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We have just completed 
four weeks of hybrid 
worship: virtual worship 
posted each Sunday and 
in-person worship on 
Sunday mornings. Each 
Sunday, our volunteers 
gather early to prepare the 
facility, to set up the tech 
and welcome table and to 
make sure we are all on the same page. People arrive with their masks and they 
place their towels on their seats, prepared for an experience. The voices of our 
virtual choir echo through the sanctuary, scripture is read and the Word is 
preached; all done with precautions observed to keep the community safe.  
As we enter into a new phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, our church community 
- volunteers, staff and pastor alike -  is focused on providing a safe and 
meaningful worship experience for those who attend our in-person worship 
service and for those who choose to worship online.  This hybrid schedule will 
remain in place until we get clearance from the Cal-Pac Annual Conference to lift 
restrictions. But we are making adjustments to our Reopening Plan, and those 
changes are as follows: 

1. You no longer need to bring a towel/blanket to worship. 

2. As a congregation, singing and recitation are permitted, if masked.  

So, we are able to sing hymns and recite prayers as a community, but only if we 
remained masked. With the spread of the Delta variant and with children under 
12 still unvaccinated, we will remain in masks for a while. As a community, it is 
important for us to care for one another, those with underlying conditions and 
those who are vulnerable to infection.  

One more change coming: 

We will resume offering childcare on July 18th! With the help of Carroll 
Martin and our childcare workers, we will provide a safe and fun environment for 
our youngest disciples. We are planning to reopen Sunday School in August, if all 
goes well.  

Many thanks for your ongoing flexibility! Onward! 

      Pastor Krista

Sunday Schedule: Worship - 10:00 am    Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am 
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 Following Jesus in a “Us vs. Them” world 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. (1 Corinthians 12: 26) 
 
 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a revolutionary  
document. Addressing the divisions in the early Christian 
movement, Paul explains the metaphor of the Body of Christ, 
one that is familiar to us today. But to the ear of the early Chris-
tians, this was an unusual and, dare I say, dangerous concept. 
The early Christians were concerned with this question: Who is 
a part of this movement and who is not? How can one enter the 
movement? What rituals and requirements did one need to per-
form before they were accepted into the Way of Jesus?  Who do 
we consider “us” and who do we consider “them?” 
 

 This “Us vs. Them” mentality pervades our culture as it 
did in the early church. As Jesus guides us “Love our neigh-
bors,” we ask him… “Okay, but who is my neighbor?”  Who is 
part of an “us” and who is not included and considered “them.” In my thinking this “Us vs. 
Them” mentality is dangerous and destructive to the central theme of the gospel: that we are 
to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

 Part of my call is to bring people together, regardless of our differences.  I am very 
aware that we are different: from different cultures, with different thoughts and ideas, differ-
ent ideologies and values. But my call is to bring us together, to provide a space where those 
differences are bridged. My vision of church is that we enter into this community and our 
differences become less important than our similarities. Sometimes that is more successful 
and sometimes it is less successful, but it is still part of my vision of ministry. 
 

 It is election season again and our divisions will come forward as we choose candi-
dates, as we discuss policies and proposals, as we exercise our rights as citizens in this coun-
try. We will think of our country through the lenses of “Us vs. Them” and we may even start 
to judge one another based on what political party with which we identify.  
 

 You may notice, especially as the year goes forward, that I try to restrain myself from 
preaching about politics from the pulpit. I will not tell you who to vote for or who to vote 
against.  I will not endorse a candidate from the pulpit. This has been my practice throughout 
my ministry although it has sometimes been difficult to maintain. I encourage political dis-
cussion only when it can be mutual and all parties are allowed to share. Occasionally, I will 
schedule a discussion group to talk about issues of how our faith should impact our politics.  
 

