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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under the heavens: a time to 
be born and a time to die, a time to plant and 
a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to 
heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to 
mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter 
stones and a time to gather them, a time to 
embrace and a time to refrain from 
embracing, a time to search and a time to 
give up, a time to keep and a time to throw 
away,  a time to tear and a time to mend, a 
time to be silent and a time to speak, a time 
to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

~ Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8
	 On May 22nd, I was privileged to be a part of the family graveside 
service for Pat Hoover, longtime member of Walnut UMC. Having presided at 
her husband Phil’s memorial service in 2018, I knew the family and 
remembered the stories of their happy life together with their three daughters 
in Walnut. Although I did not know the Hoovers during their active time in our 
church, it was an honor to represent you and their place in our church as the 
family gathered to say their goodbyes. 


	 This is a time of transitions: a time to say goodbye to the activities, 
coping mechanisms and spiritual practices that have sustained us for the past 
14 1/2 months  and a time to adapt to the new activities, coping mechanisms 
and spiritual practices that will motivate us to move forward. This transition is 
not like a light switch to turn off the old and turn on the new. This transition will 
be a process for us as a church, and also for each of us individually. Why don’t 
we just go back to normal?


 	 By living through this 14 1/2 months, with all that has been gained and 
lost, we can not go back to a time before the pandemic. We are not the same 
people we were pre-pandemic. Echoing the words of Ecclesiastes, there was a 
time for the pre-pandemic Walnut UMC, and there is a time for a post-
pandemic Walnut UMC.	 


	 Last Friday was the final “Friday Prayers” hosted on Facebook live. As I 
signed off, I realized I will really miss connecting with our extended church 
family each week through prayer. Collecting the prayer requests from the 
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mailto:office@walnutumc.org
mailto:office@walnutumc.org


Walnut Word - June 2021   Page 2

community, sharing updates and celebrating 
joys: all aspects of the process helped me stay 
in contact with you throughout this challenging 
time. But there is a time to gather for Friday 
Prayers and a time to set aside Friday Prayers. 
And even though our prayer life will be different 
moving forward, it can still be a meaningful way 
to connect with each other and with God. 


	 Beginning June 6th, we will be 
transitioning into a hybrid church - a both/and 
church  - offering both virtual worship and 
modified in-person worship each week. Our 
phased reopening will begin feeling fairly strict 
but hopefully, as restrictions ease, our worship 
experience will feel more “normal.” Throughout 
the summer, we will be learning as we go and 
discerning what God wants for us and from us 
this season. There certainly is a time for every 
purpose under heaven. 


Blessings to us as we begin this new time,

Pastor Krista 

And, if you’d like to volunteer to help, please 
contact me and I will add you to our schedule. 
	 


VOLUNTEERS FOR JUNE 2021

Many thanks to all those who attended our 
Volunteer Trainings on May 26th and June 1, 
in preparation for our Reopening on June 6th! 

Date Online 
Liturgist

In-Person 
Liturgist

In-Person 
Greeters

In-Person 
Ushers

In-Person Tech

June 6, 2021 Manny Don Charlotte Hill Carroll Martin Jackie Navarro Carol Coy

Pam Zwingman Don Driftmier

Sandy Woolley Julie Fisher

June 13, 2021 Don Driftmier Don Driftmier Sandy Woolley Jackie Navarro

Carroll Martin

June 20, 2021 Jeff Chamlee Jeff Chamlee Carroll Martin Jackie Navarro

June 27, 2021 Pam Zwingman Pam Zwingman Carroll Martin

Continued from Page 1
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families,
Summer is coming! May you enjoy 
the outdoors and new adventures! 
*Please mark your calendars for 
Anchored Staycation Bible School 
on Wednesday, July 14 and July 
21. It will be held virtually like 
last year. Pastor Krista will do the 
opening and closing. The program 
includes music, sea crafts, and 
Bible adventures. A goodie bag will 
be delivered with the craft 
supplies. All children are welcome! 
Please register!
Registration: https://
vbspro.events/p/events/
walnutumcsbs2
We will continue virtual Sunday 
School throughout the summer! 
We will start planning for the 
return of in-person Sunday school 
hopefully in September. 

