
Walnut Word - May 2021   Page 1

 

Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 

Vol. 22, Issue 3|March 2020 

office@walnutumc.org 

W A LNUT  W ORD  

Rev. Dr. Krista S. Givens 
Pastor 

 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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It was always supposed to be 
temporary: the virtual offerings 
put in place during the pandemic. 
Now, as restrictions are changing, 
as children return to in-person 
school, as activities resume, we 
begin to transition again. Some of 
our virtual events move aside so 
that we can begin to think about 
and plan for reopening. 

The first of those set aside is our Kid's Storytime videos on Wednesdays. After 
a year of weekly goofiness, I have read 47 books and made 47 videos 
intended for our church kids. But, as virtual offerings and activities do, the 
videos have reached beyond our church walls into the houses of friends in 
other cities, states and around the world: our Preschool parents have utilized 
them as entertainment; a friend in Florida uses the videos to read to her two 
kids; friends in Padhar, India incorporated them into their bedtime routine. I 
have loved reading stories to our children and being connected to our 
youngest disciples during this challenging year.  But it is time to let some 
things go, in order to make room for what is to come. 

Our Reopening Plan has been submitted to the Conference and our church 
leadership has been engaged in revisions in the plan to address the questions 
and concerns from our Conference leadership. We are currently awaiting final 
approval and once approved, we will begin the preparations to reopen. This 
will include training volunteers in our new regulations and tasks and getting 
the facility ready for visitors. When we do reopen, our worship experience will 
be different - we can not go back to ‘the ways things were’ - but it will be a 
blessing to be physically together.  

For a while we will be in a “both/and” situation, with virtual worship posted on 
YouTube, Facebook and our website AND in-person worship on Sunday 
mornings. Consequently, the virtual offerings we’ve developed will slowly be 
phased out, although some will remain in place for the foreseeable future. 
We’ve learned quite a lot this 14 months. Those lessons will remain and 
continue to teach us new ways of doing ministry.  
     God bless us in these transitions, 

       Pastor Krista

May 2021

Endings and Beginnings
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families, 

Happy Mother’s Day! Thank you, Lord, for each Mother 
and for your caring, nurturing, and loving ways. May God 
bless you with joy, strength, love, and health. May you 
celebrate all month long!  

Thank you to Charlotte Hill for delivering the Easter bags 
to the families. I really appreciate your help! It was a joy 
and a blessing to see our families even for a few minutes.  

Exciting New! 2 upcoming events:  

 *Staycation Bible School- “Anchored” from Group Publishing will 
be held virtually for 2 Wednesdays in July. The program includes 
music, sea crafts, Bible adventures, and Anchor Away games, 
opening and closing. The main Bible point is “God is faithful”. 
More information about registering will follow.  

CAL-PAC 
SUMMER 

CAMP 2021  
WE ARE “ALL IN” 

CAMP WRIGHTWOOD IS 
OFFERING IN-PERSON 

SUMMER CAMP 

*Please consider attending in-
person summer camp at Wrightwood for Elementary, Junior High, and High School 

Students. There is no deposit fee and the price doesn’t go up until June 21.  

Elementary 1 June 30-July 3rd    $290 (after June 21st $315) Grades 3-6 
Elementary 2 July 6-9    $290 (after June 21st $315) Grades 3-6 
Middle School July 11-16    $375 ($400) Grades 6-9 
High School July 18-23     $375 ($400) Grades 9-Grade 12  

https://www.campwrightwood.org  

https://www.campwrightwood.org/
https://www.campwrightwood.org/
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 Children’s Ministry continued 

In May, we’ll study “The Church” discussing the beginning of the Christian church. The key Bible 
verse is  

“The Lord’s power was with them, and a large number came to believe and 
turned to the Lord.”  ~ Acts 11:21   

*Note: Pentecost is celebrated May 23 in church.  

May 2   Pentecost                      The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-41) 
             
May 9   First Christians      Believers were first called Christians in Antioch.    
     (Acts 11:19-30) 
                                                                        
May 16  Church is One Body       Believers used their gifts to build up the church.    
     (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)    
   
May 23  Believer’s Share           Believers shared with each other to build up the           
       church. (Acts 4: 32-37) 
                                                                                                  
May 30  Choosing the Seven     Some disciples were called to serve the church in   
     special ways. (Acts 6:1-7) 

Each week, I’ll send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email 
with an overview page for parents, Bible reading, and creative 
comic page about our everyday lives.  Puzzles will be included 
for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary 
students. Additional activities and snack ideas may be added.  

If you would like to receive the lessons, please let me know. 
Also please let me know if you have any ideas or suggestions!  

Blessings, 

Carroll Martin
Left: Congratulations to Summerlin Cardona for the two 
awards she received: one for reading 124 books and one for 
the Math Khan Champion. Way to go Summerlin! 
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Happy Mother’s Day! Thank you, Lord, for each mother, grandmother, aunt, godmother for their 
loving, caring, and nurturing ways. We are thankful that they taught us to love you!  