 But, I do believe that faith and politics interact and that, like with all the decisions we 
make, our political choices reflect what we believe. And I encourage you to make your politi-
cal decisions with your faith in your heart. This election year, let us take off our “Us vs. 
Them” glasses and see with the eyes of Jesus. Let us see our neighbors - not as enemies, or 
“Them” - but as friends.  And in doing so, may we all be part of the blessed community of 
God. Blessings to you all,  

    Pastor Krista 

Above: Thank you so much 
for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration!  
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WUMC Children’s Ministry 

Dear Families,

Happy Summer! Fabulous news! We will have childcare in Classroom 1 starting on July 18 
with masks, social distancing, and cleaning procedures in place. In-person Sunday school 
will start in August. It was wonderful seeing 2 families at church on Father’s Day! I’ll 
continue to send the Sunday school lessons by email throughout the summer. 

*Please mark your calendars for Anchored Staycation Bible School on 
Wednesday, July 14 and July 21.* The sessions are pre-recorded 

and can be watched any time after the given date on YouTube 
for a month. Pastor Krista will do the opening and closing. The 
program includes music, sea crafts, and Bible adventures. A 
goodie bag will be delivered with the craft supplies. All 

children are welcome! Please register! 

Registration: https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs2 

In July, we’ll study the Old Testament Leaders. God chose women leaders, young leaders 
and those who had weaknesses. 

July 4   Ruth       God chose women leaders in the Old Testament. 
     Book of Ruth                                        
July 11  Josiah  God chose a young leader in the Old Testament.     
     2 Kings 22-23
July 18  Esther Leaders show the people how to love and serve God better.   
      Book of Esther
July 25  Jonah      Leaders learn to show mercy and love like God loves. 
     Book of Jonah       
                                                                           
Each week, I’ll send the weekly Sunday school lesson by email with an overview page for 
parents, Bible reading, and creative comic page about our everyday lives. Puzzles will be 
included for Preschool, Young Elementary, and Older Elementary students. Additional 
activities and snack ideas may be added. 

If you would like to receive the lessons, please let me know. Also, please let me know if 
you have any ideas or suggestions! 

      Carroll Martin 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs2
https://vbspro.events/p/events/walnutumcsbs2
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CAL-PAC SUMMER CAMP 2021 – WE ARE “ALL IN” 

CAMP WRIGHTWOOD IS OFFERING IN-PERSON SUMMER CAMP 

*Please consider attending in-person summer camp at Wrightwood for 

Elementary, Junior High, and High School Students. 

 

IN-PERSON FOR KIDS AND YOUTH! 

ELEMENTARY     
JULY 6-9    

$315 
 GRADES 3-6 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL   

JULY 11-16 
$400  

GRADES 6-9 
 

HIGH SCHOOL      
JULY 18-23  

$400 
GRADES 9- 12 
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Happy Summer!  
We had a delightful meeting in June. We had a Missions 
Moment talking about David and Margaret’s Youth and Family 
Services COMPASS program. They are dedicated to supporting 
youth and young adults transitioning out of the foster care 
system. We will explore possible ways to help. COMPASS 
stands for Creating Opportunity & Making Personal 
Advancements to Self-Sufficiency. They are a UMW National 
Institution located in La Verne.  

We also discussed the importance of “Learning in Community” 
such as reading and studying the Bible, reading books in the 
UMW Program Resources, and attending Mission U. One book 
I’m reading is Which Way Lord? By Rob Fuquay about Leadership Development. It discusses 
one’s life purpose through the journeys of Paul. Hopefully we can discuss other UMW book we 
have read at our meeting in September.  

Happy Birthday to 
Evelyn Parra-July 2   Ruth Molnar-July 4

Julie Fisher-July 5  Jenn Behrens-July 8

Jackie Navarro-July 29 Carol Castillo-July 30


May God bless you with joy, love, good health, and peace all year!  

Please come to our next UMW meeting on Saturday, September 11 at 10:00 AM. I am praying 
that we can meet in person by that time. We will not be meeting in July and August.   