In June, we’ll study the people Jesus met from the Gospels. The key Bible verse is:
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. “Don’t forbid them, because the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to people like these children.” Matthew 19:14

 June 6     Bartimaeus                  Mark 10:46-52
 June 13    Mary and Martha            Luke 10:38-42
 June 20    Jesus and the Children       Matthew 19:13-15
 June 27    Zacchaeus                    Luke 19:1-10

Each week, I’ll send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email with an overview page for parents, 
Bible reading, and creative comic page about our everyday lives.  Puzzles will be included for 
Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. Additional activities and snack ideas 
may be added. If you would like to receive the lessons, please let me know. Also please let me 
know if you have any other ideas or suggestions! 
   Blessings, 

    Carroll Martin 
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CAL-PAC SUMMER CAMP 2021 – WE ARE “ALL IN” 
CAMP WRIGHTWOOD IS OFFERING IN-PERSON SUMMER CAMP

Elementary 1 
Grades 3-6   

June 30-July 3rd 
$290  

(after 6/21 - $315)  
 

Elementary 2  
Grades 3-6   

July 6-9 
$290  

(after 6/21 - $315) 
 

Middle School   
Grades 6-9 
July 11-16 

$375  
(after 6/21 -$400) 

 
High School 
Grades 9-12  

     July 18-23   
$375  

(after 6/21 -$400)

Please consider attending in-person summer camp at Wrightwood for Elementary, Junior High, 
and High School Students. There is no deposit fee and the price doesn’t go up until June 21. 

https://www.campwrightwood.org 

https://www.campwrightwood.org/
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Walnut UM Preschool News

Walnut United 

Methodist Preschool 

Graduation  

May  26, 2021
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Thank you for attending the 
Walnut United Methodist 
Women’s Tea on May 8. We 
had a very special time of 
fellowship sharing our 
precious teacups and favorite 
recipes.  

• Thank you to Pastor 
Krista for presenting 
information about 
Friends of Padhar 
Schools and their 
needs for this year.  

• Thank you to Carol Coy 
for devoting many 
hours to preparing a 
most memorable video 
of our past teas from 
2016-2019. We saw 
many friends and some 
who had passed away.  

• We also saw the first 
Walnut UMW video 
from 2012-2013 
created by Carol Coy. 
Seeing our younger 
selves was delightful!  

• We realized that this is our 10th Anniversary since reorganizing. Hopefully we can 
celebrate by getting together in person at our September meeting.  

• Thank you to everyone for your generous donations for our Mission projects for our 
community and the world.  

Happy Birthday to Linda Wilford on June 3; Charlotte Curtis on June 5; Lorna DePano on June 
18; Corry Westerink-Roarick on June 24; Yolanda Judy and Carroll Martin on June 27; and Pat 
Cannon on June 30. May God bless you with joy, love, good health, and peace all year!  

We honored the Walnut United Methodist Preschool administrators and teachers on May 4 with a 
thank you note and gift card to Panda Express for Teacher Appreciation Day. Thank you to Sandy 
Woolley for helping to write “Thank you” notes to the teachers.  

Please come to our next virtual UMW meeting on Saturday, June 12 at 10:00 am. Our program is 
“Learning in Community”. Amos 5:6-15; 21-24.  

Walnut United Methodist Women

Continued on Page 7
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Upcoming Events: 

Cal-Pac UMW “Virtual” Annual Luncheon 2021 on June 19 from 1:30 – 2:20 pm. Hear UMW leader joys, 
challenges, and successes. Free to all. Please register by June 15 at http://www.calpacumc.org/umw  
and scroll down to the event. I am excited to attend for the first time. 

Cal-Pac UMW Mission U- Please attend this free study mostly in July. There are multiple study books to 
choose from with multiple dates for the classes. I chose “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” on 
Thursdays in July from 7 pm -8:30 pm. I’ll send you more details by email. Please register at http://
www.calpacumc.org/umw asap. Last year the classes were limited. I hope you can attend.  

