we established a Reopening Task Force, which has 

put together a reopening plan and a PPP Task Force, which has set up and dealt with our accounting for the 
PPP loans we’ve received from the Federal Government. 

We continue. As we approach our second pandemic-style Easter, I am grateful for a church that faces challenges 
head-on and take each one as it comes.  Our reopening plan has been submitted to the District for approval 
and then we have some work to do in preparation for reopening. And when we do, we will need to open at 
25% capacity with strict safety protocols. It will be different, but it will be good to transition into in-person 
worship once again. We are a church moving forward. We continue. 

Blessings to you this Easter,

Pastor Krista

Walnut UM Preschool News


	Don Driftmier