Upcoming Events: 
Cal-Pac UMW Mission U - Please attend this free study mostly in July. There are multiple study 
books to choose from with multiple dates for the classes. I chose “Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World” on Thursdays in July from 7 PM to 8:30 PM. I’ll send you more details by email. Please 
register at http://www.calpacumc.org/umw ASAP. Last year the classes were limited. I hope you 
can attend. Please let me know if you want more details or help registering.  

I look forward to seeing you at church soon!  
  Blessings and peace,

                     Carroll Martin 
                                                WUMW President

Walnut United Methodist Women

http://www.calpacumc.org/umw
http://www.calpacumc.org/umw
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Scenes from 
June 2021

Welcome

back
!
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This month’s Spotlight on Youth article was written 
by another one of our youth members, Jackie 
Peeler, who shares her online school experiences 
and gives us an all-around “About Me.” Thank you 
Jackie! 

Fifth grade had it’s best and worst moments. One of 
its best moments was that nobody could see if you were  wearing pajamas or not, so you 
could just literally get out of bed and have school online. My least favorite thing about 
online school was that we didn’t get to see our teachers in person.  Something that I’m 
excited for when going back to school is being on the top floor of our new building and 
most importantly, seeing all of my friends. My favorite subject this year was math 
because our teacher challenged us every Friday and gave us a math quiz. P.E. was not 
graded this year and taught through webinars so the teachers could not see us and we 
didn’t have to participate. Hallelujah for that! Going to school and picking up supplies was 
the only few times I got to see my 
teacher in person. This year during May, 
only 10 people in my class out of 30 kids 
went on a hybrid schedule. I didn’t go 
back because we would only go for two 
days every week for two hours. It would 
only be for 1 month anyway so I stayed 
home. 

During my free time I like to swim, go 
shopping, attend youth pizza lunches, 
and play with my dog Mango. Some 
things to know about me: my favorite 
color is pink and my favorite season is 
summer because it is nice and warm and perfect for swimming. My favorite food is any 
kind of pasta and my favorite place to eat is at the Fisherman’s Restaurant on the San 
Clemente Pier. Lately, I have been watching a new show called Cobra Kai with my aunt. 
It is mostly about karate and based off of the original Karate Kid movie. My summer plans 
are exploring Nevada. We already started by seeing the Colorado River in Laughlin. Next 
stop will be the Hoover Dam and Red Rock Canyon. During vacation I plan to eat good 
food and hang out by the water. I am looking forward to having more fun during the rest 
of my Summer break. Let’s go! 

Jackie Peeler, Walnut UMC Youth
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 JUly 2021 Calendar
Sunday, July 4: 10:00 AM In-person Worship Service. 

	 Online Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Tuesday, July 6: 7:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, July 7: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Sunday, July 11: 10:00 AM In-person Worship Service. 

	 Online Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, July 12: 7:00 PM Finance Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, July 14: Staycation Bible School “Anchored” Video posted.

	 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Sunday, July 18: 10:00 AM In-person Worship Service. 

	 Online Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, July 19: Preschool Board Meeting on Zoom.


Wednesday, July 21: Staycation Bible School “Anchored” Video posted. 

	 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study. 


Saturday, July 24: Youth Zoom Pizza Party at 12:00PM


Sunday, July 25: 10:00 AM In-person Worship Service. 

	 Online Worship Service and Children’s Time posted.


Monday, July 26: Church Council Meeting on Zoom. 


Wednesday, July 28: 10:00 AM Zoom Bible Study.
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Left: Our collage for Father’s 
Day Sunday was comprised of 
photos of those who’ve fathered 
you and those you “father.” Many 
thanks for all who sent photos of 
your fathers and those you've had 
the privilege to father. 

From June 17-19th, our Cal-Pac Annual 
Conference delegation was hard at work for 
our virtual conference. Above: Carol Coy, 
our lay delegate and Below: Pastor Krista

Walnut UMC Youth

Join us on Zoom for games, fellowship 
and pizza on  

Saturday, July 24th at noon! 
RSVP to Pastor Krista

ZOOM