For either event, please let me know if you want more details or help registering.  

      I look forward to seeing you soon virtually!  
      Blessings and peace,  

      Carroll Martin 
              WUMW President

Above:  Our collage for Mothering Sunday was comprised of 
photos of those who’ve mothered you and those you “mother.”  
Many thanks for all who sent photos of your mothers and those 
you've had the privilege to mother. We will be doing the same for 
Father’s Day (June 20), so please send photos to Pastor Krista of 
those who fathered you and those you father.

Welcome to the World! 
Leo Alexander Frausto 

born to parents 
 Tommy and Megan Hart Frausto 

and siblings Nicole and Thomas 
and grandparents Judy and Robert Macready 

7.5 lbs, 20 inches  
born @ 9:03am on May 19th, 202

Continued from UMW Report
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This month’s Spotlight on Youth article was written by our 
very own youth member, Sophia Hill, who shares her 
thoughts and experiences as a freshman in high school 
doing online learning.  Thank you Sophia! 

My freshman year of 
high school was 

probably the best school year I have had so far. The 
courses I took were English, Kinesiology, Algebra, Biology, 
German and The Fundamentals of Art. I mostly enjoyed 
Biology and German, because Biology was very detailed 
and complex, and in German I had fun learning about the 
culture, and it is also a lot more consistent than English. 
But this year was the best because most of my teachers 
gave out independent work, so I would finish early and 
have an hour of free time. It was also a lot easier to 
concentrate on what I was doing without being interrupted 
by annoying classmates. I could do anything I wanted to in 
the middle of class, for example I used to get in trouble by 
doodling during class instead of paying attention (which 
was a false assumption, I was listening while doodling), but 
this year I doodled all I wanted! Another example is that I could get a snack whenever I wanted 
to and eat in class, and I could wake up in the morning without having to deal with the hassle 
of getting ready for school, because everything I needed was right there! I barely had any 
homework because I would do it during my free time in class, so I had even more free time 
after school. I would spend it by making my own recycled paper, reading, drawing, playing 
animal crossing in German, attending the youth group pizza parties, and recently I have taken 
up the job of walking Pastor Krista’s dog Po with Mikaela which is really fun. But sadly, the joys 
and conveniences of online school will come to an end when I must return to in person school 
in the Fall on my mother’s insistence (she says I need to socialize, but I disagree). Most people 
will be vaccinated by then, so I don’t think they will make it mandatory to wear masks, but they 
will probably try to space out all 2,375 of us somehow…

Sophia Hill, Walnut UMC youth 
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JUne 2021 Calendar
Sunday, June 6: Worship Service 

and Children’s Time posted. 

    10:00 AM In-Person Worship

Monday, June 7: 7:00 PM Trustees 

Committee Meeting on Zoom. 

Saturday, June 12: 10:00 AM UMW 

Zoom Meeting.

Sunday, June 13: Worship Service 

and Children’s Time posted.

     10:00 AM In-Person Worship

Monday, June 14: 7:00 PM Finance 

Meeting on Zoom.

Saturday, June 19: 1:30 PM Cal-Pac UMW “Virtual” Annual Luncheon 2021. 

Sunday, June 20: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

      10:00 AM In-Person Worship

Monday, June 21: Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.

Wednesday, June 23: 10:00AM  Inquiring Minds Zoom Bible Study

Sunday, June 27: Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.

      10:00 AM In-Person Worship

Monday, June 28: Church Council Meeting on Zoom. 

Wednesday, June 30: 10:00AM  Inquiring Minds Zoom Bible Study


INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

NEW ZOOM BIBLE STUDY! 
BEGINNING JUNE 23 AT 10:00AM 

Our new bible study will take on YOUR 
questions! Is there a bible story in the 
Bible you don’t understand? A question 
about a doctrine in the Christian church? 
A theological point you need clarified. 
Send Pastor Krista your ideas and we will 
tackle them together!