Thank you for attending the Zoom meeting on April 10. It was a pleasure to see everyone!  

•Thank you to Pam Zwingman for presenting the program “Just Energy for All”. Thank you to 
everyone for sharing ideas about conserving energy.  

Happy Birthday to Ana Ortiz on May 1 and 
June O’Shaughnessy on May 30.  May God 
bless you with joy, love, good health, and 
peace all year!  

Please come to our virtual Ladies’ Tea on 
May 8 at 10:00 am. Please invite a friend, 
relative or neighbor. The Zoom ID will be the 
same as our regular meeting. Please let me 
know if you would like to attend and I’ll send 
you the link. My email address is 
rcepmartin@charter.net.  

• Please bring your favorite tea cup and/or teapot.  
• Please share your family tea traditions. 
• We will have fellowship, fun, and time for sharing!  
• We will honor and remember our Mothers! 
• Any and all donations are appreciated to help fund our mission projects! 

Thank you to Linda Wilford and Carol Coy for creatively preparing the Ladies’ Tea slides for the 
worship service and the newsletter!  

We will provide a purple rose bush, plaque, and stone in memory of Telma Andrews. The rose 
bush will be planted at church soon. Thank you very much for everyone’s generous donations! 

We will honor the Walnut United Methodist Preschool administrators and teachers on May 4 with 
a thank you note and gift. May 4 is Teacher Appreciation day. 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

I look forward to seeing you virtually for a cup of tea soon!  
 Blessings and peace,  

Carroll Martin 

Walnut United Methodist Women

Memories from the 2019 Tea
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We want to wish all mothers a Happy Mother’s Day! If 
you have small children may God bless you with the 
wisdom and strength needed to raise them to be the 
best that they can be. If your children are grown, may 
He bless you for a job well done! As the regular school 
year comes to an end, we would like to thank everyone 
for the support you have shown us through these trying times. We are thankful to still be open and 
able to serve God through this ministry. We acknowledge that we would not be here without the 
support of the church. We will be having a Graduation Ceremony on Wednesday, May 26. We have 2 
Pre-K classes and both are very small. Due to Covid protocol, each class will have a separate 
program, each student will be allowed 2 guests, the event will be outdoors and there will be no 
mingling after the program. 

The last day of school will be on Thursday, May 27th, and we will celebrate with a class party! School 
will be closed on Friday, May 28th to prepare for summer school which will begin on Tuesday, June 
1st. We are currently registering children for summer and fall. Our summer is looking good and we 
predict our fall will be full. Let us pray that things continue to progress as they are and we can keep 
on this road to recovery. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Chris & Miss Elizabeth

Walnut UM Preschool News

We will be having a 3-week bible study to 
discuss the books of Jeremiah and 

Lamentations, using the Immersion Bible 
Study written by Janice E. Catron. We will 

meet on May 5, May 12 and May 19 at 
10:00 AM on Zoom. See you then!
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As I sat in the 
bleachers 
behind home 
plate of the 
Walnut High 
School baseball 
field this past 
Saturday I 
noticed 

something that I have not seen before at the many 
ball games I have attended.The game was our 
grandson Alek's Charter Oak High School team 
playing the Walnut High School team. The field is at 
the far southeast corner of the campus. As I looked 
over the center field fence, what to my surprise came 
into view were the three crosses we have in front of 
our Walnut United Methodist Church. I was missing 
our youth pizza lunch, but I was pleasantly viewing a 
very meaningful image of our church. I shared what I 
saw with a few of my fellow Charter Oak family 
members. They asked about the church and I shared 
our youth activities, opened and closed.  

Many of our youth will attend Walnut High School and they will not be very far from those 
three crosses. One such Walnut High School student is freshman Sophia Hill. I have 
included an image created by Sophia for our youth shirts. Taking root is this walnut maturing 
to accept the cross and flame. Thank you Sophia for this introspective design. 

Blessings, 

Don Driftmier
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MAY 2021 Calendar

Sunday, May 2: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, May 3: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting via Zoom. 


Wednesday, May 5: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 

	                

Friday, May 7: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Saturday, May 8: 10:00 AM United Methodist Women 

	 Ladies’ Tea on Zoom.


Sunday, May 9: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted. 


Monday, May 10: 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, May 12: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Friday, May 14: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, May 16: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, May 17: 7:00 PM Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, May 19: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Friday, May 21: 6:00 PM Friday Prayers on Facebook Live


Sunday, May 23: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, May 24: Church Council Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, May 26: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Congratulations to Sophia 
Hill, who won the LA 
County Library Bookmark 
Contest in the 9th grade 
category with the beautiful 
drawing of birds!
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